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Clinton Trial 
* Will Be‘Fair 

And Quick,’ 
Lott Vows 

Senate’s Proceedings 
To Begin Thursday; 
Details Remain Sketchy 

By Brian Knowlton 

_ International Herald Tribu ne 

WASHINGTON — The impeacb- 
meat trial of President Bill Clinton will 
formally begin on Thursday, the Senate 
majority leader announced Tuesday, bat 
crucial details of the proceeding remain 
murky. 

As the 106th Congress prepared to 
convene Wednesday, it was still un¬ 
known if the trial would be concluded in 
days or possibly go on for months. 

The Senate majority leader, Trent 
Lott of Mississippi, promised a “fair 
and quick’’ hearing of die charges that 
Mr. Clinton committed peijury and ob¬ 
structed justice to conceal his intimate 
relationship with a former intern, Mon¬ 
ica Lewinsky. 

“We have a constitutional duty 
here,” Mr. Lott said. “It is a very se¬ 
rious one. It is one we must carry for¬ 
ward. We will do our very best to ck» this 
in a proper way.” 

Bnt be provided no other details 
i tbout what would happen Thursday, or 
1 aow long a trial might last. He and other 
senators met throughout the day, but no 
.clear road map emerged. 

The lack of clarity appeared to in¬ 
dicate that a plan promoted by Mr. Lott 
and leading Democrats for an expedited 
trial has failed to draw sufficient support 
from other senators. 

Mr. Lott had met earlier with his 
Democratic counterpart. Senator Tom 
Daschle of Sooth Dakota, and with the 
chief justice of die Supreme Court, Wil¬ 
liam Rehnquist, who will preside over 
Mr. Clinton’s Senate trial. 

White House lawyers woe not in¬ 
cluded in the discussions, but they let it 
be known Tuesday that they were pre¬ 
paring a vigorous defense, and planned 
to challenge aggressively some of the 
factual allegations in the report to the 
{'Mouse of Representatives by Kenneth 
NStarr, the independent counsel. 

The White House defense before die 
House Judiciary Committee was based 
largely on die assertion that die charges 
against Mr. Clinton, even if proved, 
were not grounds for impeachment. 

Mr. Daschle, speaking before his 
meeting with Mr. Lott, said that he still 
believed that most senators favored an 
expedited proceeding against Mr. Clin¬ 
ton. “The longer this drags out, the 
more acrimonious, the more political 
and die less helpful it'll be,” he said on 
NBC television. 

Later, at a news conference, he offered 
little conviction that the proposal would 
receive the necessary 51 votes, saying 
only, “I wouldn't say it’s dead." 

Because of Republican opposition, 
he added, “we may well have to go to 
Plan B, C, orD.” 

The trial will be the first of a president 
in 130 years — die first since President 
redrew Johnson avoided conviction by 
V single-vote margin — and leading 
senators and Justice Rehnquist have 
little precedent to guide them. 

Sources told The Associated Press that 
the plan tentatively discussed Tuesday 
by the Senate leaders called for Justice 
Rehnquist to administer a constitution¬ 
ally prescribed oath to senators on Thurs¬ 
day, so that they may sit as jurors. 

Later the same day, the 13 members 
of the House of Representatives who 
have been designated as * ‘managers” of 
the trial would formally outline the two 
articles of impeachment that the full 
House passed on Dec. 19. 

This step assumes that the 13, all 
members of the Judiciary Committee, 
will receive formal authorization to 
serve as managers in a House vote set 
for Wednesday. 

There was some discussion among 
House Democrats of voting against the 
13, as an expression of protest, but the 
.Republican majority in the House ap- 
fejjears to assure diem the needed votes. 
Democrats were also considering a new 
attempt to place the House on record in 
favor of censure. This is also considered 
nearly certain to faiL 

After the senators are sworn in, the 
proceedings mil probably be suspended 
while both sides prepare legal papers. 

The Senate would issue a writ of 
summons to the president, setting a date 
for him to appear and answer the 
charges. But ne has the right to be 
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But, as Feud Deepens, Egypt 
Jferges on Calling for His Ouster 





Tokyo traders taking stock of their positions as the dollar fell toward the 27-month low of 1HL490 yen it hit 
Tuesday. Investors have been selling dollars for yen to take advantage of a near-doubting in Japanese bond yields. 
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Dollar Takes a Pounding 
As Investors Flock to Yen 

Tokyo Aide Questions Bubble-Like’ US Economy 
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Debate Is Started 
On Euro’s Coarse 

A day after the euros powerful 
debut, die Italian Treasury minis¬ 
ter. Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, warned 
Tuesday that the European Central 
Bank could cut interest rates if the 
new single currency far 11 coun¬ 
tries became too strong. Elsewhere 
in Europe, there was less concern 
about the currency’s eventual 
strength. Page 11. 


By Philip Segal 

International Herald Tribune 

HONG KONG—The dollar tumbled 
Tuesday to a 27-month low against the 
yen after a leading Japanese financial 
official described the U.S. economy as 
“bubble-like." 

Rising Japanese interest rates, mean¬ 
while, continued to lure investment 
money to Japan from the United States, 
p ro mpti ng some analysts to ask: If not 
die Japanese, who will finance Amer¬ 
ica’s bulging current account deficit? 

If the answer is “nobody,” American 
interest rates may end up rising this year 
instead of falling. That could send the 
U.S. stock market plummeting. . 

Eisuke Sakakibara, the deputy fi¬ 
nance minis ter for international affairs 
who is widely known as “Mr. Yen,’’ 
said in a newspaper interview published 
Tuesday that the U.S. economy looked 
“fairly bubble-like." 

“My utmost concern is high U.S. 
stock prices." the Nihon Keizai news¬ 
paper quoted Mr. Sakakibara as saying. 

“A nation whose savings ratio is neg¬ 


ative is consuming a lot,” he added. 
“Such an economy is bound to slow 
once stock prices fall'' 

Mr. Sakakibara's comments, and his 
refusal Tuesday to comment on current 
foreign-exchange levels, helped push the 
yen up more than 3 percent a gainst the 
dollar. The dollar hit a low of 110.490 
yen, although it recovered to 111.305 
yen in hue trading in New York. 

Meanwhile, the yield on the bench¬ 
mark No. 203 10-year Japanese bond, 
which has almost doubled in a month, 
continued to climb. Rising bond yields 
in Tokyo encourage Japanese and other 
investors to buy yen and sell dollars and 
other currencies to purchase that gov¬ 
ernment debt This tends to pushdown 
the value of tbe dollar; . 

“Hie twin bubbles are linked,” said 
Charles Dumas, a director at the London- 
based Lombard Street Research. “And 
the twin babbles are the Japanese bond 
market and the U.S. stock market” 

. Now that tiie Japanese bond bubble 
has burst some analysts asked, could 

See YEN, Page 16 


By Douglas Jehl • 

_ - New York Times Service 

CAIRO — President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein called on “the Arab nation”'on 
Tuesday to back Iraq in its confrontation 
with the United States and to rise up 
against leaders who have not given his. 
regime their full support - 

The call was the latest step in a bitter 
spiral that has Jeff Baghdad increasingly 
at odds with other Arab gover nments in 
tbe aftermath of the American-led air 
strikes cm Iraq last month. 

The appeal was made just hours after 
Egypt all but called for Mr. Saddam’s 
ouster. , 

“Revolt, sons of the great Arab na¬ 
tion, against injustice and let your 
voices be heard,” Mr. Saddam said in - 
an Army Day speech broadcast by A1-. 
Jazeera Television, an Arabic-language 

rafftTlittt channel based in Qatar that is 
viewed throughout tbe Arab world. 

Egypt and most other Arab govern¬ 
ments were plainly left uneasy by the 
four days of American and British air 
strikes that ended on Dec. 19 and that 
prompted demonstrations in Cairo and 
other Arab capitals. But in the weeks 
since, none of those governments have 
been willing to align themselves with 
Iraq, prompting Mr. Saddam to argue 
with increasing anger and frustration 
that their loyalties were misplaced. 

In the broadcast Tuesday, he did not 
mention any Arab leaders byname. But 
he called on the Arab people to “correct 
the deviations of those who have de¬ 
viated.” 

Mr. Saddam noted in particular that 
tbe aircraft that attacked Iraq had flown 
from Arab countries and from ships in 
Arab waters and that there were West¬ 
ern troops “in the land of the holy sites” 
— a reference to Saudi Arabia. 

Since last week, Iraqi officials and 
newspapers have singled out Egypt’s 
president, Hosni Mubarak, suggesting 
that he was linle more than a. stooge of 
the West-because bettidnot stand up 
against die attacks. 

hi response, a commentary broadcast 
overnight on the Egyptian state radio 
added to the war of wards by suggesting 
that the timehad oome for “the beginning 
of the- end” for the Iraqi regime. 

It included tbe harshest rhetoric that 
Egypt has directed against Iraq since the 
Gulf War in 1991, denouncing Mr. Sad- 


Japanese Minister Recants 

Tokyo Plays Down ‘Inappropriate Remarks 9 
That Criticized U.S. and Teace Constitution 9 


By Nicholas D. Kristof 

_ Ne h- York Times Service _ 

TOKYO — The government backed 
away on Tuesday from remarks by a 
cabinet member suggesting dial Jap¬ 
anese are unhappy with their “Peace 
Constitution” and that the United States 
bullies other countries. 

Justice Minister Shozaburo Na¬ 
kamura apologized for his remarks and 
said he had not meant them. The com¬ 
ments were the latest in a long tradition 
of top Japanese officials’ making in¬ 
cendiary statements and then sheepishly 
retracting them after they become pub¬ 
lic. 

“The so-called free-market economy 
cited by the U.S. is not real freedom." 
Mr. Nakamura had told several hundred 
ministry officials at a New Year’s party, 
according to reports by Japanese news¬ 
papers. “It is a kind of freedom that lets 
loose atom bombs and missiles just 
when another country appears to gain an 
advantage." 

Mr. Nakamura. 64. did not elaborate. 
But he specifically denounced the 
United States for threatening sanctions 
against countries accused of unfair trade 
practices. 

To many Japanese, the most striking 
comments by Mr. Nakamura were his 
suggestions that the constitution is bur¬ 
densome and should be changed to give 
Japan the right to use military force. 

“We are struggling under a consti¬ 


tution that prevents us from having an 
army and denies us the ability to revise’ ’ 
it, Mr. Nakamura said, according to tbe 
Asahi Shimbun. 

“The constitution, which prohibits 
Japan from engaging in war and strips 
Japan of its right to self-defense and 
holding an army, was handed down by 
the Allied forces to the Japanese 
people,” he added. “And we are now 
struggling with the fact that we cannot 
revise it.” 

Most historians agree with Mr. Na¬ 
kamura's view that the constitution was 
imposed on Japan by the United States 
in the aftermath of World War H. but 
legally Japan has every right to amend 
its constitution. Such a move, however, 
would trigger bitter protests among 
Asian countries that Japan invaded dur¬ 
ing the war. 

At a cabinet meeting Tuesday, Prime 
Minister Keizo Obuchi raised the matter 
of Mr. Nakamura's remarks — which 
were widely reported in Japanese news¬ 
papers on Tuesday — and asked him to 
explain. 

Mr. Nakamura told the cabinet,' ‘The 
true meaning of these remarks I made on 
the occasion of the New Year ceremony 
at the Ministry of Justice was to explain 
various issues facing our country as well 
as tbe complicated international situ¬ 
ation. in the context of emphasizing the 
need for judicial reform in Japan.” 

See JAPAN, Page 8 
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SPEAKING OUT — Chee Soon Juan, leader of a small opposition 
party in Singapore, defying the police by giving a political speech 
without a license Tuesday, for the second time in a week. Page 5. 

_ AGENDA 

Iran Blames Rogue Agents for Killings 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian intel¬ 
ligence officers carried out recent 
killings of several dissident intellec¬ 
tuals and politicians in Tehran, the 
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Intelligence Ministry said Tuesday. 

“Irresponsible colleagues" who 
were “acting on their own” were 
responsible for the killings, die min¬ 
istry was quoted by the official Ira¬ 
nian press agency, 1RNA, as saying. 

The ministry condemned tbe 
murders, which it said had been car¬ 
ried out by a network of agents work¬ 
ing on behalf of foreign interests. 

'The ministry has succeeded in 
identifying die network and arresting 
its members," it said. 


Expanding Ties, Clinton Extends a Hand to Cuba 


By Brian Knowlton 

_ International Herald Tribune _ 

WASHINGTON — The United States, seeking to 
ease the plight of the Cuban people without strength¬ 
ening its government, will allow a greatly expanded 
flow of cash donations to Cuba, authorize food sales 
and permit easier travel to the Caribbean island. Pres¬ 
ident Bill Clinton announced Tuesday. 

But in announcing the changes, Mr. Clinton insisted 
that there would be no alleviating of the trade embargo 
that has been in effect since 1962. 

“These steps are designed to help the Cuban people 
without strengthening toe Cuban government,” die 
president said. “They are consistent with our policy of 
keeping pressure on the regime for democratic change 
— through the embargo nod vigorous diplomatic 


initiatives — while finding ways to reach out to the 
Cuban people through humanitarian efforts and help in 
developing civil society.” 

The moves, building on changes announced in 
March, will allow any American, and not just family 
members, to send cash to Cuban citizens and to certain 
nongovernmental organizations: permit the sale of 
food and agricultural products to church groups, 
private farmers and others, but not toe government; 
authorize charter flights to Cuban cities other than 
Havana and from U.S. cities other than Miami, and 
make it easier for academics, athletes, scientists and 
others to take part in exchanges. 

In addition. U.S. officials will seek to open direct 
mail service with Cuba. 

And. in an echo of toe so-called Ping-Pong di¬ 
plomacy that helped break toe ice of U.S.-Ghinese 


enmity in toe early 1970s, toe Baltimore Orioles 
baseball team will be permitted to play toe Cuban 
national team, both in Cuba and in toe United States, if 
agreement can be reached on arrangements. 

{The Clinton administration’s policy was greeted 
with a pointed official silence from the government of 
Fidel Castro, Tbe New York Times reported from 
Havana, but some Cuban officials and economists said 
privately toe measures would dp little or nothing to 
ease toe deep economic crisis hoe that many attribute 
to the U.S. trade embargo. “This is nothin* surprising, 
just more of toe same, a high- ranking official sakLj 
The administration rejected a proposal made in 
October by a b ipartisan group of 15 senators, backed 
by three former secretaries of state, that Mr. Clinton 

See CUBA, Page 8 


ifam by name as a murderer, a gangster 
and toe “destroyer of Iraq.” 

“The Arab natibn has never known, 

even in its worst periods of decadence, a 

worse than the dictator of Iraq, 
who committed the crime of invading 
Kuwait, which led to his Mother of 
Defeats,” toe Egyptian radio said. 

As if to underscore those sentiments, 
Egypt's ambassador to Jordan was re¬ 
ported to have met there in recent days 
with leaders of toe Iraqi National Ac¬ 
cord, one of the opposition groups vow¬ 
ing to overthrow Mr. Saddam. And 
Egyptian television devoted much of a 
two-hour broadcast on Monday night to 
interviews with ordinary people, inclod- 

See ARABS, Page 8 


Iraqi Fighters 
And U.S. Jets 
Clash in South 


By Philip Shenon 

_ New Yort Tana Service _ 

WASHINGTON — In toe first air 
duel between American and Iraqi jet 
fighters in more than six years, U.S. 
warplanes fired missiles at Iraqi jets 
over southern Iraq on Tuesday, and one 
of the Iraqi planes was reported to have 
crashed after it ran oat of fuel. 

Defense Department officials said 
that at least four air-to-air missiles were 
fired by toe American jets — two U.S. 
Air Force F-15 strike aircraft and two 
U.S. Navy F-14 fighters — after tbe 
Iraqi planes repeatedly violated toe no- 
flight zone, over southern Iraq. 

The Pentagon said there was-no ev¬ 
idence.to suggest that the American 
missiles hit any of about a dozen Iraqi 
MiG and Mirage fighters that breached 
the zone Tuesday. 

The United States vowed later Tues¬ 
day that it would not back down from 
enforcing toe no-flight zones. 

“We will continue to enforce the no- 

See IRAQ, Page 8 


Blaming Serbs, 
NATO General 
Says Kosovo 
Nears New War 


By Joseph Fitchett 

_ International Herald Tribune _ 

PARIS — Warning that Kosovo is 
headed toward a resumption of full- 
scale civil war in weeks. General Wes¬ 
ley Clark, toe supreme allied co mman d, 
er in Europe, blames Serbia for es¬ 
calating military tensions in tot 
province and for undercutting chance: 
for a political deal with the ethnic Al¬ 
banian majority. 

‘The Serbs are violating their com¬ 
mitments to NATO,” General Clark 
said. He accused Belgrade of deploying 
extra companies of regular troops, leav¬ 
ing heavy weapons in the hands of Ser¬ 
bian police officers who were supposed 
to revert to normal peacetime proce¬ 
dures and breaking other pledges gives 
in October to avert allied air strikes. 

Kosovo risked spiraling out of con¬ 
trol, he said, because of “toe underlying 
dynamic, toe feet that both sides arc 
preparing for an outcome with no polit¬ 
ical accord — sharpening their claws 
and refining their tactics.” 

_ In the long run, be implied, toe Ser¬ 
bian military presence would face 
Kosovo Albanians who “have to con¬ 
tinue to struggle because they can’t risk 
another catastrophe of felling under toe 
political repression from Belgrade. ” He 
was referring to die 10 years since 
Kosovo’s autonomy was withdrawn fay 
the central government 

The thrust of his remarks, in a phone 
interview late Monday, added weight in 
recent suggestions that Clinton admin¬ 
istration officials are stalling to see the 
downfall of President Slobodan Milo¬ 
sevic as tiie precondition to real pro¬ 
gress in Kosovo and elsewhere in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

General Clark’s prognosis was 


outbreak of fighting and they contrasts 
somberly with the hope among Westei 
officials last fell that the truce impose 
by the North Adamic Treaty Organ 
zahon would hold at least until spnna 
. His comments appeared to be an* 
peal co Belgrade for concessions to sa> 

See KOSOVO, Page 4 
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America's 'Modern-Day Slavery' / Servants Living in Silent Despair 


Behind Doors , 
A Culture of 
Exploitation 


W ASHINGTON —■ Thousands of do¬ 
mestic servants are being brought into 
the United States from impoverished 
countries and then severely exploited 
by foreign employers, many of whom weak for 
embassies and international organizations in the 
. Washington area, according to human-rights 
groups, immigration attorneys and former domes¬ 
tics. 

Despite occasional publicity about such cases in 
the past, the abuses nave persisted with relative 
impunity and appearto be on the rise, the domestics’ 
advocates and others interviewed by The Wash¬ 
ington Post say. 

A federal “waiter exploitation task force” 
formed by Attorney General Janet Reno is in¬ 
vestigating some of the worst alleged offenders as 
part of a broader crackdown on labor abase. The 
task force, which includes members of the Justice 
Department’s Civil Rights Division, the FBI, the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service and the 
Labor Department, is aimed at rooting out what Ms. 
Reno has called “the serious problem of modern- 
day slavery” in the United States. 

But in concentrating their efforts on the most 
egregious cases involving the suspected illegal con¬ 
finement of servants, federal agencies have skipped 
over others that fall short of that standard, even 
when they include apparent violations of federal 
labor, immigration ana tax laws. 

The domestic servants, most of them women 
from poor backgrounds in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, are typically imported under a provision 
of immigration law that allows foreign diplomats, 
embassy employees and officials of organizations 
such as the World Bank, International Monetaty 
Fund and United Nations to bring in personal house¬ 
hold workers with the understanding that the em¬ 
ployers will abide by U.S. labor laws. There is, 
however, virtually no oversight into whether they 
comply. 

The World Bank, the IMF and the United Nations 
say they cannot be expected to monitor their staff 
members' private lives. In any case, they say, few 
complaints have come to their attention. 

Yet. over the years, hundreds of servants have run 
away from their employers to escape abusive treat¬ 
ment, excessive hours, low pay or no pay at alL 
Some have filed lawsuits in U.S. courts for back 
wages and damages. 

Their cases illustrate the exploitation being al¬ 
leged in Washington area homes: An Ethiopian 
woman who was brought to the United States in 
1990 by an IMF official says she toiled for more 
than eight years in a Silver Spring, Maryland, 
apartment until she escaped in May. She says her 
employers forced her to work seven days a week, 
isolated her from other people and hit her if she 
complained. 

Another Ethiopian says she received no pay for 
more than six years of work in the Rockville, 
Maryland, home of an Ethiopian-born couple who 
arranged for her to come to the United States on a 
tourist visa. She says her duties included caring for 
the couple’s sick child on 24-hour call. 

A nanny from the Philippines says three other 
Filipinos—her employers and a friend of theirs — 
arranged to bring her in fraudulently under a visa for 
servants of embassy employees, then put her to 
work in Fairfax, Virginia, for 41 cents an hour. For 
more titan a year before she escaped, the nancy said, 
she had to work 16 hours a day and received only 
one day off during the entire period. 

So far this decade, more than 30,000 domestics 
have been brought to the United States under special 
work visas. Many are treated equitably. 

But among the others are some of the most 
exploited workers in the United States today, ac¬ 
cording to social workers, church groups and law¬ 
yers who have dealt with their cases. Behind the | 



By William Branigin 

Washington Paa Service 
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Yeshehareg Teferra’s wages for over eight years of work amounted to less than 3 cents an hour. 

An Ethiopian Woman’s Ordeal 


By W illiam Branigin 

Washington Post Service 


W ASHINGTON — 
Eyes downcast, star¬ 
ing at hands 
roughened by a life¬ 
time of housework, Yeshehareg 
Teferra describes in soft, matter- 
of-fact Cones the punishing con¬ 
ditions she says she endured as a 
“slave” in a Washington suburb. 

The illiterate Ethiopian wom¬ 
an, who speaks no English and is 
uncertain of her age, was brought 
to the United States eight years 
ago by a staff member of the 
International Monetary Fund to 
work as a maid in his apartment 
in Silver Spring, Maryland. Her 
employer, also from Ethiopia, 
promised in a contract with Miss 
Teferra to pay her $235 a week, 
provide medical care and abide 
by U.S. labor laws. 


Instead, Miss Teferra says, she 
received a total of $1,060 for more 
than eight years of work averaging 
about 90 hours a week—pay that 
came to less than 3 cents an hour. 
She says she was never given a 
day off, was ordered not to talk to 
peqple outside the family and was 
slapped and choked when she 
complained 

The slight, shy woman, whose 
elaborate neck and wrist tattoos 
evince her rural origins, finally 
ran away from her employer in 
May and was taken in by another 
Ethiopian family. 

Aided by Mark Schaefer, a 
Washington lawyer who volun¬ 
teered to represent her, she filed 
suit in October in U.S. District 
Court in Maryland, seeking more 
than $900,000 in back pay and 


In his family’s defense, the 
employer has argued that Miss 


Teferra is owed nothing because 
she stayed as a “guest” in their 
borne after he left die IMF in 
1992 and her contract ran out, 
Mr. Schaefer said. 

“I was not their guest," Miss 
Teferra said quietly. “I was not 
even their employee. I was their 
slave.” 

The employer and his wife did 
not respond to messages seeking 
comment for this article. After 
they were formally served with 
the lawsuit, they abruptly moved 
out of their apartment and dis¬ 
appeared.- Mr. Schaefer said he 
would seek a default judgment 
against, them, but held out little 
hope of recovering any money 
for Miss Teferra. She cannot af¬ 
ford to hire an investigator to 
track down the couple and their 
assets, and such, expenses are not 
covered in Mr. Schaefer’s pro 
bono work for her. 


closed doors of homes ranging from modest apart¬ 
ments in Silver Spring to mansions in McLean, 
Virginia, many foreign servants live in silent des¬ 
pair, toiling long hours for low wages but too 
fearful, isolated or insecure about what will happen 
to them to complain or break free, human rights 
advocates and investigators say. . 

In part, the servants are hostage to intimidation by 
their employers, lack of knowledge about where to 
turn for help and the restrictions of their visas, 
which bar them from working for anyone else. 


B DUL LANN LEE, acting assistant attorney 
general for civil rights and co-chairman of 
Ms. Reno’s task face, said federal in¬ 
vestigators were looking for abuses “that 
are so severe they rise to a level of involuntary 
servitude.” 

Investigators do not yet know tow widespread 
such abuses are, Mr. Lee added, but “there is 
anecdotal evidence (hat the problem may be larger 
than people have thought.” 

One FBI-led team is investigating a well-off 
Brazilian businessman and his wife who allegedly 
held an illiterate servant from their homeland in 
slave-like conditions for 19 years while she worked 
in their suburban Maryland home. 

• The servant, who is about 60, came to authorities' 
attention recently when she had to be hospitalized 
for treatment of a long-neglected stomach tumor. 
She told local social workers that she sometimes 
had to beg neighbors for food and clothing and was 
regularly beaten by the wife. She said the couple 


told tor that if she fled their home, she would be 
arrested immediately because she is black. 

“They essentially preyed on her ignorance,” a 
source familiar with the case said. U.S. officials 
declined to discuss the matter because it is still 
under investigation. 

According to the State Department, about 3,800 
domestic servants come to me United States bach 
year under two types of temporary employment 
< visas tb work for foreign diplomats or non-U.S. staff 
members of international organizations. The ser¬ 
vants may be brought in from any country. About a 
quarter come from the Philippines. 

Guidelines published by the World . Bank and 
IMF say their staff members who wish to employ 
domestics—defined as ranging from butlers, valets 
and maids to gardeners, grooms and chauffeurs — 
must pay at least die minimum wage, -allow two 
days off a week, pay Social Security and Medicare 
taxes, buy workers’ compensation insurance and 
pay federal and state unemployment taxes. At the 
current minim um wage rates of $6.15 an hour in 
Washington, and $5.15 in Maryland and Virginia, 
domestics should receive $1,066 a month for the 
standard 40-hour work week in the District of 
Columbia and $892 a month in the suburbs. 

“This all looks lovely on paper, bub there's 
absolutely no monitoring” by foe World Bank or 
IMF to insure that staff members meet their ob¬ 
ligations, said Martha Honey, a fellow at foe In¬ 
stitute for Policy Studies, a Washington drink tank 
that is mobiiizuig a campaign' to protect foe do¬ 
mestics’ rights. 
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Than 200 Sierra Leone Rebels 
rted Killed Near the Capital 


U.S. Remains Hobbled 
By Giant Snowstorm 


The Associated Press 

NEW YORK —A stann that closed 
highways, businesses, schools and air¬ 
ports with waist-high snowdrifts: in 
western'New York- added another six 
. inches Tuesday and then began to weak¬ 
en. But it left behind at least 89deafos as 
- it marched from foe Putins across the 
Midwest info Ontario. - " *' 

Airports around the United States 
were s till having trouble; accommoda¬ 
ting passengersTuesday, even in areas 
where-the storm had long since aided. 

-Stranded passengers at Detroit Met¬ 
ropolitan Airport received more bad 
news early Tuesday as Northwest Air¬ 
lines canceled about. 100 flighls because 
it had trouble getting crews in. A foot 
(30 ctotimetras) of snow was on foe 
ground jn Detroit 

- A Northwest spokesman in Minne¬ 
apolis said the airifoe tod canceled more 
man 1,200 flights since Saturday. 

Near Buffalo, New York,, part of In¬ 
terstate 90 was closed Monday, and die 
last 6fl-mfle stretch did not reopen until .. 
Tuesday morning. 

The arctic blast began during the 
weekend with up to 2 feet of snow in 
places in the Midwest, and plunged the 
eastern two-thirds of the nation to re¬ 
cord low temperatures. 

Tuesday morning dawned as foe cold¬ 
est on record in Illinois, with a reading of 
36 degrees below zero Fahrenheit (nanus 
38 centigrade) in CongerviDe, 120 miles 
southwest of Chicago. The state’s pre¬ 
vious record of 35 below zero was set on 
Jan. 22,1930, in Mount Carroll in north¬ 
western lUinois. 

Wind chills on the northern Plains 
measured 60 below zero. 

Temperatures were in foe teens 
across much of the South early Tuesday, 
with Meridian, Mississippi hitting a 
record low for foe date.of 21 and New 
Orleans chilling to a record 20. Jackson, 
Tennessee, bad a low of 6. 

With temperatures in the teens in 
upstate South Carolina, which suffered 
an ice storm over the weekend, about 
54,000 customers still had no electricity 
early Tuesday. 

Many states struggled to clear roads 
on Monday as the workweek began. 

In Indiana where up tn 22 inches fell 

on the northern coanties.-plows created 
roadside snowbanks higher than cars. 
Legislative leaders postponed the be¬ 
ginning of their 1999 ses&on until at 
least Wednesday because of the travel 
problems. 

Thousands of children were among 
those enjoying the fringe benefits of the 
storm, as schools were dosed for a 
second day Tuesday in some states. 


Record JPhrmth M 
In West Europe J 

Agence Frwice-Presse .-.-r^-gr. 

PARIS — Much of West* 
Europe basked Tuesday in spo&Sg 
like weather with temperaturer . 
climbing-to record levels, but fog.’ 
unseasonable warmth raised cqripb 
cent among fanners and left sos* 
resort owners praying for snow. M- 
The temperature in the Premise 
capital reached a record 16 degrees -. 

centigrade (61 Fahrenheit) in fo£T 
early afternoon, lO.dqgrees abofc 
die normal high. ' ' SH? 

In southern France, foe tenqxaSfc 
ature reached 23 degree*' 
Fahrenheit) in some regioas v 
In die Netherlands, a record 
degrees (61 Fahrenheit) was rejj-C 
istered in foe south, foe weafoer ; 
service said. ■ - .-.'J'S 

Record -temperatures also ware's 
recorded in southern Germany afjWSy 
degrees (61 Fahrenheit). Benm'd 
reached a high of 14 (57 FahrcaA 
heit). • “ ' 

Ski resorts, however, were 
forced to offer customers other ac¬ 
tivities for lack of snow, and fann¬ 
ers and winemakers were fearful 
that foe unseasonably mild weather 
would affect their crops. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 
Egypt Terrorist Alert 

CAIRO (AFP)—The U.S. Embassy 
here warned Tuesday against possible 
attacks on U.S. targets in Egypt and 
raged Americans to be vigilant, main* 
tain a low profife and treat unfamihfy 
mail wifo suspicion.' 

“The U.S. Embassy in Cairo has re¬ 
ceived reliable information that extrem¬ 
ist elements may be planning imminent, 
unspecified attacks against U.S. in¬ 
terests in Egypt,” it said. 

A Hungarian raD strike over wage 
demands continued for a' second day 
Tuesday, causing slight disruption on 
domestic and international services, 
management and unions said. (AFP) 

Ash and cinders were seen coining 
oat of Mount Etna on Sicily after intense 
acti vity was registered. (AFP) 


UJL y s Rig Mac Shortage Is No Snudi 


. Reuters 

LONDON — McDonald’s Carp. 
apologized Tuesday for running out of 
its Big Mac hamburgers after British 
fast-fodd lovers .sunk their teeth into a 
two-for-one promotion. 

“We expected the current 25th an¬ 
niversary Big Mac offer to be popular,” 
the world's hugest restaurant chain said 
in full-page ads in several British 
tabloids. “However, foe unprecedented 
demand has resulted in stock shortages 
in some of our restaurants, for which we 
sincerely apologize.” 

Tabloids carried front-page reports of 
furious customers who left* empty- 
handed after descending on. McDon¬ 
ald’s restaurants in droves. 

The Daily Star said ‘ ‘a near-riot erup¬ 
ted” in Leigh, near Liverpool, when a 
group of executives “went berserk” 
after being denied their free Big Macs. 
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. “They pulled the manager jgvpr tSjf 
counter raid were screaming. blue 
murder at him,” it quoted one customer 
as saying. “I rang foe head office later, 
and someone told me they had closed 50 
restaurants .as they struggled,to cope 
wifo the Big Mac frenzy.” 

The polioe were called in to control 
crowds at another restaurant, die Star 
said. 

“Demand has been very high indeed, 
and some restaurants have had to offer 
other products,” said a McDonald’s 
spokesman, Mike Love. “A few had to 
close for a short time to restock.” 

“On a normal weekend, we would 
expect to sell 500,000 Big Macs. We 
projected demand at 2 million last 
weekend because of the offer and it has 
actually been 4 million.’' 

The two-for-one promotion is due to 
run nntfl Sunday. 


Europe 


Forecast lor Thursday through Saturday, as prodded by AccuWeather. 
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Agence France-Presse 

Sierra Leone — Nigerian- 
oops killed more than 200 Sierra 
m rebels in two days of fighting 17 
:ters east of Freetown, the capital, ci- 
vitnesscs said Tuesday. 
y said foe clashes began Sunday wifo an 
m foe town of Hastings and then spread 
where Nigerian infantry troops are 
They are foe leading part of an in- 
mal peacekeeping force, known as 
that supports foe Sierra Leonean 
enL 

peacekeeping force was reinforced by 
ars of foe pro-government village- 
militiamen calls kamajors , who are 
ed in strength in JuL 
lesses said extensive bombardments by 
force cut deep into the ranks 
preventing them from retreating, 
s from Freetown intercepted 
at a nearby junction and 
1 them to return home and remain in- 

imess said the rebels had split into two 
after foe first attack at Hastings: One 
sed renegade soldiers from foe Sierra 
in Army and the other insurgents who 
to foe Revolutionary United Front 


to comb the surrounding Mis, caves 
bush for rebels, foe witnesses said. 


The Nigerian-led force was expecting re¬ 
inforcements after promises from two coun¬ 
tries that they would send in contingents 
shortly to help deal with foe rebels. 

State radio announced that a military del¬ 
egation from Mali was doe to arrive in the 
capital next week to meet with commanders of 
die intervention force. 

For several months, Ecomog has made ur¬ 
gent pleas to West African neighbors of Sierra 
Leone to deliver on promises of military back¬ 
up. 

“Our soldiers are soldiers of peace and they 
are ready to be by your side,” President Alpha 
Oumar Konare of Mali said Monday after a 
meeting in Bamako with President Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone. 

At an emergency meeting on Sierra Le~. 
one’s rebellion in Abidjan last week, the Eco¬ 
nomic Community of . West African Slates 
said Mali was ready to send 400 reinforce¬ 
ments and Gambia 200. 

After recent rebel attacks near Freetown, 
about 5,000 Nigerian soldiers were sent in to 
bolster security. Nigerian reinforcements 
have been deployed in other areas that are 
deraned rebel targets. 

Meanwhile, a special United Nations en¬ 
voy, Francis Okeflo, toured the eastern and 
southern cities of Keoema and Bo on Monday 
to assess security following foe evacuation last 
week of UN military observers from the area. 
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North America Europe 

Dry and chBy in New Yodc Turning much colder 
City and Washington D.C across northern Europe 
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mtfder with a chance for of (ha weak. London. Paris 
rain Saturday. Chicago, and Amsterdam will turn 
Detroit and Toronto may colder. Thera we be soma 
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ing Sw tha past weekend. or flurries. Southern 
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remain dry. and maMy dry. Athens wfl 

■ -be tty and turning mWar. 
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Asia 

Cold in Tokyo and Seoul at 
the and of the weak; cold 
and dry In Bering. Dry and 
cooler in- Shanghai. Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. Muggy 
hi Singapore with a shower 
or ttundBrahdwer on occa¬ 
sion. A tropical storm may 
threaten southeast Asm 
and the Malay Perinauto. 
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THE AMERICAS 


An Instant Top-Tier Prospect Shakes Up 2000Race 


By Dai 
and David S. Broder 

WnAuiyto/i ftvr&mce 


; Elizabeth Dole giving a farewell after she resigned as RedCross^-eSdonL 


WASHINGTON — Elizabeth Dole 
’ has signaled interest in a presidential 
candidacy in 2000, and political ana¬ 
lysts say her decision could reshape the 
contest for die Republican nomination. 

■ ‘"The Red Cross has been a glorious 
.mission field, but I believe there may be 
other duties yet to fill,” Mrs. Dole told 
employees Monday as she stepped down 
as president of the American Red Cross. - 

In an interview after her speech, she 
insisted, “I have not made a decision.*' 

-Bm she said she would explore the 
practicalities of seeking the presidency 
with “the many people who have urged 
me to ran.”' 

dose associates said there was a 
strong chance that Mrs. Dole, the wife 
of former Senator Bob Dole, the 1996 
Republican nominee for president, 
would establish a presidential explor¬ 
atory committee within the next several 
weeks, and they predicted that it would 
lead to a full-fledged candidacy. 

They said die timing of her departure 
from the Red Cross was dictated in part 
by the enormous fund-raising demands 
involved in a presidential campaign and 
the realization that she must start soon to 
be competitive. 

Republican and Democratic analysts 
said Mis. Dole, 62, a Harvard Law 
School graduate who held two cabinet 


posts in. Republican administrations, 
would enter the presidential campaign 
in die top tier of Republican candidates, 
if she decides to ran. 

They noted that Mrs. Dole, who 
gained political experience in her hus¬ 
band's three national campaigns, ap¬ 
pealed to various potential constituen¬ 
cies, including Chris tian conserva tiv es, 
die party establishment and some mem¬ 
bers of die business community. 

Some of her close associates said that 
as tine first serious female candidate for 
president, she would have imig m* ap¬ 
peal. Asked if she thought the country 
was ready to give serious consideration 
to a woman running for president, Mrs. 
Dole said, “Yes, I do.” 

A Democratic pollster, Celinda Lake, 
said: “I think she'd be formidable. The 
battleground in 2000 is going to be 
women Voters. Not many people no¬ 
ticed it, but in the last election. Re¬ 
publicans reduced the gender gap by 
picking up support among married 
moms and suburban women. And she 
will have tremendous appeal to those 
kinds of women.” 

' Linda DiVali, a Republican pollster 
who met with Mrs. Dole after her an¬ 
nouncement, said that she was “not 
involved” professionally in any way 
but that Mrs. Dole’s actions Monday 
bad made it very clear that she was ready 
to run for president. 

“She changes the entire dynamics of 
die primary,” Ms. DiVaU said. “She 


becomes an immediate top-tier candi¬ 
date along with Governor Bush.” 

George W. Bush, the governor of 
Texas and seal of former President 
George Bush, is considered to be one of 
the strongest potential Republican can¬ 
didates. 

'‘There’s no question sire can raise 
the money,” Ms. DiVall said. “She's 
raised $3.5 billion for the Red Cross. 
And many women will want to be in¬ 
volved in this effort.” 

But other Republican analysis said 
that Mrs. Dole would face significant 
obstacles. She could not count on sup¬ 
port from many of tire parry leaders and 
activists who supported her husband, is 
behind others m mining together or¬ 
ganizations in the first states that select 
delegates to the party's nominating con¬ 
vention, such as Iowa and New Hamp¬ 
shire, and has to establish a clearer 
political identity. 

Until now, Mrs. Dole has been seen 
more as a prospective vice presidential 
candidate in 2000, and some analysts 
said they believed that still might be her 
ultimate goal But associates of Mrs. 
Dole said she would run to win the 
presidential nomination if she derided 
to become a candidate. 

Mrs. Dole's departure from the Red 
Cross came hours before Senator Robert 
Smith of New Hampshire became the 
first Republican to file a formal pres¬ 
idential campaign committee, by¬ 
passing the initial step of an exploratory 


committee. “Americans want character 
and integrity from their leaders," said 
Mr. Smith, who is considered a long- 
shot candidate. 

With others readying their presiden¬ 
tial campaigns, analysts and strategists 
agreed Monday that a Dole candidacy 
would scramble expectations about tire 
contest for the Republican nomination. 
Bui they differed on who might be hurt 
the most if she runs. 

Some said that Mr. Bush, who has 
been the clear leader in early polls, 
would feel the impact immediately be¬ 
cause Mr. Dole also brings a well- 
known name and some celebrity appeal 
to the contest. 

Others said such Republican hopefuls 
as the magazine publisher Steve Forbes, 
former Vice President Dan Quayle, Sen¬ 
ator John McCain of Arizona and 
former Governor Lamar Alexander of 
Tennessee, who will establish an ex¬ 
ploratory committee an Friday, would 
be affected more by bar entry. 

■ Missouri Senator to Stay Out 

Senator John Ashcroft. Republican of 
Missouri, a favorite of Christum con¬ 
servatives who spent much of 1998 pre¬ 
paring a White House bid, said Tuesday 
that he would not after all run for the 
presidency in- 2000, Reuters reported 
from Springfield, Missouri. 

In a speech to supporters, Mr. Ash¬ 
croft said he would instead seek re- 
election to the Senate in 2000. 


First Tobacco, Now Guns: Lawyers Reset Sights 


By David Segal 

Washington Post Sen-ice 


WASHINGTON — For the past four 
years, a team of about 60 American law 
‘firms has rented a suite of offices in 
• central New Orleans and matte ft the 
^headquarters for a legal assault against 
v’^e tobacco industry. Last week, the 
offices got a makeover for a-new fight 
— this .time against the gun industry. 

Deploying the same tactics it brought 
to the tobacco wars, the legal collective 
known as the Castano Group is reaiming 
its sights, hoping to earn millions in fees 
by suing gunmakers on behalf of cities 
across the United States. 

The Castano Group is die brainchild 
•of Wendell Gauthier, a lawyer special¬ 
izing in mass injury cases who made the 
•first of several fortunes representing 
.victims of hotel fires and plane 
. crashes. 

In 1994, he persuaded a group of 60 
firms to contribute $100,000 each to 
finance a war room to coordinate law¬ 
suits against the tobacco industry. The 
•suits were based on the then-novel the- 
v ory that tire cigarette companies should 
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pay for the cost incim-ed by smokers to 
treat their addiction. 

Mr. Gauthier is now asking the same 
group and other firms to contribute an¬ 
other $100,000 for the gun litigation. 
About 40 firms have accepted so far, 
and others are expected to join soon, 
said John Coale. a Washington lawyer 
who is part of the group. 

Gun manufacturers, meanwhile, are 
on the verge of hiring corporate defense 
firms capable of fending off a carefully 
orchestrated legal attack on a national 
scale. 

The virtually inevitable brawl over 
the gun business will very likely feature 
many of thq- same combatants and 
strategies that figured in the epic con¬ 
frontation over tobacco. 

, “It's uncanny,” said Stanley Ches- 
Iey, a Cmrinnati lawyer who is part of 
the Castano Group, “but we just keep 
running Into the same people in this 
business.” 

In October, New Orleans became the 
firstcity to file a suit against gunmakers, 
demanding redress for the cost of re¬ 
sponding to shootings aad alleging that 
companies such as GlockInland Smith 
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& Wesson Corp. failed to install safety 
devices that would prevent children and 
unauthorized users from firing guns. 

Lawyers from the Castano Group, 
which takes its‘name from an early 
tobacco plaintiff, are handling the case 
on behalf of the city. 

Chicago followed with its own suit in 
November, offering other liability the¬ 
ories, and more cities are expected to 
file soon. A variety of private actions are 
in the works as well 

For critics of the cigarette settlement, 
the tobacco lawyers’ new onslaught ful¬ 
fills an unhappy prophecy. Well before 
cigarette makers agreed in November to 
pay more than $200 billion over 25 
years to settle lawsuits brought by state 
attorneys general. Wall Street analysts 
and others predicted that the money 
ultimately would fund new lunges at 
other industries. 

The Castano team has yet to profit 
from die tobacco litigation, because it 
was not party to the actions by the at¬ 
torneys general and its private class ac¬ 
tions are still pending. Still, Castano 
lautyers such as Mr. Coale expect-a 
tobacco payday and are unabashed about 


Democratic Lock on California 

LOS ANGELES — A new era in California politics has 
started as Gray Davis, a veteran state official known for 
being more bland than bold, took the oath to be governor 
and became the first Democrat in 16 years'to hold the 
nationally influential office.. 

In an inaugural that reflected his tempered, no-frills 
political style. Mr. Davis pledged foremost to revitalize tire. 
state’s public schools, which were once the envy of the 
nation. He also vowed to lead California past die emotional 
battles over affirmative action and immigration that have 
riven the state, saying, “You can finally bring down the 
curtain on tire politics of division.’' The remark drew a 
standing ovation and was clearly aimed at the man be is 
replacing, Pete Wilson, a two-term Republican. 

“I pledge to you an administration that is at once tough- 
y^minded and big-hearted,” Mr. Davis said in his address, 
"broadcast live across the state Monday. “We will restore a 
sense of decency and compassion to government” 

Mr. Davis. 56, is taking office with advantages many 
other elected officials wish they had: His easy Victory in 
November over Dan Longren, the state attorney general, 
gives him a strong mandate. His party now controls both 
houses of the California legislature and virtually all other 
top elected offices in the state, a sweep unseen hoe since 
the late 1950s. The Californian economy is m good shape, 
and Mr. Davis has great support VOter ?wSS 

fastest-growing segment of me state electorate. {Wri 

Mrs. Ventura, Reluctant Celebrity 

ST. PAUL, Minnesota—There. is, of comse, the matter 
of tiie silverware. What would happen, frets tee wrfeofdhe 
new governor of Minnesota, “if here is some queen and 


king of Sweden who come here? How do you address these 
people? What fork or knife do I pick up first?” 

It is a potential society page scandal, a first lady faux pas 
of the first degree, and Terry Ventura knows it ■ 

' But h has been part of the baggage as her husband, Jesse 
(The Body) Ventura, tee former professional wrestler, has 
become tee most unlikely political star in America. Mr. 
Ventura was sworn in Monday as tee 37th governor of 
Minnesota. In tee days leading up to the inauguration, his 
wife Was busy trying to calm her butterflies. 

“Basically, 1 have just been treading water to make sure 
I don’t drown for the last two months,'' she said before tee 
mauguratiori: To a television interviewer, she said: “I’ll be 
. tee one tripping down the stairs in her formal gown.” 

It is not that she does not appreciate the foot that her 
husband, a man whose early career involved wearing a pink 
feather boa and butting heads with Hulk Hogan, managed to 
upend the stalwart Republican and Democratic candidates 
with his raucous tbinfparty insurgency. It is just that this 
extraordinary chapter in her husband’s celebrity forces her 
to become a celebrity, too. 

“Somehow, our victory turned into this giant Franken¬ 
stein teonster rampaging through the village,” Mrs. Ven¬ 
tura said. “My phone is ringing off the hook. They have all 
these expectations. They want me to give speeches. Well, 
the last tune I gave a speech I was at my sister's wedding. I 
was the maid of honor, and I said: 'Congratulations. Have a 
great life.’” • (NYT) 


Quote/Unquote 


Vice President A1 Gore on bureancratese: “If we took the 
same approach to Christmas songs that we take to tee 
language of federal rules ami regulations, instead of ‘Silent 
Night,' we’d be singing about ‘noise-mitigated post-day¬ 
light time intervals.’ (LAT) 


what they will do with the money. 

“People kqpt saying that we would 
go after tee alcohol or fast-food in¬ 
dustries next,” Mr. Coale said. “But 
we’d never do that We enjoy liquor and 
meat too much.” 

Meanwhile, several lawyers who 
scored big in the suits filed by tee at¬ 
torneys general are eyeing the gun issue. 
For instance, Robert Kerrigan’s eight- 
person firm in Pensacola, Florida, pock¬ 
eted $200 million for its work on the 
tobacco settlement — part of a record¬ 
setting $3.4 billion in fees shared by 
several Florida law firms. He and his 
partners were now considering whether 
to sue gunmakers. 

“I know the business community 
considers us a bunch of vultures who 
just got done with one corpse and are 
looking for another,” Mr. Kerrigan 
said. “But tee truth is that tobacco had 
to pay in no small measure because of 
what we did.” 

Whether tee gun litigation turns out 
to be tee next legal gold rush is an open 
question. Gunmakers are not nearly as 
wealthy as the cigarette makers, taking 
in about $3 billion to $4 billion a year, a 
small fraction of the big tobacco compa¬ 
nies’ yearly revenue. 

Bob Ricker of the American Shooting 
Sports Council, a trade association for 
gunmakers, vowed lha: his members 
would not be intimidated into an out-of- 
court settlement, regardless of how 
many cities line up against them. “We’ll 
be able to show that what these lawyers 
are actually after is money,” he said. 


Surgery With Magnets 

New Technique Allows Doctors to Manipulate 
Instruments and Dispense With Use of Needles 


By Holcomb B. Noble 

_ Nr*- llirt Times SmiiY _ 

NEW YORK — A team led by a 
Missouri neurosurgeon has performed 
tee first surgery on a human using 
superconducting magnets to direct a 
surgical instrument into the brain. 

The technique allows surgeons to 
move around corners or on a curved 
path, to reach and perform a biopsy on 
a tumor, and eliminates tee past re¬ 
quirement — and danger—of push¬ 
ing a needle through important areas 
of the brain. 

Dr. Ralph Dacey.head of neurosur¬ 
gery at Washington University 
School of Medicine in Sl Louis, said 
tee new magnetic-surgery system is 
less invasive and should prove safer 
than traditional methods. It combines 
several high-technology devices — 
computers, magnetic resonance ima¬ 
ging (MRI), live X-rays, and small 
superconducting magnets to place 
surgical instruments or medication in 
precisely the right spot without dis¬ 
turbing sensitive areas nearby. 

Specialists said the system raised 
tee potential of developing a variety of 
new medical treatments for illnesses 
like Parkinson’s disease and other mo¬ 
tor disorders centered in tee brain, 
cancer there and elsewhere in tee 
body, and heart disease. 


Until now, though surgeons have 
been able to use images of the brain to 
locate a tumor, they have generally 
had to push a needle manually toward 
a tumor through whatever vital sec¬ 
tion lay in tee pathway. 

With the aid of a series of MRI 
images of tee patient's brain. Dr. 
Dacey and his team mapped out tee 
least invasive route to tee tumor and 
created computerized instructions 
that would direct a sharp plastic sur¬ 
gical instrument to tee nght place. 
The team then placed tee patient's 
head inside a frame and within three 
sets of tee superconducting magnets. 

Dr. Dacey drilled an opening 
through the patient's skull to tee edge 
of the brain. Sitting at the computer 
console, he instructed the magnetic 
system to move a plastic catheter, 
somewhat narrower than a straw, into 
the brain. Another, tiny magnet was 
inside tee catheter. 

Preprogrammed electronic im-. 
pulses from tee computer ser up a 
sequence of magnetic fields around 
the head to guide tee tiny magnet on 
course to the tumor. 

When tee catheter reached tee tu¬ 
mor, he gently pullfcd it with the 
guidewire, leaving the hollow catheter 
in place. Then, he moved the surgical 
tool in through tee catheter to cut out 
tissue samples from tee tumor. 


Away From Politics 


• The Nevada state police arrested a 

man they believe is the sniper who fired 
Monday at vehicles on interstate 80 
between Reno and tee California state 
line, wounding one man. (AP) 

• The death of a woman whose son is 
charged in the fatal beating of a ho¬ 
mosexual college student is being in¬ 
vestigated as a possible murder, author¬ 
ities in Laramie, Wyoming, said. 


Preliminary autopsy results revealed that 
Cindy Thompson Dixon, whose body 
was found on a road near Laramie, died 
of hypothermia. Mrs. Dixon, 40, was the 
mother of Russell Henderson, who is 
awaiting trial in tee Oct 7 beating of 
Matthew Shepard, who later died. (AP) 

• FBI agents rescued the son of a 
wealthy Taiwanese businessman who 
was kidnapped Dec. 15 and held for 


$1.5 million ransom. Kuan Nan Chen, 
17, was found in a bouse near his home 
in San Marino, California. (LAT) 

• The U.S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture has agreed to pay hundreds of 
millions of dollars to settle a lawsuit 
brought by thousands of black farmers 
who say the department discriminated 
against teem by denying them loans and 
other subsidies. (NYT) 


U.S. Postpones 
GPS Navigation 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The 
government delayed on Tues¬ 
day its planned start of a $1 
billion satellite-based airplane 
navigation system after a con¬ 
tractor detenrdned that the 
designing of software for it was 


U.S. Met Secretly With Colombia Rebels 


"v 




By Douglas Farah 

New York Tima Srrrict _ 

WASHINGTON — The 
first face-to-face meetings fiy 
American officials with leaa- 
ers of Colombia's largest 
Marxist guerrilla organiza¬ 
tion late last month were part 
of an effort to breathe life into 
the nascem peace, process, ac¬ 
cording to. Colombian and 
U.S. officials. 

The secret meetings rep¬ 
resent a sharp change in u.o. 
■poliev toward the hemi¬ 
sphere’s longest-running m- 

'sirgeocy.'nieywereheWfor 

■two days in San ^ ^ 
iRica, between miti-leveJSttie 
■Department officials and se* 

:^cTleade« of th « ^ ol “f 
tionary Aimed Forces oi 

'Colombia. L ■ n .. 
. Washington has offiaaity 
•esaritedthe group as a ter- 
bforist organization 
■much of its mong.from pro- 
•tecting drag 

•from kidnapping and extor 
n< Among people possibly be- 


live by tee group 
are three American mission¬ 
aries who were kidnapped in 
1994 and remain unaccounted 
for. The Stare Department had 
said previously teat it would 
not talk to tee rebels until tee 
missionaries were released or 
’ their bodies were turned over 
to their families. 

“One of our primary rea¬ 
sons for holding tee meetings 
was to press them on the 
Americans,” aSlateDepart- 
ment official said, ^de¬ 
cided it was better to talk to 
them and lay out our position 
than to have no contact They 
understand we will have se¬ 
rious problems with them if 
they don’t give us answerson 
tee kidnapped Americans. 

. The other major problems 

the rebel group s 

asssassg 

a role that earns the group 

srrtfsssrc 

to endittf *e peace 


process were successful and 
the Colombian government 
channeled development aid to 
areas under guerrilla control. 

■ The. meetings were report¬ 
ed in. the Colombian press 
over tire weekend as the gov¬ 
ernment of President Andres 
Pastrana struggled to build 
support for ils peace initiative 
with tee guerrillas. 

On Thursday, Mr. Pastrana 
and tee rebel high command 
are scheduled to begin peace 
talks in tee remote town of 
San Vicente del Caguan. 

Earlier talks ha ve produced 
few results, and over tire past 
two years tee rebel group has 
almost , doubled in size, to 
15 , 000 , Wn^hf new weapons 
and communications gear and 
dealt'tee Colombian army a 
number of defeats. * 

- To induce the rebels to talk, 
Mr. Pastrana took tee con¬ 
troversial step of withdraw¬ 
ing all government forces 
from an area tire size of 
Switzerland to create a do- 
militarized zone in which the 
rebel leaders would feel safe. 


The State Department 
spokesman, James Rubin, said 
tee group’s designation as a 
terrorist organization did not 
prechide tee United Slates 
from talking to fire insurgents 
“or any other foreign terrorist 
organization if we detezmine 
that such a meeting is con¬ 
sistent with our interests, in¬ 
cluding bringing an end to 
Colombia’s Jong-ninning civil 
conflict and to the terrorist at¬ 
tacks that accompany it.” 


The first phase of the Wide 
Area Augmentation System 
was to have entered service in 
July. Instead, the Federal Avi- 
atioa Administration said tire 
date had been pushed back 14 
months to September 2000. 

The 


to navigate using the 
Position System satellite net¬ 
work instead of ground-based 
radio signals. The tedinology is 
needed to correct the standard 
GPS signals, which are pur¬ 
posely degraded by tire mil¬ 
itary, to provide the accuracy, 
integrity and reliability needed 
for rivfl aviation navigation. A 
satellite-based system will al¬ 
low the FAA to phase out its 
costly network of ground- 
based navigational aids. 


A Great Location 
for Business Travellers 
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THE BOSPHORUS 

A Passion for Perfection 
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TREMENDOUS VIEWS OVER 
INTERNATIONAL MARKETS 

Ai MIP1M, you will discover the 
foil range of major imernatKHtal 
rail mate projects currently in 
progress, showcased by 1.IS6 
exhimor; spread over 17,000 sqm. 
of exhibition area. 

And you can boost your market 
intelligence ai tbe conference 
programme, where well-known 
experts discus* the industry's 
hottest topics. 


THE WORLD PROPERTY MART 


With 8.319 professionals 
attending from S5 countries. 
MIP1M is by Car the largest real 
estate market in the world. 
Per 10 years MIPtM has been the 
focus for all (he key trend* in the 
sector, and new business 
development 
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MAKE CONTACTS WITH THE 
LEADING PLAYERS 

Only MIPtM can attract a total of 
1,987 investors and 4 Ifi end-own. 
The event brings together 
everyone who matters in 
international real estate to 
Cannes. 


Contact: Nadine CASTAGNA 
REED M 1 DEM ORGANISATION 
BPS 72 - 11 . rur da Cotond ftnw Ana 
75 T 26 Pari* Cnln IS-FRANCE 
Tfcl: 0(0)14100 *IS 30 
Fw 33toil 41004SM 
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EUROPE 


Bonn Cries ‘Slander 9 
On Citizenship Reform 

Fight Shapes Up Around Opposition Petition 


Ccm&kdbyOrSt&FMOUpcadka . 

BERLIN — Pledging not to be de¬ 
terred by opposition r ‘slander,” the 
government announced Tuesday that it 
would counter a petition chive against 
its planned citizenship law reforms with 
an information campaign of its own. 

“We're sticking with our intention 
and think that the law will be all ready 
by summer,” said Comelie Sonntag- 
Wolgast, parliamentary stale secretary 
in die Interior Ministry. An Interior 
Ministry spokeswoman, Keratin 
Kiessler, said a first draft of-die leg¬ 
islation had been completed and would 

An Interfaith Group 
Set to Meet in Paris 
Leaves Catholics Out 

Reuters 

PARIS — Christian and Jewish re¬ 
ligious leaders in France are dne to at¬ 
tend a sin gular interfaith meeting at the 
central Paris mosque next month, a se¬ 
nior Islamic official said Tuesday. 

The image of clerical harmony was 
tarnished, however, when foe Protestant 
minister due to attend the talks said ties 
woe strained between his church and Ro¬ 
man Catholics, France's - majority religion 
whose representatives were not invited. 

“This will be the first structured 
meeting of its kind,” said Hocine Rais, 
who is responsible for cultural affairs at 
the mosque. 

French Muslim leaders have attended 
interfaith meetings before, but Mr. Rais 
said the mosque did not traditionally 
organize functions on the premises in¬ 
volving non-Muslims. He said foe move 
demonstrated the desire of French 
Muslim leaders to have dialogue with 
clerics of other religions. 

“The prophet Mohammed invited 
Christians to pray with him in his day, 
and we all descend from our common 
father. Abraham,” Mr. Rais said. 

Islam is France’s second most pop¬ 
ular religion after Catholicism, prac¬ 
ticed by more than 5 million Muslims, 
many erf whom emigrated from northern 
Africa. 

The clerics said they would hold six 
debates on the Bible and the Koran In a 
Protestant church, a Jewish synagogue 
and the main Paris mosque. 

Asked why no Catholics would take 
part in the debates, a Protestant minister, 
Alain Houziaux, hinted that a theological 
dispute had cooled relations between die 
churches. “This is a debate between 
Christians, Muslims and Jews,” he said. 
“I represent the Christians.” 

Rabbi Daniel Farfai suggested that 
Catholic priests prominent in existing 
interfaith dialogues should be invited. 

Over 80 percent of France’s 60 mil¬ 
lion inhabitants are nominally Catholic. 
There are about 2 million Protestants 
and 750,000 Jews in France. 


“It’s "poi^hrtMid ft^fp^rtically ir- KOSOVO: NATO General Says Whr Is Near 


be taken up early this year by the cab¬ 
inet 

Miss Sonntag-Wolgast accused the 
conservative parties, which moved into 
the opposition with foe September elec¬ 
tion of Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder, 
of “■slander” for suggesting that mak¬ 
ing it easier for foreigners to obtain 
German citizenship would lead to more 
violence and ter rorism in Germany. 

“There will be a majority among the 
public if we argue property and don't 
indulge in a form of scare-mongering,” 
she said in an inroview with Sued- 
westfunk broadcasting. 

Jewish officials in Germany accused 
conservatives' on Tuesday of whipping 
up racist sentiment. 

Michel Friedman, a leader of foe Cen¬ 
tral Council of Jews in Germany, said 
the Christian Democrats were acting in 
a reckless manner by preparing a pe¬ 
tition drive against foe plan 

“There is an extraordinary danger 
with this,” he said in an interview with 
foe Berlin newspaper TagesspicgeL 

“It’s populist and it’s politically ir¬ 
responsible,”' he said in an excerpt, 
made public before publication Wed¬ 
nesday. “It’s going to awaken voices in 
this country that we don't want.” 

The government plans to relax na¬ 
tionality law, which is based cm blood¬ 
line, not place of birth, to make it easier 
for foreigners to become Germans and 
still keep their ori ginal citizenship. 

But many conservatives contend that 
the revision would give special priv¬ 
ileges to foreigners and could lead to 
potentially dangerous divided loyalties. 

The chai rman of foe opposition 
Christian Democratic Union, Wolfgang 
Schaeable said on German television 
Monday night fhar rfnal ririzanship 
would endanger the integration of for¬ 
eigners in Germany, not promote it 

Also, he said, it would lead to con¬ 
siderably greater immigration. 

Marieluise Beck, foe government's 
c ommissioner for foreigner affairs, at¬ 
tacked the planners of the petition cam¬ 
paign, which is to begin on Jan. 24. 
“They are clearly not above unsettling 
and whipping up the public,” she said. 

The commissioner accused the Chris¬ 
tian Democrats and their Bavarian al¬ 
lies, the Christian Social Union, of try¬ 
ing to incite the public against foe 
reforms to raise their own profile. 

She said foe government woald 
counter with a campaig n ex plaining the 
proposed revision of foe law. 

Foreign Minis ter Joschka Fischer ac¬ 
cused the conservatives of “carrying 
out a power snuggle on die backs of. 
foreign fellow residents.” 

~ Even some Christian Democrats crit¬ 
icized the conservatives’ petition plan. 

The chairman of foe party’s social 
policy committee, Rainer Eppelmann, 
told the Berliner Zeitung newspaper that 
a petition drive would make sense only 
if it led to a broad and substantive de¬ 
bate. He added he hoped “that along 
with that emotions will be kept in 
check.” (AP, Reuters) 
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French soldiers distributing kerosene near Sarajevo to heat a refugee center for ethnic Albanians ftom Kosovo. 


Continued from Page 1 

foe political talks on autonomy for 
Kosovo, where ethnic Albanians make 
up 90 percent of foe population. In ef¬ 
fect, he said that the burden now was on 
the Serbs to devise reassurances capable 
of inducing foe ethnic Albanians totake 
a chance on autonomy rather than fight 
on for independence. 

His unusually blunt accusations 
about Serbian behavior, which he might 
have muffled to protect his relations 
with Mr. Milosevic, appeared intended 
to dispel any impressions that both sides 
were more or less equally to blame for 
foe deteriorating climate in Kosovo. 

Acknowledging that separatist guer¬ 
rillas have also been on the offensive, 
General Clark saich “You have to look 
at the problem in its entirety, meaning 
that 10 years ago when Belgrade took 
away their autonomy, that plunged the 
place into a cycle of repression (seeding 
resistance and being met with vastly 
excessive reaction” by Serbian forces. 

Since NATO has no mandate for ac¬ 
tion against the Kosovo Liberation 
Army of ethnic Albanian separatists. 
General Clark’s comments were obvi¬ 
ously directed at Belgrade. He left foe 
impression that Serbia risks losing its 
authority completely if its continued use 
of force unde rmine s foe prospects fix’ a 
compromise based on autonomy. 

Without directly threatening air 
strikes. General Clark said that NATO 
had made military preparations de¬ 
signed to ensure foal Kosovo did not 
return to what he called “the village 
burning” and other acts of large-scale 
violence that marked a Serbian military 
■ offensive last year. 

But a U.S. plan offering Kosovo au¬ 
tonomy — what another U.S. official 
described as ‘ ‘demonstrable sdf-govem- 
ment” similar to that enjoyed by 
Montenegro, which is also port of Serbia 


*— seems so far to be going nowhere 
because it falls short of what Kosovar 
separatists want and concedes too much 
to be acceptable to Belgrade hard-liners. 

Momentum on this CODS issue cannot 
be expected to emerge from foe efforts 
of monitors sent by the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
who provide what General Clark called 
‘'tactical mediation and much greater 
visibility into specific situations.” 

The monitors opened an investiga¬ 
tion Tuesday into'a possible mass grave 
near Urosevac, about 30 kilometers (18' 
miles) south of the regional capital, 
Pristina. It was described by an .or¬ 
ganization spokesman as “allegedly 
containing the bodies of II women and 
children who were apparently killed in 
the summer.” 

Separatists have said that the victims 
were e thnic Albanians killed by Serbs. 

In coming months, foe unarmed veri¬ 
fiers could find themselves at risk, and 
General Clark underlined NATO’s de¬ 
termination to protect them.— initially, 
with a2,000-strong extraction force com¬ 
manded and largely manned by France. 

Belgrade has warned that any rescue 
mission-will'be treated as an invasion, 
cansing some concern in Paris that 
- NATO’s involvement in Kosovo might 
draw French troops into battle against 
the Serbs, long allies of Paris. 

General Clark visited Paris on Mon¬ 
day to reassure Defense Minister Alain 
Richard that the extraction force was 
meant to handle rescues, not a major 
assault — for which NATO , would 
launch its own countermeasures. 

French officials said that General 
Clark also used his trip to take issue with 
remarks last week in which Mr. Richard 
blamed the Kosovo Liberation Army for 
destabilizing foe province. France has 
been more reluctant than die United 
States or Britain to confront Mr. Mi¬ 
losevic over Kosovo. 
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General Wesley Clark, the supreme 
allied commander in Europe. 

.A new tone emerged in the Paris 
talks, a French, official said, in which the 
Milosevic regime was characterized as 
“foe instability machine in Belgrade.” 

Attitudes toward Mr. Milosevic ap¬ 
pear to be altering fundamentally m 
both Washington and "London, where 
“he used to be seen as disagreeable but 
useful in getting things done and now he 
is seen as foe source of all foe prob¬ 
lems,*' -according to Jonathan Eyal, re¬ 
search director at the Royal United Ser¬ 
vices Institute in London. 

The view that U.S. efforts should be 
focused on isolating Mr. Milosevic and 
founding help to his opponents in Ser¬ 
bia and-elsewhere has become “wide- 
reread, but not yet a consensus” in the 
Clinton administration, a State Depart¬ 
ment official said Tuesday by phone. 

But. sounding skeptical about the im¬ 
minence of a real shift in U.S. policy, 
MoitonAbramowilz, a former State De¬ 
partment official, said: “So for, I think 
it’s mostly rhetoric to disguise our frus¬ 
tration.” ... 


Politician Targeted 
For Aiding Terrorist 

FRANKFURT — Prosecutors 
on Tuesday sakUhcy wanted to ask 
foe European Parliament to lift the 
imm unity of a German member 
after his admission that he had 
helped a terrorist suspect hide ran, 
for years in France. - . • 

Job Tiimaon, a Frankfort pros¬ 
ecutor, said his office first bad to 
interview foe terrorist' suspect, 
Hans-Joachim Klein, about who,' 
had helped him flee the country and 
hide before requesting that Daniel 
Cohn-Bendit’s immunity be lifted. ■ 

Mr. Klein was arrested in Franco 
in September, and Mr. TUmann 
• said an official response to Ger. 
many’s request for extradition 
should come soon. 

Mr. Klein is wanted in connec¬ 
tion with the 1975 OPEC confer¬ 
ence attack in Vienna in which 70. 
people were taken hostage and 
three people killed. Orders for foe 
attack are believed to have come 
from the Cold War terrorist JQich 
Ramirez Sanchez, known a& Car- 
Jos, who is now in a French jafl. 
serving a life term for a triple ' 
murder in another case. 

After Mr. Klein’s arrest, Mr. 
Cohn-Bendit, a prominent Greens 
party member in Frankfort, pub¬ 
licly admitted having known of his 
whereabouts. He said that he and 
others had provided Mr. Klein fi¬ 
nancial support because Mr. Klein 
had renounced terrorism yean 
ago. (AP) 

Yeltsin Planning 
State Visit to Paris 

' PARIS — President - Beds 
Yeltsin of Russia 'mil come to 
France on Jan. 28 for a two-day 
visit, foe French Foreign Ministry, 
said Tuesday. W 

The trip will be Mr. Yeltsin’s 
first state visit abroad since he 
began experiencing serious health 
problems in Kazakhstan two 
months ago. He was rushed back to 
Moscow and has since canceled 
several overseas trips. (AFP) 

Serb Designate 
Lacks Support 

BANJA LUKA, Bosnia — The 
prim e minister-designate of Bos¬ 
nia’s Stub republic suffered a set¬ 
back Tuesday when leaders of foe 
Western-leaning Stoga coalition 
refused to support him. 

The outcome of a meeting be-j 
tween presidents of the three main* 
Slogs parties makes it increasingly 
untikmy that BranoMiljus will win 
sufficient parliamentary backing to 
form a new government in the Seri) 
entity following elections in 
September, analysts said.(/?euxers) 
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His Holiness 
Mahans hi Mahesh Yogi 

who introduced Transcenden¬ 
tal Meditation to ike world forty 
yean ago. and opmed the gate- 
way of enlightenment to millions 
of people, is now bringing in¬ 
vincibility to every nation and 
perpetual peace to the world 
family through membership in 
his Global Administration 
through Natural Law. 

Iraq Conflict Raises 
An Alarm for Every Nation 

T he Council ofSupreme In¬ 
telligence of MaharishTs 
Global Administration through 
Natural Law is raising an 
alarm: a conflict like that be¬ 
tween Iraq and the United 
States and United Kingdom 

can happen to any nation at any 
time. Any nation at any time 
could try to destroy any other 
natioa, and die United Nations 
will be powerless to resolve the 
situation. And it is possible for 
even a small nation to become 
a thorn for the whole family of 
nations. 

Situations like that in Iraq 
have happened before and 
they will happen again. We 
therefore propose that every 
government should take steps 
to prevent die birth of any en¬ 
emy to their nation and be free 
from fear by raising their na¬ 
tion to invincibility. . 
Membership in 

Maharisbi’s 
Global Administration 
Through Natural Law 

To achieve this goal, foe Coun¬ 
cil ofSupreme Intelligence is 

inviting every country to be- 


Offer of Invincibility 
To Every Nation 

Access to Invincibility through Natural Law 

New Year Coming with a New Message of 
Invincibility to Every Nation 


come a member of Maharishi’s 
Global Administration through 
Natural Law. This membership 
will be as effective for every na¬ 
tion as membership in the 
United Nations has been inef¬ 
fective. 

Maharishi’s Global'Adminis¬ 
tration through Natural Law 
has a pre ve n tion-oriented ap¬ 
proach to invincibility which 
utilizes the nourishing power 
of Natural Law—the holistic 
intelligence ofNature—which 
is the administrator of the 
whole universe. 

Experts in Yogic Flying 
To Create an 
Integrated, Invincible 

National Consciousness 

The United Nations charges 
every government money to be 
a member. Membership in 
Mabarishi’s Global Adminis¬ 
tration through Natural Law is 
not through paying a member¬ 
ship fee, bar is through creat¬ 
ing integrated national con¬ 
sciousness by establishing a 
group or groups of Yogic Fly¬ 
ers. These groups ofYogic Fly- 
os will maintain coherence in 
collective consciousness disal¬ 
lowing any neighbour or dis¬ 
tant country to become poison¬ 
ous to the nation. 

This approach is very simple 

to implement and can be 
achieved within four months. 
A group of Yogic Flyers has 
foe ability to enliven foe sup¬ 
port of the invincible power of 
Natural Law for the nation, and 
avert die birth of an enemy. 

This effect can be created by a 


group ranging in size from 100 
Yogic Flyers for the smallest 
countries up to 7000 Yogic 
Flyers for the world’s largest 
nations. 

This approach to attaining in¬ 
vincibility is supported by the 
most recent discoveries in 
modem science such as the fur> 


fied Quantum Field Theory. It 
has also been consistently veri¬ 
fied by scientific research— 
more than 40 studies to date 
documenting the effectiveness 
of this approach to invincibil¬ 
ity through Natural Law. 

Taking Recourse to 

Higher Intelligence 
Why do the UN’s efforts al¬ 
ways foil, as in foe present con¬ 
flict in Iraq? Because they do 
not have the support of higher 
intelligence, so whatever is 
done on the level ofhuman in¬ 
telligence does not display the 
total nourishing power of 
Natural Law and therefore re¬ 
sults air not long lasting. 

The present situation in Iraq 
should be an alarm for every 
country. Every nation should 
follow foe maxim: ’Avert foe 
danger which has not yet 
crane*. 

The way to accomplish this is 
to take recourse to higher in¬ 
telligence—the holistic intelli¬ 
gence ofNatural Law—by es¬ 
tablishing a group of experts in 
Yogic Flying in any area of so¬ 
ciety. 

When a spark fells on we* grass 

it is extinguished; when it fells 
on dry grass, a conflagration 


begins. The choice is there for 
every nation now: any govern¬ 
ment'can create a nation that 
is secure from fires of war and 
is invincible through foe sup¬ 
port of the nourishing power 
of Natural Law, or it can re¬ 
main in a state of constant un¬ 
certainty. 

Creating Perpetual 
World Peace 

In fect, every nation on earth 
can now rise to enjoy an invin¬ 
cible status and then no one will 
have the intention to harm any¬ 
one else—and the result will 
be perpetual world peace. 

Every government is welcome 
tojoin Maharishi’s Global Ad¬ 
ministration through Natural 
Law through which all nations 
will quickly gain the support 
ofhigber intelligence. This will 
create not only national invin¬ 
cibility and self-sufficiency, but 
also a problem-free, conflict- 
free, integrated national life, 
and a perpetually peaceful 
family of nations. 

For Further 
Information 
Write, Fax or E-mail to: 

Council of Supreme 

Intelligence 

MaJmrishi’s Global 

Administration 

through Natural Law 

Station 24 . . 

6063 NP Vlodrop 

. The Netherlands 

Fax:+31 475 53 8663 
E-mail: 

csi jnganl@ibm.net 


Congo Rebels Enid Squabbles, They Say 


Room 

GOMA, Democratic Republic of the 

to overthrow President iJuirent Kabila 
said Tuesday that it bad patched up its 
internal differences and would now con¬ 
centrate on winning the war. 

Ernest Wamba dia Wamba, president 
of foe Congolese Rally for Democracy, 
said his group had resolved its rifts after 
meeting with officials from its allies, 
Rwanda and Uganda. 

“Hie errors which were made are in 

after the talks^foe Rwandan capital, 
Kigali 

Rebel officials have recently reported 

divisions in their group, c ulminating in a 

New Year’s Eve broadcast by Mr. dia 

Border Gunmen Kill 
4 Russian Policemen 

The Associated Press . 

MOSCOW — Four Russian police¬ 
men were killed Tuesday by uniden¬ 
tified gunmen near the breakaway re¬ 
public of Chechnya, officials said. 

The officers were killed in Ingush¬ 
etia, near the border with Chechnya, 
where the assailants fled after the attack, 
police officials said, according to Rus¬ 
sian news agencies. 

Since foe end of a 1994-96 inde¬ 
pendence war with Russia, Chechnya 
has remained restive, roamed by nu¬ 
merous gangs involved in kidnapping 
and other crime. Violence has often 
spilled into neighboring Russian re¬ 
gions. 

In other developments, authorities in 
Chechnya arrested a group of militants 
suspected of carrying out a wave of 
kidnappings, a news agency reported 

The 12 suspects were arrested Mon¬ 
day nigh t. Policemen also seized nu¬ 
merous weapons and ammunition, foe 
Itar-Tass news agency reported. 

Sharpudi Tasuyev, a deputy chief of 
Chechnya’s anti-abduction squad, said 
foe arrested men had allegedly kid¬ 
napped a 13-year old boy in foe . 
Chechen capital,' Grozny. The boy is ' 
still missing. 

The government of President Aslan 
Maskhadov has failed to stem a wave of 
kidnappings and other crime .that has 
swept Chechnya since Russian troops 
withdrew in the fall of 1996. 


Wamba being cut short by rivals after he 
said the group risked bong takes hos¬ 
tage by foe “selfish ends of power far 
power’s sake.” 

“The misunder s tanding has been 

cleared, and tire are going to resume as 
usual, confidently, and keep battling as 
before,” Mr. dia Wamba said. 

The Congolese Rally for Democracy 
began its rebellion in August and has 
made sweeping gains in foe east of foe 
country. 

Officials say foe movement is split 
between the founders and those who have 
come forward more recently, and also 
between former allies of Mr. Kabila and 
those who backed Mobutu Sesc Seiko, 
whom Mr. Kabila deposed in 1997. . 

But Mr. dia Wamba played down foe 


Kenyan Is Suspect 


)uspi 

In Tourisfs Murder 

NAIROBI — A second suspect 
was charged Tuesday with foe murder 
of a British 'tourist, Julie Ward, in a 
southwestern Kenyan wildlife sanc¬ 
tuary a decade ago. 

David Kadnla ole Ncboko, 28, a 
former clerk'atfoe Masai Mara Game 
Reserve, was charged with murdering' 
Miss Ward, 28, in September 1988. 

Chief Magistrate Peter Mugo said 
Mr. Nchoko was notrequired to enter 
a pica because thc attorney general's 
office had yet to authorize the start of 
foe triaL The case was adjourned until 
Jan. 19. 

If convicted Mr. Nchoko, who was 
arrested Dec. 28, feces the death pen¬ 
alty by hangin g 

Simon Makallah, 49, afarmer chief 
warden at Masai Mara at foe rim* 0 f 
Miss Ward’s death, has also 
charged with her murder. 

Last month. Judge Daniel Agan- 
yanya of foe High Conn postponed 
foe start of Mr. Makallah’s trial until 
Feb. 4, without giving any reason. 

Two park rangers were charged 
with Miss Ward’s murder in 1992 but 
acquitted by a judge who also crit¬ 
icized foe police for a flawed inves¬ 
tigation. Mr. Makallah and Mr. 
Nchoko were prosecution witnesses 

(AP) 


differences, saying that the party would 
reopen its 28-member assembly in fee 
eastern town of Goma on Wednesday 
and that the decision-making body was 
likely to reshuffle its leadership and 
expand its base. 

Mr. Kabila has failed to end thiB- 
bellion despite assistance from Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Chad and Namibia. 

^On Monday, a military spokesman, 

and theiTalies had^retaken foeHLa^e 
Tanganyika port of Moba, foe eastern 
town of Nyunzu and foe northwestern 
town of Businga in a major push against 
rebel forces. But Mr. dia Wamba and 
rebel commanders in Goma refuted fee 
claims, although they have acknowl¬ 
edged foe loss of Businga. 


Uganda Police Cfugf 
Resigns Over Inquiry 

KAMPALA, Uganda—Uganda's 
chief of. police has resigned over alJj 
legations of embezzlement and gram 
in foe latest in a series of corruption . 
scandals wracking the government, a 
newspaper report said Tuesday. 

John Cossy Odomel announced his 
resignation during a New Year's 
party he threw for his officers, ac¬ 
cording to a deputy police spokes¬ 
man, Eric Nai gamhi - 
Mr. Naigambi declined to com¬ 
ment on newspaper repeats that Mr. 
Odomel, who also served as inspec¬ 
tor-general, had stepped down over a 
government investigation into alle¬ 
gations of corruption, including 
claims that he had used his position as 
police chief to win supply contracts 
for companies that he controls 
On Tuesday, the government- 
owned New Vision newspaper cited 
an inspector-general’s report probing 
Mr. Odomel’s ea rnin gs. 

The report — which charged foal 
Mr. Odomel “spearheads corruption 
in foe police force” — said he hack 
used police funds to set up companies 
and acquire contracts. It also said h? 
used materials from the police con¬ 
struction department to build several 
large mansions around the country. 

. (AP) 
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^Police Beat Anwar, Malaysia Says, but Culprits Are Mystery 


; By Thomas Filler 

*- 'JUl'rnrionul Hcr*ld _ 

; Sian M^y- 

i BsjassaSf ea 
^afgjf.sgaass 

ins :■ 

' the I 1^no a !^^ eraMdlheh eadof 

: g5SUB5TOtt 

; Mr An war was beaten while in police 
! cu »«>?y « September afiw ^ 

' re ** e( * u «der the country’s inrenial-se- 
; cunty laws. At the time, he told a judge 

; HS^^^ f0,dedand beaten mil 
wi down my nose.” 

Malaysia’s attorney general, Mohtar 


U.S. Seeking 
A UN Court 
On Cambodia 


Abdullah, said in a statement faenwt to 
the Bemama* the national news agency, 
that the police were “fully responsible” 
for the injuries to Mr. Anwar. 

“Nevertheless,’’ he added “the in¬ 
vestigations which have been earned out 
so far have not identified the person or 
persons responsible for such injuries.” 

. • Lim Kit Siang, head of the leading 
opposition party in Parliament the 
democratic Action Party, called on the 
government to lake the investigation out 
of the hands of the police “to prove to 
Malaysians and the world that there 
would be no cover-up.” 

. The attorney general said that the 
investigation would continue but that 
“from the evidence obtained so far,” 
the government did not have a case. 

Kamar Ainiah Kama nizanaan, one of 
Mr. Anwar’s lawyers, said: “It’s highly 
unlikely that they don’t know what 


happened to someone when he was de¬ 
tained at police headquarters. People 
going in and out of cells are recorded.” 

She added- “Someone is responsible. 
We believe this has gone on for' too 
tang” 

Hie attorney genera] said jihe inves¬ 
tigation into Mr. Anwar’s beating in¬ 
volved 67 witnesses, including three 
doctors, Mr. Anwar himself and dozens 
of police officers. _ 

The inquiry was led by Mat Zain 
Ibrahim, who was then head of the crim¬ 
inal investigation department in the pro¬ 
vincial city of Malacca. 

Mr. Mat Zain has since been pro¬ 
moted to the same post in the capital, the 
national news agency said Tuesday. 

Mr. Lim, the opposition leader, called 
for tire “swiftest public accountability 
of the brutalities.” 

■ “The question uppermost in every¬ 


body’s mind must be: If a person who 
had held as high an office as deputy 
prime minister, the No. 2 highest post in 
the country, cannot get justice when 
arrested by the police, how can any 
ordinary Malaysian expect justice when 
they run afoul of the law?’' he said. 

■ Mr. Anwar’s beating convulsed 
Malaysia, which has long regarded it¬ 
self as more developed and sophisti¬ 
cated than most of its neighbors. After 
news of the beating became public, tens 
of thousands of Malaysians staged ral¬ 
lies around the capital calling for justice 
and reform. Posters of the popular 
former deputy prime minister sporting a 
black eye became the rallying image of 
protesters. 

Perhaps capturing the national mood 
best was the scene at the courthouse when 
members of Mr. Anwar’s family and his 
lawyers first learned of the beating. 


“I am so sad that this can happen in 
our country,” Pawancheek Marican, 
one of Mr. Anwar's lawyers, said im¬ 
mediately after emerging from the 
courtroom on Sept. 28. “Things are not 
normal here anymore.” 

Mr. Anwar described his beating to 
the judge: “1 was asked to stand up, and 
I was boxed very hard on the left part of 
the temple and the righi pan of the head. 
I was half-conscious, and the police 
helped me to dean up my nose and my 
lips.” 

At the time, Malaysia's prime min¬ 
ister. Mahathir bin Mohamad, who on 
Sept. 2 dismissed Mr. Anwar from the 
government, did not discount the pos¬ 
sibility that his foimer protege's 
wounds were self-inflicted. 

“It's not impossible, because he will 
get plenty of mileage if he showed he 
was abused by police,” he said. 


if 


By Philip Shenon 

| _ Men- Yori Times Sen-ice 

-WASHINGTON — Working to 
- ensure that two top Khmer Rouge 

i leaders are put on trial for their roles 

; in the deaths of more than 1 million 
; Cambodians in the 1970s, the Clinton 
, administration is quietly trying to or- 
; ganize an international tribunal under 
! LIN auspices that would not be bp- 

1 posed by China and the current Cam- 
: bodian government, • 

American officials said one com- 
; promise would call for the men, 

■ Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea, to be 
; charged with crimes against humanity 
' that occurred from 1975 to 1979. 

: syhen the Khmer Rouge under the 
i ! -leadership of Pol Pot ruled Cambodia 
: — and not for crimes that took place 
; afterward. 

The officials said they hoped that 
; such a plan would placate Beijing, 

! which was a steadfast supporter of the 
: Maoist-inspired movement from the 
1960s until the early 1990s, when a 

■ United Nations peace agreement 
' ended virtually all foreign support for 
. the Khmer Rouge. 

The Chinese have argued that they 
' were unaware of the mass killings in 
1 Cambodia as they were occurring to 
: the 1970s. The foil extent of the Khmer 
Rouge atrocities became clear only 
; after they were driven from power by a 
• Vietnamese invasion in 1979. 



A STAR IS REBORN — The North Korean actress Kim Hye Young and her father, Kim Doo Sun, 
leading family members around Seoul on Tuesday as South Korea revealed they defected in August 


The. Vietnamese discovered the 
archival records of the Khmer Rouge 
bureaucracy that disclosed die sys¬ 
tematic tortnre and killing of Cam¬ 
bodians as well as the killing fields 
that held the r emains of the victims. 

The United States is particularly 
sensitive to China's concerns about 
an international tribunal bemuse 
Beijing can veto any proposal for a 
trial that comes before the UN Se¬ 
curity Council. 

. Mr. Khieu Samphan, who was the 
bead of state of the Khmer Rouge 
government, and Mr. Nuon Chea, who 
as Mr. Pol Pot’s second in command 
was known as “Brother No. 2,” de¬ 
fected late last month after spending 
most of the last two decades in jungle 
redoubts along Cambodia’s border 


with Thailand. They have since been 
allowed to return to their refoge. 

American officials acknowledged 
that a proposal to limit the charges to 
crimes that occurred from 1975 to 
1979 might be seen as benefiting the 
United States, which gave critical dip¬ 
lomatic support to the Khmer Rouge 
after the Vietnamese invasion. But 
they insisted that their goal was not to 
shield Washington from blame for 
propping up the Khmer Rouge. 

“we have to go some way to sat¬ 
isfying the Chinese if we want a trial 
thar is granted legitimacy by the Se¬ 
curity Council,” said an administra¬ 
tion official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “Our overall goal is to 
bring the men most responsible for the 
mass murder of the 1970s to trial In 


the best forum possible." 

■ China Cool to Debate 

China distanced itself Tuesday 
from an international debate over how 
to deal with the former Khmer Rouge 
leaders, Reuters reported. 

The Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
Zhu Bangzao, said that China did not 
want to get involved in internal Cam¬ 
bodian politics, but added that Beijing 
would welcome any development that 
supported stability in Cambodia. 

“As tiie leaders of Khmer Rouge 
return to the big family of Cambodia, 
gradually the issue has become his¬ 
tory,” Mr. Zhu said. “However, we 
would appreciate any action that pro¬ 
motes national reconciliation, solidar¬ 
ity and the stability of the country.’’ 


Singapore Politician 
Again Defies Police 

Reuters 

SINGAPORE — An opposition politician de¬ 
fied police warnings and risked arrest to give a 
public speech without a license Tuesday. 

Chee Soon Juan, leader of the small Singapore 
Democratic Pam 1 , made a 40-minute speech to a 
crowd of around SOO people in the central business 
district. It was his second such speech in a week. 

He said the governing People’s Action Party, 
which has dominated Singapore's government 
since independence in 1965, had deprived people 
of their rights of free speech and freedom of in¬ 
formation. 

“You must understand that your rights are yours 
and that the government cannot take them away." 
he said. “If they do. they will affect you as in¬ 
dividuals and as a society.''' 

The government denies that it restricts such 
speeches, but it says proper procedures must be 
followed. A public speaker requires a police permit 
under the Entertainment Act. 

Mr. Chee, 36, made a speech at the same place a 
week earlier. He pleaded not guilty in court Mon¬ 
day after he was charged with making the first 
unlicensed address, an offense punishable with a 
fine of as much as 5.000 Singapore dollars 
($3,000). He is due to appear in court Monday on 
that charge. 

A fine of more than 2,000 Singapore dollars 
would bar him from seeking election for five 
years. 

He said he planned to make another speech next 
week at the National University of Singapore. 

Mr. Chee, whose party is not represented in 
Parliament, said free speech and information were 
keys to economic success because they fostered 
creativity and the entrepreneurial spirit 

The police warned him before the speech Tues¬ 
day and later tried to serve him with a written 
request to smpear at a police station for questioning. 
Mr. Chee declined to accept the document 


BRIEFLY 


Burma Reopens 
Medical Schools 

RANGOON — Two years after 
closing universities nationwide to 
quell student unrest, Burma's mil¬ 
itary government reopened medical 
schools Tuesday. 

The move indicated that the gov¬ 
ernment fell confident enough of 
the security situation that it could 
reopen campuses that were the site 
of some of the most persistent 
protests of late 1996. 

In recent months, the infrastruc¬ 
ture of the opposition National 
League for Democracy, headed by 
Daw Aung Sun Suu Kyi. has been 
weakened by the detention of about 
1.000 members. The government 
says they will be released when 
they agree to quit her party. 

The military said that three med¬ 
ical schools and a dental school in 
Rangoon and Burma's second- 
largest city, Mandalay, had re¬ 
opened. ’ tAP) 

Pakistanis Mourn 
Victims at Mosque 

MULTAN. Pakistan — Thou¬ 
sands of mourners burying victims 
of a massacre at a mosque beat their 
chests and cried out Tuesday for 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif to 
resign and for the Pakistani Army 
to take over the government. 

The mourners held funeral ser¬ 
vices for II of the 16 Shiite 
Muslims slain while at prayer Mon¬ 
day. They blamed Mr. Sharif for 
failing to maintain order in 
Pakistan. The dead were buried in 
the same mosque where the attack 
occuned. in the village of Quereshi. 
more that 30 kilometers t IS miles) 
from Multan. t.AP) 

Toll Rises in Aceh 

JAKARTA — The death toll 
from separatist violence in the trou¬ 
bled Indonesian province of Aceh 
rose to 16, while on Tuesday security 
forces continue house’-to-house 
searches for suspected rebels. 

In Lhokseumawe. a town about 
1,600 kilometers (1.000 miles) 
northwest of Jakarta on the north¬ 
east tip of Sumatra, nine civilians, 
were killed Sunday when security 
forces opened fire on a mob of 
3,000 pro-separatist supporters. 
Seven more people died in hos¬ 
pitals from bullet wounds. (N'YT) 
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Together, with our common strengths, well be able to reach 


THE HIGHEST GOALS. WATCH OUT DAX, HERE COMES 
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Specialty chemicals now have a new spelling: 
Degussa-Hills AG. The company will have 
* -46iOQO employees and will start with .sales 
of more than DM 20 billion. Degussa-Hiils - 
an attractive new international company 
with high growth potential based on the 
. combined strengths of two established firms. 
Degussa-Huls — the latest word for more 
expertise, more commitment, more innovation. 


:^.y. 


■: IT’S 

X 




m potWcai poww 

structure 


n*nuamtans 


http://www.ihtcom 


jenrangs ■ "ano rood ~ * nunxic UBiusifSini'Ctitii - ■ 

Bfcwncr ...- 2 5 Wle#___-_ 4 2 


■j"rw •» •w * re* 1 i pysa,, 8 H . h l * h t » 

niF. WORLDS Emu NEVSPVPKR 







WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6,1999 

EDITORIALS/OPINION 


PA 




Herald 


INTERNATIONAL 



tribune 


PUBLISHPJJ WITH THE NEW YORK TIM1H AND THE WA.SHIMmi,\ POST 


Strong Start for the Euro 


■ Banklsalfbrry 


The euro, the new currency for most 
of Europe, got off to a strong start as it 
appeared to be the magnet for capital 
that its designers desired. The euro 
gained against the dollar, and big Euro¬ 
pean stocks, now traded in euros, rose 
sharply. The fact that the euro exists at 
all. and that polls indicate that it is 
popular among citizens of most Euro¬ 
pean countries, is a great accomplish¬ 
ment for a generation of European lead¬ 
ers — most notably Helmut Kohl of 
Germany — that has largely passed 
from office. Finance ministers had good 
reason to break out the champagne. 

Nonetheless, the most important 
new institution created along with the 
euro is off to a disturbing start. The 
European Central Bank, under the 
presidency of Wim Duisenberg of the 
Netherlands, has demonstrated a tend¬ 
ency toward excessive secrecy. The 
votes of its members on monetary 

Too Little Democracy 

Europe successfully has given birth 
to a new currency. Eleven disparate 
parents, from Finland south to Spain, 
on Monday congratulated themselves 
heartily on their new offspring, the 
inelegantly named euro. They see in a 
unified currency a chance for greater 
prosperity and global clout 

But each nation in “Euroland" also 
has ceded a huge chunk of sovereignty, 
with consequences for their economies 
and democratic institutions that are 
today impossible to predict. 

Normally, monetary unity follows 
national consolidation. Long after be¬ 
coming a country, the United States 
suffered from a fragmented currency 
system; right up to the Civil War, a 
bank in Massachusetts made money 
that might or might not be accepted by 
a tavern keeper in Virginia. Europe is 
trying to reverse the process, forcing 
political unity by giving up its francs, 
lire and Deutsche marks. It is risky, and 
not primarily because money is such a 
treasured symbol of nationhood. 

Money is a key component of eco¬ 
nomic policy-making. If-unemploy¬ 
ment rises, a central bank can lower 
interest rates, accepting some inflation 
or devaluation to spark economic 
growth. The 11 nations of Euroland 
now have forsworn that option. The 
Frankfurt-based European Central 
Bank will chart monetary policy for all 
of them, and the same policy for each 
—although unemployment rates range 
from 2 SL percent in Luxembourg to 
18.2 percent in Spain, and growth rates 
from 1.5 percent in Italy last year to 8.5 
percent in Ireland. 


policy-changes are to remain confi¬ 
dential indefinitely. Mr. Duisenberg 
got the job last May as a result of a 
deal in which France acquiesced only 
after it was agreed that he would re¬ 
sign in about four years to be replaced 
by a French official. Now be says he 
might ignore that deal and stay in of¬ 
fice for eight years. 

The European Central Bank was de¬ 
signed to be more independent than 
even the Federal Reserve or Ger¬ 
many’s Bundesbank. But the various 
national governments retained the au¬ 
thority to choose the bank’s top of¬ 
ficial. By seeming to thumb his nose at 
that political compromise, Mr. Duis- 
enberg has provided a reminder to 
European voters of just how much sov¬ 
ereignty their governments have given 
up. That reminder could come back to 
haunt him if, or when, Europe’s eco¬ 
nomy runs into difficulties and the 
central bank needs supporters. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 


Of course, Massachusetts and Vir¬ 
ginia are now similarly subject to the 
monetary policy of a single Federal 
Reserve system. But, unlike in Euro¬ 
land, the central government in the 
United States also controls fiscal 
policy, and so can direct tax revenues 
from prosperous to troubled regions. 

In addition, thanks in large part to a 
common language, workers in Mas¬ 
sachusetts move far more freely to jobs 
in Virginia, or the reverse, than work¬ 
ers will shuttle between Germany and 
Portugal. 

Proponents see many advantages in 
the euro. Businesses will have a far 
easier time serving a unified market of 
290 million people. Europe's currency 
may come to rival the dollar. Closely 
linked economies will make war or 
litical discord less likely. Even the 
oss of sovereign decision-making is 
seen as a plus, since governments 
denied the seductive option of infla¬ 
tionary money printing will be pushed 
into more painful but ultimately more 
healthy structural reforms. 

All these may pan out. If the euro is 
to succeed, it will certainly force closer 
cooperation among the 11 countries in 
fiscal, labor and other policies. But, as 
with ail supranational schemes, from 
world government to an international 
war crimes court, there Is an anti-demo¬ 
cratic.strand in this European Central 
Bank. Voters in each or the 11 de¬ 
mocracies now are far less able to in¬ 
fluence economic actions critical to 
their well-being. In Euroland today, 
that is seen as a plus—an “insulation” 
from politics. In time, especially in 
hard times, it may be seen as a failing. 

— THE WASHINGTON POST. 
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Cambodia Needs Trials 


The annals of justice contain few 
scenes as bizarre as the goings-on in 
Cambodia last week. In late December, 
Khieu Samphan and Noon Chea de¬ 
fected from the straggling remains of the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas and turned 
themselves in to die government In the 
past the Cambodian leader, Hun Sen, 
had favored prosecuting Khmer Rouge 
leaders, whose regime in die late 1970s 
killed more than a million people. In¬ 
stead he declared that these men should 
be welcomed “with bouquets of 
flowers." They were, quite literally. 
Then they were treated to beach va¬ 
cations. After this engendered outrage in 
Cambodia and worldwide, Hun Sen said 
he supported a trial for his guests. He 
should prove it by arresting them, and 
then the United Nations must quickly 
move toward setting up a court 
Trials of the most important Khmer 
Rouge leaders have been discussed for 
years. In 1997, Hun Sen signed a letter 
asking the United Nations for help in 
setting up such trials. But he has never 
been serious. He has treated defecting 
Khmer Rouge officials as allies and 
given them political power. He has 
manipulated memories of the past 
Last April, the death of Pol Pot 
robbed Cambodia of the opportunity to 
try the man known as “Brother Num¬ 
ber One.” But last month's defectors 
were near his level Nuon Chea was 
known as “Brother Number Two," 
and Khieu Samphan was the head of 
state in the Khmer Rouge government. 
They are now in the town of Pailin, 
which is run by I eng Saxy, a former 
high-ranking Khmer Rouge official 
who was given amnesty when he left 
the guerrillas in 1996. Hun Sen, 
however, insisted in the past that the 


government had control of Pailin, and 
so it could arrest them. 

Three international jurists hired by 
the United Nations are in Cambodia, 
looking at the evidence against the 
most important Khmer Rouge leaders 
and assessing the feasibility of trials. 
They are due to give their report at the 
end of this month. If the evidence is 
there, and experts say it is, the Security 
Council should approve trials of the 
top surviving Khmer Rouge leaders for 
crimes against humanity. 

Given that Cambodia’s justice sys¬ 
tem is a tool of Hun Sen, the trials will 
-have to be internationally run. But they 
can have considerable Cambodian par¬ 
ticipation and should be*in Phnom 
Penh, where they can do the most good 
for the victims and for Cambodia's still 
traumatized society. 

— THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Other Comment 

Washington Isolated 

I have never witnessed, such a huge 
disconnect between the capital and the 
rest of the country. Washington is 
transfixed by Bill Clinton's impeach¬ 
ment The rest of the country hardly 
seems to care. It is arguable that this 
distance is an isolated event, reflecting 
the peculiarity of the Clinton pres¬ 
idency and the carefree attitudes of a 
booming economy. This is a delusion. 
These conditions may have enlarged 
the disconnect, but Washington has 
grown more insular. People elsewhere 
tune out because they feel left out. 

— Robert J. Samuelson. 
commencing in Newsweek. 
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Europe Gives the World an 



P ARIS — What an achievement! 

The birth of the euro is a historic 
accomplishment with global con¬ 
sequences. 

Of course, curmudgeons of one kind 
or another will rain on the happy parade 
that marches across Europe. But they 
should be conscious of history. They 
should reflect on how far Europe' has 
rebuilt itself frpm- the ashes of World 
War IL Euroland should be seen as an 
important milestone in that process. 


lilt it is by no means the last one. 
Successful economies are built'on a 
broad range of strengths, of which 
sound fundamentals, high expectations 
and confidence are among the most 
important. For the most part, they are 
all presen: in Euroland. 

More chan an economic milestone, 
the birth of the euro is a truly re¬ 
markable political achievement forged 
by statesmanship of the highest order. 

To be sure, European monetary un¬ 
ion will not be a panacea for Europe's 
many continuing problems, including 
its high levels of unemployment, par¬ 
ticularly among young people. Nor will 
it be without its own challenges as' it 
moves to maturity. But to place the 
magnitude of this event in perspective, 
consider the words of the British his- 


By Donald J. Johnston 

torian H AX. Fisher writing in 1936 of 
the divisions in Europe: 

“[Ever) since the first century of our 
era die dream of unity has hovered over 
the scene and haunted the imagination 
of statesmen and peoples. Nor is there 
any question more pertinent to the fu¬ 
ture welfare of the world than how the 
nations of Europe, whose differences 
are so many and so inveterate, may best 
be combined into some stable orga¬ 
nization for the pursuit of their common 
interests and the avoidance of strife.” . 

For Fisher, events that for us today 
seem like the distant past were still 
recent history. As the curtain was raised 
on this century, tensions were rising in 
Europe. Alliances flourished and were 
central to foreign policy, which was 
anchored in the concept of balance of 
power through military strength* 

Unlike recent times, when we coan¬ 
ted nuclear warheads in establishing 
that balance, at die beginning of die 
century it was measured more by the 
number of soldiers one could put on the 
field. A French-Russian agreement of 
1894, for example, made provision for 
1,300,000 French soldiers and from 


700.000 to 800.000 Russian soldiers to 
be deployed against Germany. There 
already existed the triple alliance of 
Germany, Italy and Austria, represent¬ 
ing the counterbalance, with Britain 
initially isolated until its entente cor- 
. diale with France in 1904. 

. The purpose of this brief excursion 
into history is to demonstrate bow fra¬ 
gile and tense European'relationships 
were as the century opened. - 
In the wake of World War I. in which 
10 mill inn were killed and another 20 
million wounded, one would have 
thought that lessons had.been learned. 
Sadly not. The tension and fragility' 
quickly returned, and the horrific cost 
of hiiman. life of World War I was not 
enough to avoid the further carnage and 
destruction which followed shortly 
after Fisher’s observation. 

Living in France, I am caught up by 
the euphoria of the present moment. 

. But I am also influenced by postwar 
history and by die role that the Marshall 
Plan played in making today's events 
possible. Last year brought the 50th 
anniversary of George Marshall's Har¬ 
vard speech when the broad outline of 
the plan was announced. .The Orga¬ 
nization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development, which I have the 


sson 


privilege to direct, is the living legacy 
of the Marshall Plan, having evolved 
directly from the Organization for 
European Economic Cooperation, the , 
effective administrator of the plan. 

As this 20th century draws to a close, 
let us hope that the world has learned 
this lesson for the benefit- of future 
generations: that while lasting free¬ 
dom, peace, prosperity and security 
must be defended through military 
prowess, they can be acquired- only 
through economic cooperation and de¬ 
velopment. What better example of 
dipt could there be than the creation of 
Euroland? George Marshall and his 
colleagues of the day who launched 
that extraordinary experiment in-eco¬ 
nomic cooperation would rejoice in 
this accomplishment. 

Let us celebrate -and toast . those 
whose vision made it possible, and 
especially those who are still with us. 
including people like Helmut Schmidt. 
Valdiy Giscaro d'Estaing, Sir Edward 
Heath and Jacques Delors. What a 
wonderful way to drop the curtain on 
Europe of the 20th century! 

The writer, secretary-general of'ike 
OECD, contributed this comment to 
the International Herald Tribune. . 


The Test of Economic Performance Will Be the Creation ofJobs 


I! 


INTRODUCTION of the 
euro is a crucial step in 
Europe’s courageous march to¬ 
ward political union, which 
may end forever the deleterious 
nationalism that has ravaged 
the continent for centuries. 

Js monetary union going to 
last, or will it be pulled apart 
by centrifugal forces? Legally 
the Maastricht treaty does not 
contemplate secession, but in 
the end durability will depend 
in large measure not on die 
legal binds but on economic 
performance. 

Conventional wisdom holds 
that success will be measured 
by the extent to which the euro 
replaces the dollar as a reserve 
currency. 

This is a superficial, even 
dangerous view. The econom¬ 
ic advantages of being a re¬ 
serve currency are question¬ 
able. The danger is that pursuit 
of prestige could result in es¬ 
calating interest rates, which 
would prove very damaging 
for Europe. 

The relevant test of econom¬ 
ic performance will be the abil¬ 
ity to cure the plague of un¬ 
employment. currently aver¬ 
aging 10 percent and iugher in 
member countries. There is no 
developed country outside the 
euro group with unemploy¬ 
ment dose to two digits. 

There are many causes, but 
much of the problem can be 
traced to misguided and inept 
economic policies, especially 
.in the monetary area. These 
missteps resulted in a collapse 
of investment 

The prospects for improved 
policies, which had looked 
rather dismal, have taken a turn 
for the better with the election 
of new governments in France 
and Germany during the. last 
year and a half. At the same 
time, the. European Central 
Bank has arranged a concerted 
redaction in interest rates, with 
its president expressing the* 


hope that the move might help 
“stimulate investment” 

If these recent events are any 
sign of things ro come, we can 
look with some new hope ro a 
successful and lasting euro. 

— Franco Modigliani, a 
professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology who received 
the Nobel prize in economics 
in 1985. commenting in 
The New York Times. 

Higher Inflation 

M onetary union is 

likely to put Europe on a 
path to higher inflation, revers¬ 
ing 20 years of progress. 

Before the start of monetary 
union, good monetary policy in 
the major European countries 
reduced inflation to less than 2 
percent because of the dom¬ 
inant leadership of Germany's 
independent fiercely anti-infla¬ 
tionary central bank. With the 
euro, Germany's dominance 
will end, and central bank in¬ 
dependence may be dead. 

Even when other countries 
had double-digit inflation back 
in the 1980s, public sentiment 
in Germany supported the 
tough monetary policies needed 
to keep inflation low. Under the 
rules adopted then, other Euro¬ 
pean countries had to follow 
Germany's lead or accept the 
destabilizing consequences and 
political embarrassment of cur¬ 
rency devaluations. 

But in the new order, the 
making of monetary policy, 
and therefore the determina¬ 
tion of inflation, passes from 
individual national central 
banks to the European Central 
Bank, where each country has 
equal weight. 

Without the tough standard- 
setting by the German central 
bank, the process is likely to 
drift to higher inflation rates. 
Indeed, some non-German 
politicians favored monetary 


union as a way to end Ger¬ 
many’s dominance of Euro¬ 
pean monetary policy, in the 
mistaken hope that an easier 
monetary policy would have 
favorable long-term effects on 
employment and growth. 

Leading European politi¬ 
cians are now also calling for 
political controls over mone¬ 
tary policy, a dear violation of 
the Maastricht treaty that es¬ 
tablished monetary union and 
an equally, clear recipe for 
higher inflation. - 
Although the new left-of- 
cenrer gqvemment in Ger¬ 
many supports this move, the 
higher inflation that results 
wUI be very unpopular in a 
country in which the majority 
of voters doubted the advis¬ 
ability of abandoning the mark 
for the untried enro. 

How Germany responds ro 
the conflict caused by rising 
inflation will be a critical issue, 
in Europe's political future. 

—Martin Feldsiein. who 
was chairman of the Council 
of Economic Advisers in the 
Reagan administration , 
commenting in 
the New York Times. 

Capital Is in Charge 

L EFT-of-center politicians 
now lead every major 
Western nation, including 
most of Europe. So what? Real 
power is shifting to global 
businesses, which are merging 
at a record pace, and to central 
banks, rapidly consolidating 
their authority. The euro ac¬ 
celerates both trends. 

JQrgen Stark, vice president 
of the Bundesbank, says the 
euro presents a “great oppor¬ 
tunity for Europe to combine 
sound monetary and fiscal 
policy with more flexibility.” 
These are code words. 

“Sound monetary policy” 
means that the new Eu 
Central Bank, freed 


democratic oversight, will 
.fight inflation, not unemploy¬ 
ment.-“Sound fiscal policy” 
means that public spending, 
already slashed as the price of 
admiss ion to the euro club, will 
stay that way. 

And ‘‘more flexibility” ‘ 
means that a common currency 
will push employers to cut 
costs, especially payrolls. 

Europeans are willing to go 
along because these sorts of 
policies appear to have paid 
off for the united States. Pres¬ 
ident Bill Clinton's 72 percent 
popularity rating, impeach¬ 
ment notwithstanding, exactly 
matches the record percentage 
erf Americans who think that 
the American economy is 
good. It is no coincidence. 

What Europeans don’t 
know is that America's eco¬ 
nomic ebullience rests on a 
house of cards. 

It is not "sound” macro¬ 
economics and a “flexible” 
labor market that have pur 
Americans in such a good 
mood — it is a stock market 
that has soared into the stra¬ 
tosphere, combined with 


prices Chat have made oil. and 
raw material imports so cheap 
that even tin Fed has briefly 
stopped battling inflation. 

The Dow Jones could come 
back to earth with a ihud when 
the frenzy abates. The coun¬ 
try's ballooning trade imbal¬ 
ance will pop at some point. 

' Meanwhile, we Americans 
aren't saving a dime. And 
when the going gets rough 
again, we will notice that die 
gap between rich and poor has 
widened into a chasm, nobody 
has job security and there is no 
safety net. Even in these frothy 
times, more of our children are 
impoverished than before the 
expansion started, and fewer 
Americans ever see a doctor. 

The euro will surely make 
Europe more efficient, speed¬ 


ing capital lo where it can get 
the highest return. But the real 
lesson from America is that 
people do oot move nearly as 
fast as capital. 

. Left-of-center governments 
used to provide a buffer be¬ 
tween the two. Now capital is 
running the show everywhere. 

* — Robert B.-Reich. labor 
secretary in the first Clinton 
administration, commenting 
in The New Yoik Times. 

More Unity Coming 

E UROPEAN monetary un4ty 
ion is about redefining the i 
meaning of nationhood. This is 
what Americans., with their 
visceral worship of the dollar, 
evidently do not understand. 

The history of the dollar, 
like die history of the British 
pound, seems to show that a 
nation cannot be said toexist if 
it does not command its own 
currency. Well, no country had 
a more toteinic reverence for 
its currency than Germany did, 
yet Germans have accepted the 
end of the Deutsche mark — 
proof that currency need riot 
equal nationhood 
: Some governments, mostly 
those in the smaller nations,’ 

. seem content to watch a central 
hank take unsupervised com¬ 
mand Others recognize the 
problem but lack the imagi¬ 
nation or daring to incorporate 
political reform building a 
framework to accommodate 
the “European” conscious¬ 
ness that the arrival of the euro 
will undoubtedly accelerate. 

But this, too, will happen. 
No one can say exactly when 
or how, yet the project-con¬ 
tinues, and every 1 European 
country wants to join it. Its vast. 
improbability is a measure of 
its triumph. 

— Hugo Young, a 
columnist for The Guardian 
(London), commenting in 
The New York Times. 


British Foreign Policy Remains Based on Two Illusion# 


L ONDON — There was a 
time when British foreign 
’ was shrewd and sensible. 
)rd Salisbury once described 
it, with all the self-confidence of 
great imperial power, as “float¬ 
ing lazily downstream, occa¬ 
sionally putting out a diplomatic 
boat hook to avoid collisions." 
But then power ebbed and the 
theater of illusion took over. 

For the last 50 years, British ■ 
foreign policy has been based 
on two illusions. The first was 
that Britain could exercise im¬ 
mense influence in Europe by 
remaining outside it. 1 The 
second was that Britain’s in¬ 
terest was always best served by 
tagging along behind the United 
States. Both illusions continue 
undimmed 

British participation in foe 
American bombing of Iraq last 
month was only the latest ex¬ 
ample. While there are argu¬ 
ments for action against Sad¬ 
dam Hussein, there is little 
international agreement that air 
strikes are foe best answer. 
Some argue for a continuing 
strategy, based on support for 
the opposition in Iraq and tight¬ 
ening foe blockade. Britain was 
foe only country to join im¬ 
mediately and unquestioningiy 
in military action. 

It could hardly be claimed 
foal this was a military neces¬ 
sity. By scraping the barrel, Bri¬ 
tain contributed 12 fighter- 
bombers, some 5 percent of foe 
strike force (compared with 10 
percent at the time of the Gulf 
warj. The British action was 
simply the latest demonstration 
of a slavish servility, reminis¬ 
cent of a Soviet satellite under 
Leonid Brezhnev, and even sur¬ 
prising many Americans. 

This policy has for Britain 
three dangers: 

• It means stoking up con¬ 
siderable anti-British feeling in 


By Roy Denman 


foe Arab world, which resents 
foe double standard employed 
by foe United States between 
them and IsraeL 

Indeed, attaching itself to 
American coattails will have in¬ 
creasing dangers for Britain. 
President Bill Clinton may at 
any time be tempted to action 
overseas to divert attention 
from his domestic difficulties. 
In any case, wifo-foe ending of 
foe Cold War and foe con¬ 
sequent-absence of foe need to 
make common cause against 
foe Evil Empire, American in¬ 
tervention in foe world will be 
increasingly determined by do¬ 
mestic lobbies that can hardly 
be expected to be concerned 
with British interests. 

• Britain will be taken less 
and less seriously by all its part¬ 
ners. They have already per¬ 
ceived that any serious discus¬ 
sion of international questions 
in which Britain is mvolved 
means tackling the United 
States. As a British Labour 
politician, Nye Bevan, once 


Sense of Superiority 


\ N important element in 
x\. character of our natic 


in foe 
national 

life would be altered by the ere- ■ 
ation of a land connection — 
One effect might for example 
be foe weakening of that un¬ 
questioning sense of superiority 
over foe peoples of the Con¬ 
tinent which forms an essential 
element in British self-confi¬ 
dence and which has proved its 
value in recent times. 

— From a 1949 Foreign 
Office submission advising 
against the building of a 
Channel tunnel , as quoted by 
The Daily Telegraph (London} 
this past Dec. 28. 


said:' ‘If we complain about foe 
tune, there is no reason to attack 
the monkey when foe organ 
grinder is present.” 

The new German govern¬ 
ment has made clear its backing 
for European political as well as 
economic integration now that 
the single currency is under 
way. Imag ine foe scene when, 
after much laborious discussion 
between Berlin and Paris, an 
outline of a policy in foe ex¬ 
ternal field enrages. The small 
drafting group figures that with 
some minor changes the outline 
could be acceptable to foe other 
members of Euroland. 

“And the Brits?” someone 
asks. Hearts sink around the 
table. Everyone realizes that foe 
British will be impossible to 
bring along. At every stage they 
will say. “But this point will not 
be acceptable to foe Ameri¬ 
cans,’ ’ or, “If you insist on this, 
Mr. Blair will have to telephone 
President Clinton.'' 

It becomes clear to all that on 
foreign policy grounds alone 
Britain, as an American satel¬ 
lite, has no place in a rapidly 
integrating Europe. 

• Seemingly unaware that he 
is thus including himself out of- 
Europe by one door, Tony Blair 
imagines entering by another. 
His European rhetoric has be¬ 
come warmer. He has attacked 
foe Conservatives for their op¬ 
position to further integration. 
“The lunatics have taken over 
foe asylum,” he jeered. 

As for hinL he sees British 
business lobbying’ massively 
for entry into monetary union, 
and his“foird way,” of flexible 
labor markets and competitive 
taxation, proving irresistible 
across foe Channel. He said on 
Dec. 15 in London: "Those of 
you who report beyond these 


shores know that it is striking a 
chord right round Europe.” 

But mis is simply living in 
Spin Doctor Land. What mar- 
ters is not the degree of Mr. 
Blair’s rhetoric but his com¬ 
mitment. Terrified of Rupert 
Murdoch and his press, he has 
still made no hard decision on 
entry into monetary union. 
Without it; scant attention is be¬ 
ing given in Euroland to a voice 
beyond the city walls. And Brit¬ 
ish businessmen are reluctant to 
lobby. They regard that as foe 
government’s job. 

□ 

Britain's twin illusions mean 
that its foreign policy is con¬ 


tracted out. In matters- Euro¬ 
pean, foe real prime minister is 
Rupert Murdoch. In foreign, 
policy generally; the real prime 
minister Is foe president of the 
United States. 

Together they block the his¬ 
toric role that Britain could be 
playing as one of foe builders 
of a united Europe and as a 
friendly, steady partner, but not 
a poodle, of foe United States. 
Lord Salisbury must be spin¬ 
ning in his grave. 

The writer, a former repre¬ 
sentative of the European Com¬ 
mission in Washington, contrib¬ 
uted this comment to the 
International Herald Tribune. 
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1899: Peace Prospects 


Although foe tic-tac of these 
modem appliances resounds in 
foe Vatican chancellery, no 
Pope has ever before come in 
contact with foe modem sub¬ 
stitute of foe fountain pen. . 


PARIS ^ — The “Novoe 
.Vremya" makes pessimistic re¬ 
marks about foe prospects of 
disarmament. “Can any aid be 
mcpected from Germany, which 
is preparing to increase her D 

anny; from Austria-Hungary. Russian Theory 

which, by the force of destiny, 
must enter into open violation of 
the Constitution in both halves 
of the Habsburg monarchy; 
from France where foe Drey- 
fbsard agitation paralyzes her 
energetic Government, leaving 
it no time to deal with any other 
question of foreign policy?” 


MOSCOW — Lavoisier's Jaw 
on the conservation of matter 
was discovered by the eighteen- 
century Russian physicist 
Lomonosov, according to the 
latest claim for Russian science 
advanced by Sergei Vavilov, 
President of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences. This foe- 
109/1. u i . ‘ ory was hitherto credired to foe 

Holy Typewriter French chemist Lavoisier, but 
_ Valivov insisted it really be¬ 

longs to Lomonosov. One rest 
son Lomonosov’s law is of sup 
great importance. Vavilov ex 1 
plained, is that it is the basis of 
one of foe main premises of foe 
philosophy of dialectical ma¬ 
terialism (and therefore of the 
theoiy of Communism).. 


- V A - 

ROME — That foe days of 
parchment are over in foe Vat¬ 
ican was clearly demonstrated 
when the Pope received a 
presentation typewriter. His 
Holiness examined foe key¬ 
board and showed interest in foe 
working of the significant gift. 
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N ! Pre sidential Race in ’99? 
i Don t Blame Candidates 


‘•/M 


' By David 

1 

: •fh"“''. he [ eIhe y«imc_ 

t ”>ose m the vanguard of U s 
, presidential candidates for 2000 

* have made their announcemoite 
already, and the procession will 

! everV^vS^a 

, dozen or more are enrolled in the 
I P^ u « Of the White House 
, Before you complain that one 

, year of presidential campaign”! 

is an imposition and tW yeax? 

{ ^durable, understand whjlhis 

! !u ha PPf n , ing ' ? ,s not the fa «it of 
, the people who are seeking the 
» presidency. 6 

! ° ne rea .s°n is that ihe gridlock- 

! finance legislation 

i locked in an outmoded con- 

’ L-Z ? of 51.000 per in- 
] dividual. With the cost of r unnin g 
; for the presidential nomination es- 
| ^ated at $20 million. it takes an 
' ?! ord . 1 I! a,e amount of time to 
> identify and motivate the thou- 
! sands of donors each candidate 
i will need. 

•.»»i A second factor is the rush of 
\ stales to the front of the primary 

* calendar — a mad pursuit that has 
; advanced the campaign schedule 
; to an earlier period than ever 
| With huge states like California 

* and New York moving their 
I primaries into March of 2000 it 
: now appears likely that almost 
! two-thirds of the national conven- 
! lion delegates will be chosen by 
I the end of that month — the 
| month that until very recently 
i marked the beginning, not the 
| end, of the nomination contest. 

, With at least 28 states holding 
; contests in ■ the first quarter of 
. 2000, candidates must do most of 

* their campaigning in 1999. Even 
| with jet planes and satellite TV 

* linkups, they simply will not have 
i .enough days in their schedule to 

* fcach the voters if they wait until 
I' next January. 

, Raising the money and spread- 
; ing the message require that the 

* candidates begin now, unseemly 
< as that appears and unwelcome as 
| it may be to a country turned off 
. by politics and reluctant to be 

dipped further in a poolof partisan 
: rhetoric and political bunkum. 

: And that sets up a tension that 
I may make election 2000 unlike 
: any we have seen. The dimen- 

■ sions of the contest are almost 

! certain to be larger than usual, not ; 
; just in length but in significance, 1 
| But public acceptance — let I 

■ alone participation — is vety . ' 

' much in doubt : 


A Word to the Maven 


I was amused to read the phrase 
"no haven for the maven” in Wil¬ 
liam Safire’s column on language 
{Dec. 28). I wonder how many 
other readers realize that "maven” 
is pure Hebrew and whether Mr. 
Satire has ever pointed this out 

Israel of course is full of people 
who think they know English and 
have no inhibitionsaboat showing 
their ignorance. The sign put up 
by the doctor who treats * ‘Women 
and other diseases” is a classic, 
and there was the sign at the ped¬ 
estrian crossing warning drivers 
to watch out for streetwalkers. 

I recently heard the following 
language joke. A mother mouse 
sensed the approach of a cat, hid 
her small baby mice under her 
body and loudly shouted “bow 
wow!” The frightened cat ran 
away and the mouse told hef kid- 



S. Broder 

_S tart with the fact that this is the 
first millennial election since the 
Amcncan republic began and only 
the third to inaugurate a new cen¬ 
tury- It is a time that terfron g 
■ Americans to lift their si ghts be¬ 
yond the controversies of the mo¬ 
ment. 

The campaigning begins with 
the nation at peace and enjoyin g 
widespread prosperity. But epoch¬ 
al changes are taking place. The 
baby boom generation has be¬ 
come the grown-up generation, re¬ 
sponsible for leadership in almost 
ail the key public and private sec¬ 
tor posts. Financing their retire¬ 
ment and health care benefits has 
become the single biggest thraiT to 
U.S. finances. 

And science, has created a host 
of ethical dilemmas, which inev¬ 
itably will become political issues. . 
Fertility drugs, cloning techniques 
and the regenerative potential of 
stem cells pose serious questions 
about the beginning of life, its 
sustenance, its replication and its 
extension far beyond the biblitral 
"three score years and ten.” 
Questions from the “harvesting” 
of excess embryos to the accept¬ 
ability of physician-assisted sui¬ 
cide make this a campaign in 
which questions of values and 
morality may loom large. 

Americans have gone through a 
cycle of declining trust in the in- 


VST 









solutions of democracy. The pres¬ 
idency, Congress, the courts, polit¬ 
ical parties all have been weakened 
by a crossfire of attacks on their 
integrity. Cynicism about govern¬ 
ment has rarely been greater. 

The impeachmenr of President 
Bill Clinton and the forced resig¬ 
nations of three of the last four 
men to lead the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives speak to the destruct¬ 
iveness of this trend- 

Beyond the challenge of se- 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


dies, "You see how useful it is to 
know a second language!” 

HARRY J.UPKIN. 

Rchovot. Israel. 

Civilized Borrowings 

In response to “Among US. 
Students. French Keeps Ilk Chic" 
{Dec. 28): 

When a Frenchman says le 
stress or le disk-jockcy the author 
seems to suggest that the French¬ 
man is acknowledging the superi¬ 
ority of "the American way of 
life.” 

But when we read in the Amer¬ 
ican or British press these French 
words or expressions — ddjd vti, 
raison cT fin*, cul de sac. Ws-d-m, 
bon mam, entrepreneur, chargi 
d'affaires, pas de deux. etc. — 
never would we think that our 
culture or language is belter than 
yours! We think of it only as un 


lecting the next occupant of the 
White House and the next ma¬ 
jority on Capitol Hili. the cam¬ 
paign now beginning may go a 
long way toward determining 
whether the presidency and Con¬ 
gress can reclaim their legitimacy 
in the eyes of the public. Ifnor. the 
republic may evolve further in the 
direction of a direct democracy of 
the Internet and the polls — an 
evolution the founders tried to de¬ 
flect with the elaborate checks 


echange de hons precedes be¬ 
tween civilized and polite peo¬ 
ples. 

JACQUES H. MEUES. 

Tokyo. 

Saddam’s Sweater 

■Astoundingly, all observers of 
Desen Fox and its aftermath have 
overlooked the obvious. Had they 
, been more astute they would have 
picked up on the telltale sign that 
Saddam is weaiy and ripe for 
overthrow: On CNN and the BBC 
he has of late frequently been seen 
wearing, over his military green, a 
short-sleeved pullover. 

The short-sleeved pullover is 
known the world over by haber¬ 
dashers as an "old man” tiling. 
Once donned, it is an unmistakable 
sign of giving up and fading into a 
flaccid Morris chair retirement 

Do not listen to Saddam’s ag- 


Millennial Retirement: 
It’s Time to Rethink 


By Stephen M. PolJan 


I . June* , 


and balances of the constitution. 

All this is on the table. There is 
no guarantee Americans will mark 
the millennium with an inspired 
■choice of leader. In 1800, they 
elected Thomas Jefferson; but in 
1900, the pedestrian William 
McKinley won a second term. 

Given the range of possible out¬ 
comes, two years may be none too 
much to debate the alternatives in 
election 2000. 

The WaMngnm Post. 


gressive words. The pullover is 
the message. White flaa. 

ALAN GOLDFEIN. 

Bad Herrenalb. Germany. 

Bombing GM and Ford 

Regarding the Ford and Gen¬ 
eral Motors plams operating under 
German management in World 
War II (“US. Automakers Fight 
Claims df Aiding Nazis" Dec. 3): 

The plants were repeatedly 
bombed by the Allies. For in¬ 
stance, the Ford Poissy factory 
near Paris was attacked by the 
RAF on March 8 and on April 2-3, 
1942. A year later, the U.S. Army 
Air Force raided the Ford and GM 
plants in Antwerp, on May 4 and 
14 and again on June 22. The 
Cologne, Germany. Ford factory 
was bombed four times in October 
1944, again by U.S. bombers. 

ROGER ANTHOINE. 

Geneva. 


N EW YORK — The meaning 
of retirement has changed 
with every American generation. 

When Franklin Roosevelt and 
his New Dealers laid the corner¬ 
stone for American retirement 
with the Social Security Act of 
1935, retirement was viewed as a 

MEANWHILE 

short-term safety net for the hand¬ 
ful who survived past age 65 after 
a lifetime of manual labor. At that 
time, life expectancy was 63. 

The Silent Generation, which 
retired flush m the 1980s. enjoyed 
the fruits of increased private pen¬ 
sions. advances in medicine and 
real estate profits. It also re¬ 
defined retirement as a lifestyle: 
shuffleboard in the Sun Belt. 

The baby boom generation, 
their wealth diluted by their num¬ 
bers and their dreams inflated by 
their idealism, has tended to see 
retirement as a formidable goal to 
aspire toward. They are on 
standby for a two-decade-long 
Renaissance Weekend. 

To Generation X, whose slack¬ 
er cynicism came from a prag¬ 
matic appraisal of their future, re¬ 
tirement is a cruel joke: They 
know they will need to work 
forever to pay the Social Security 
of all those utopian boomers. 

But the most radical and. 1 be¬ 
lieve. healthiest redefinition of re¬ 
tirement is coming from the Mil¬ 
lennial Generation, the leading 
edge of which is college age today. 
According to a recent survey of 
college students, an astounding 64 
percent of them believe they will 
retire before the age of 50. 

This may sound like youthful 
bravado or ludicrous optimism — 
after all, these students have not 
even started their careers. But their 
attitudes, as reflected in a survey 
conducted on KPMG Peat Mar¬ 
wick's recruitment Web site and in 
my own experience as a career 
consultant, may be a harbinger of a 
revolution that redefines career as 
well as retirement. 

The members of this generation 
are willing to trade job security and 
satisfaction today for the chalice to 
make tire money that will enable 
them to lead richer lives in 30 
years. And they are planning on 
doing whatever it takes during the 
first three decades of their working 
lives to enable them to do whatever 
they want for the subsequent three 
decades. 


One young man who is working 
long hours as a mechanical en¬ 
gineer for an aerospace contractor 
recently came to me for advice on 
how to save enough cash to move 
eventually to Dublin ami open a 
pub. A management trainee at a 
multinational media company 
told me that his goal was to build 
enough wealth so he could devote 
himself to his music. 

What my young clients and the 
college students who took the KP¬ 
MG survey apparently share is the 
sense that work and career are not 
necessarily the same thing. 

In the recession of the early 
1990s. much was made of un¬ 
motivated Gen Xers who told 
pollsters they expected to be 
worse off than their parent*. 

The Millennial Generation, un 
the other hand, has a renewed 

64 percent of 
college students 
believe they trill 


Levine, who helped write this ar¬ 
ticle. are the authors of "Die 
Broke " and "Live Rich." They 
contributed this comment to The 
New York Tunes. 
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of the college Mudents responding 
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to the KPMG survex expect to 
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work more than 45 hours j week 
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at their first job. and b4 percent 


said 

think they will change caieers at 
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least three times in their iileinne. 
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These young people are not be¬ 

a 

oall . 

ing capricious; they are l+emg re¬ 
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work, flexibility and innovation. 
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They have also seen baby 

hat. 

boomers veer from idealism ni 


last ; 

materialism ami Ixiek again. 

, 
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For the Millennial Generation. 
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xx ork is a means to an end. And the 
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end they arc pursuing, while still 
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its | 

labeled "retirement.’* is not a 
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mythic life of leisure — it is free¬ 

^ i i 

dom to do whatever work they 


choose. 



In the KPMG survey. SI per¬ 
cent of the students said they think 

; 


they will be more successful than 

1 


their parents. If they are xx tiling to 



work for it, who are we to call 
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them wild-eyed optimists? 
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INTERNATIONAL 


The Bride Wore White and, Afterward, a Zulu Beaded Skirt 


By Suzanne Daley 

New York Times Service 


KWAMBONAMBL South Africa — 
The Zulu bride had intended to approach 
the groom's family homestead in her 
shimmering white wedding gown, with 
her pearl-studded headdress and 20 - 
foot-Tong train. But her husband's rela¬ 
tives would have none of it 

The wedding festivities came to a 
standstill. The singing stopped. 

Negotiations began as ramify mem¬ 
bers from both sides milled around on 
the dusty road outside the bridegroom's 
family's property, each side clucking 
over die other’s stubbornness. Eventu¬ 
ally it was decided that Nompumelelo 
Mkhwanazi, surrounded by her family, 
could convs as far as the gate in her white 

dress. 

But then she would have to go away 
again to change into a traditional beaded 
skirt and leopard-skin collar before ac¬ 
tually being welcomed by tbeMthembus 
— who had slaughtered a pale brown 
cow for die occasion and carefully di¬ 
vided the meat between the two families, 
in Zulu tradition. 

"After that, she is theirs,” joked the 
bride's uncle, Joe Mkhwanazi, who had 
led the bride’s negotiating team and 
agreed to the compromise. "They can do 
what they want with her.” 

Across South Africa, in black town¬ 


ships and in rural villages, tribal mar¬ 
riage ceremonies are under assault, and 
it is not merely because young women 
want the white dresses. They are also 
seeking the stronger legal rights that 
state-sanctioned weddings hold out for 
them. 

Under the apartheid government, 
marriages following local tradition were 
widely practiced but not recognized by 
the state. They were governed by 
tribal law, which made wives _ 

wards of their husbands. Once ‘There is no thing to say that, if I 
married, a woman could not own 


as long as the first wife agrees and there property clauses will eventually make an 
is a formal inventory of p r o perty to impact. "Our hope is that now it will be 
protect the first wife’s claims. so expensive that polygamy will even- 

Many advocates of women’s rights * tualfy die out,” site said. 


acknowledge that the law governing tri¬ 
bal weddings was a compromise, but 
they contend that it was one that could 
not have been avoided. 

The rural areas are filled with women 
in polygamous marriages — and oul- 


uiuirai, a wuiuau wuu uui uwu 1 . _1 * ,, , 

property; if divorced, she had no hij Brother can t come and say, 

HrhMd°Mdd^' s aS 2^ mei ^ ?° a g* nothin g-” 

wife without her consent 


The apartheid government, geared to 
the needs of whites, recognized only 
weddings where couples were required 
to obtain a license and to be married by 
someone die state had authorized. 

Last autumn, however. Parliament 
passed a law recognizing tribal marriages 
and seeking totaling them in line with the 
country’s new constitution, which guar¬ 
antees equaT rights to women. 

The new law allows a wife in a tribal 
marriage to own property and gives her 
half die marital assets in case of divorce, 
as with other state-sanctioned marriages. 
It continues, however, to allow a hus¬ 
band who has been married only under 
tribal law to take more than one wife — 


la wing their marriages would have been 
more hurtful than helpful, rights spe¬ 
cialists say. In addition, they assert that if 
polygamy were outlawed, many men 
would refuse to many at all 

As Liesl Geratholtz. legal director of 
die South African government's Com¬ 
mission on Gender Equality, put it ‘ ‘For 
many women in the rural areas, these 
marriages are their only hope of access 
to resources — bousing and water. Yes, 
it’s problematic. But in some of these 
areas, women are not in the position to 
negotiate the kind of relationship they 
want to have.” 

Still, Ms. Gemtholtzsays that the new 
laws represent a major gain and that the 


Already, she points out. traditional 
marriages are on die wane. 

Since South Africa never recognized 
them, there are no statistics on tribal 
marriages. But Likhapha Mbatha, a re¬ 
searcher at the University of Witwaier- 
srand’s Center for Applied,Legal 
Studies, says that even before die 
new law, black South Africans 
had increasingly been mixing 
their cultural traditions with oth¬ 
ers and insisting on a.convention¬ 
al, state-sanctioned ceremony as 
weD. Part of the impetus was the 


influence of Christianity. 

Those most likely to mix the two 
services were the most urbanized and 
educated. 

In many cases, weddings have be¬ 
come an expensive mix of both cultures, 
with aggravation and amusement for 
everyone involved. 

The nuptials of Miss Mkhwanazi and 
Mthokozisi Mthembu began, on a recent 
Saturday with a “white wedding”: a 
Christian ceremony that took place in 
her family’s Baptist church near their 
home in a township outside Richards 
Bay on South Africa’s east coast 

The service had elements of African 
tradition, tboagh. For instance, famil y 


elders from both sides of the aisle gave 
speeches describing the many virtues or 
Seirown families, in a kind of jovial 
contest At one point, the bride’s uncle 
made her stand to show how sturdily 
built she was — “like an ox,” he said. 
The bridegroom, be pointed out, was just 
a short man. . _. 

The couple, known to their friends 
and -family as Mpume and Guaya, did 
not' argue about having both kinds, of 
wedding ceremonies. They agreed im¬ 
mediately that both were necessary to 
satisfy their respective -families. The 
bricky who lets her outgoing husband do 
most of the ta tiring, said demurely that 
she would not have beat happy with 
only a traditional wedding. 

“I am not going to feel good,” she 
said. * 'There are people in my family who 

would want to see me in a white dress, 
and even myself, I liked to see it.” 

- But there was no argument. The bride¬ 
groom, a readier like his wife and the 
c hairman of the English and history de¬ 
partment of a rural high school, said that 
he too wanted a legally binding agree¬ 
ment dun protected his wife from tribal 
customs and' superstitions that could 
leav&her penniless if be died. 

“In our culture, there is nothing to say 
that, if I die, my brother can’t come ana 
say, ‘You killed him — you get noth¬ 
ing,’ ” he said. “Educated people can¬ 
not allow that type of wedding/’ 


Turkish General 
Appeals for Unify 
In ‘Critical Period’ 


Rada'S 

ANKARA — One of Turkey’s 
top army officers urged secularist 
politicians Tuesday to put aside fric¬ 
tional quarrels and unite against Is-' 

lamist and Kurdish activism. 

Civilian power has weakened intbe 
last man* with the coBapse of a sec¬ 
ularist government, which squabbling 
parry leaders have failed to replace: 

The plea for national unify was 
made by General Atilla Axes, the 
land forces’commander. 

“The country needs domestic 
stability more than ever,” .the- 
Anatolian News Agency quoted 
him as having said in the town of 
Kayseri in a speech to troops newly 
returned from fighting Kurdish sep¬ 
aratist rebels. 


» 


ansi 

“Everyone should put the coua- 
try’s interests first in such a critical 
period,” he said. “No opinion or 
consideration should be mere im¬ 
portant than the national interest” 
Turkey has been without an es- 

... . I_ Af\ -J_ 
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jiiiuwb ivj signs of major disrap- 
non apart from disquiet among 
some military leaders. 


IRAQ: Jets Clash in Air Duel Over South 


Continued from Page 1 


fly zones,” said the White House spokes¬ 
man, Joe Lockhart. “It’s an important 
part of our containment policy.” 

Mr. Lockhart said the no-flight zones 
—imposed iu the north and south of Iraq 
after the 1991 Gulf War — wens de¬ 
signed to limit President Saddam Hus¬ 
sein's ability to threaten his neighbors 
and repress the Iraqi people. 

“And there’s nothing mat’s happened 
in the last days or weeks that indicates 
that he has regained fhat ability,” he 
said. “We know that he’s frustrated and 
we know he’s isolated. We know from 
his own words that he’s isolated He’s 
very angry that he hasn’t received the 
support he believes he deserves from his 
neighbors.” 

U.S. officials said that if one of the 
Iraqi planes crashed, as initial reports 
reaching the Pentagon suggested, it was 
probably because the jet’srael tanks ran 
ary. Recent Iraqi militaty defectors have 
reported that me Iraqi Air Face has 
barred its pilots from filling their tanks 
for fear that they might try to defect 

The air duel was the third and most 
dramatic military confrontation with 
Iraq in little more than a week. Baghdad 
appears eager to test U.S. resolve after 
American and British air strikes last 
month against military and industrial 
targets in Iraq. 

In the earner incidents, American 
warplanes attacked Iraqi air-defense bat¬ 
teries after Iraq carried out a threat to fire 
cm American and British 
patrolling the no-flight zones. 

Iraqi confirmed the air-to-air confron¬ 
tation Tuesday — the first between 
American and Iraqi jet fighters since 
Dec. 27,1992, when an American F-16 
shot down an Iraqi MiG-25—but denied 
that any of its planes had crashed. 


The official Iraqi News Agency said 
that Iraqi planes “confronted and 
dashed with the aggressive British and 
American aircraft” before “the aggres¬ 
sive aircraft withdrew. All of our air 
force planes returned to base safely.” 

American officials said dial despite 
the Iraqi claim, British warplanes, which 
also patrol the no-flight zones, were not 
involved in the incident Tuesday. 

Since the four-night American and 
British air camp aign last month against 
Iraq, dabbed Operation Desert Fox by 
Washington and London, Baghdad has 
vowed to resume flying over large the 
swaths of northern and southern Iraq 
where the United States and its allies 
now bar Iraqi aircraft 
The Iraqi Air Force chief. General 
Khaldoun Khattab Omar, said in an in¬ 
terview published Tuesday in an Iraqi 
government newspaper that Baghdadln- 
tended to “tear down the lines” de¬ 
limiting the no-flight zones. 

“Iraqi fighter planes are totally free to 
fly the sides of Iraq, in die north and the 



CUBA: 

U.S. Widens Contacts 


Continued from Page 1 
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A soldier gnarding the UN Development Program building in Baghdad, site of a pro-Iraq demonstration Itosday. 


have die right to defend ourte^toryand ARABS: Saddam Calls on the Arab World to Support Him 

no one can stop them.” • 

Continued from Page 1 


‘No Problems 9 for Aid Workers 


Suit Asks Israel 


U.S. and British h umanitarian aid 
workers have not encountered security 
problems in Iraq despite tensions be¬ 
tween their governments and B aghdad a 
UN official said Tuesday, The Asso¬ 
ciated Press reported from Baghdad. 
George Somerwill, spokesman for the 
aircraft, aid workers, spoke a day after Iraq for¬ 
mally asked the United Nations to re¬ 
place the U.S. and British aid workers in 
the country. Baghdad said it could not 
protect them from popular anger fol¬ 
lowing the U.S.-British air strikes. 

Aid workers “have not encountered 
any problems related to their safety in 
tile past,” Mr. Somerwill said. 

humanitarian aid wodoas, who 


ing journalists, criticizing the Iraqi lead¬ 
er for the suffering of his people. 

In private. Western diplomats say, 
Egyptian officials have expressed Hole 
more than scorn for tire declared support 
that the United States has given to Iraqi 
opposition groups, on the grounds that 
none represent a real threat to the Iraqi 
leader. 

They also say that Egypt would not 
support a new round of attacks on Iraq. 

But even if Egypt’s harsh new rhetoric 
was prompted mostly by pique, the ef¬ 
fect has been to draw a sharp new line 
between Arab regimes sympathetic to 
Iraq and those that clearly are not. 


has made up its mind about 
Iraq and there is no way back,” said 
Mohammed Sayed Said, a senior re¬ 
searcher at the A1 Abram Center for 
Political and Strategic Studies in Cairo. 

By the accounts of Western diplo¬ 
mats, Egypt, along with Saudi Arabia, 
was instrumental in securing the post¬ 
ponement until Jan. 24 of a meeting of 
Arab foreign ministers that the Baghdad 
government had hoped would take up 
the Iraqi cause. 

The United Arab Emirates and Ye¬ 
men, which have expressed some sym¬ 
pathy with Iraq, had pressed for a (pick 
meeting, tart the Egyptians and the 
Saudis, determined to keep other Arabsat 
arm’s length from Iraq, were determined 


oversee a UN-approved oil-for-food 
program, were, however, withdrawn 
from the country for three days (hiring 

To Prod Poles on “^ tobom “ L 


Gamp’s Church 


The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM—Hoping to force Po¬ 
land to remove a church at the Auschwitz 
death camp, a U.S. Jewish group asked 
Israel’s Supreme Court on Tuesday to 
order the Israeli government to stop send¬ 
ing high school students on tours of the 
site. 

Rabbi Avi Weiss, who heads die Co¬ 
alition for Jewish Concerns, a New 
York-based advocacy group, said be 
hoped the court would rule to block the 


Baghdad has said that it will not renew 
the visas of nine Britons and one Amer¬ 
ican working with the program, which 
allows Iraq to pump $5.2 billion in oil 
and purchase food, medicine and other 
humanitarian goods. Four Britons and 
three Americans, however, will be al¬ 
lowed to remain in Iraq, Baghdad said. 

Mr. Somerwill said the absence of tire 
Americans and British would have litde 
effect on tire program, which has about 
400 staff members throughout Iraq. 
“The program has not been affected and 
all workers are doing their duties on a 
normal basis,” he said. 


Grenade Wounds Iranian Justice Official 


Reuters 

TEHRAN — A senior Iranian 
justice official was wounded Tuesday 
when a motorcyclist hurled a hand 
grenade at his car, the official Iranian 
press agency ERNA reported 
ft said the assailant, who fled hurled 
the grenade at die vehicle in which 
Hojarolislam Ali Razini, head of the 
Tehran judiciary, was traveling after 
leaving work. Mr. Razini’s driver and 
two passera-by were also wounded in 
the explosion in central Tehran. 

IRNA said that HqjatolislamRazini, 
a conservative Shiite Muslim cleric. 


had been “slightiy wounded” in the 
legs and taken to a hospital but feat his 
condition was “satisfactory.” 

No one has taken responsibility for 
the attack, ft comes four months after 
Mohsen Rafiqdoust, a senior econom¬ 
ic official, survived an attempt on his 
life in mid-September. In August, As- 
sadollah Lajevardi, the former head of 
Iran’s prisons, was killed by gunmen 
in Tehran’s bazaar. The Iraq-based 
Mujahidin Khalq opposition group 
clamed responsibility for killing him, 
saying he was responsible for the ex¬ 
ecution of political prisoners. - 


“to slow down the train" in the ex¬ 
pectation that anger over the U.S.-led air 
strikes would fade, the diplomats said 

Among the incendiary statements that 
have fueled tensions was a suggestion 
last week by Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s deputy 
prime minister, that Mr. Mubarak was 
*‘toe only one in this world” who had 
said that Iraq, and not the United States, 
should bear toe responsibility fertile air 
strikes. 

Another, in the-Iraqi -newspaper Ba¬ 
bel, which is owned by Mr. Saddam’s 
son Uday, urged Egyptians to topple Mr. 
Mubarak and thereby “reject then- 
shameless ruler who has lost everything, 
including his setf-respect-” 

One of the Iraqi attacks that angered 
Egyptian officials, a cartoon in Babel, 
depicted Mr. Mubarak dancing in a fe¬ 
male costume to the applause of Amer¬ 
ican, Kuwaiti and Israeli leaders. 

Among other Arab leaders criticized 
by Iraq in recent days has been Crown 
Prince Hassan ibo Talal of Jordan, the 
country's acting leader since King Hus¬ 
sein began cancer treatment in the 
United States six months ago. 

Mr. Aziz said that the prince, as well 
as Mr. Mubarak, was responsible for the 
postponement of the meeting of Arab 
foreign ministers. 

Most Arab governments, including 
Egypt, lost patience long ago with Mr. 
Saddam's regime. But since the GulfWar 


they have generally refrained from direct __ 

criticism, choosing instead to emphasize important difference, saving znanv Cu- 

riv » ii cyirmatfiv firxr Tram •» k... A ____ .•_ _: 


appoint a commission to undertake a 
sweeping review of U.S. policy toward 
■Cuba. The White House spokesman, Joe 
Lockhart, called the proposal “construc¬ 
tive” but said the administration had 
concluded that there was sufficient bi¬ 
partisan backing without a commission 
to proceed with the latest steps. ^ 
Senator John Warner, Republican If- 
Virginia, who had led the effort to form 8 
commission, expressed disappointment 
He said that U.S. policy “treated Cuba 
more cruelly than it did Iraq and North 
Korea, where U.S. embargoes were less 
restrictive.” 

. Critics of the Cuban government had 
denounced the idea of a commission. A 
Cuban-American legislator from Flor¬ 
ida, Representative ueana Ros-Lebtin- 
en, a Republican, said the new moves 
masked the administration’s “true in¬ 
tention of normalizing relations with the 
Cuban dictator.'.' . 

The announcement Tuesday in¬ 
cluded some steps that appeared in¬ 
tended to appeal to hard-liners in the 
Cuban-American community who op¬ 
pose any lessening of the isolation of 
the Castro government It said the twti, 
U.S. broadcasting outlets that beat^ 
anti-Communist programming to Cuba; 
Radio Marti and TV Marti, would be 
strengthened. 

Mr. Clinton, in his statement, said that 
changes announced in March, following 
Pope John Paul IFs visit to Cuba, had 
had a “positive impact.” At that time, 
the United States restored direct pas¬ 
senger flights, allowed family members 
to send cash remittances to Cuba, in¬ 
creased sales of medicines and expanded 
exchange programs. 

In Cuba, where toe economy has 
suffered staggering blows first from toe 
loss of Soviet- subsidies, then from 
drought, followed by a powerful hur¬ 
ricane in September, the infusion of cash 
is sure to be welcomed. 

. Under existing guidelines. Cuban- 
Americans are allowed to send relatives 
up to $ 1 ,200 a year. The new rales would 
allow any American to send $1,200 
yearly to any Cuban except top Cask 
munist Party officials. V 

Family remittances bring about $500 
million a year to the island. That would 
weak out to about $40 per person if 
evenly distributed. 

That small amount of money and the 
millions in tourist earnings have made an 


tbeir sympathy for “the Iraqi people.’ 


trips of Israeli high school students until f^T TlYFTVfYIVr. O s. T J i r 6T7 • 1 rwi • 1 

the church is dismantled. ULJli lUIiS Senate Leader rows rair Inal 


Rabbi Weiss said that by withholding 
hundreds of thousands of dollars in tour¬ 
ism revenue from die student trips, Israel 
might succeed in pressuring toe Polish 
government to remove the church. Rabbi 
Weiss said the church was an affront to 
the memory of the Holocaust. 

“The revenue is very important to die 
Polish government, and we very much 
want Jewish students to visit toe 
camps,” Rabbi Weiss said. “But my 

understand is this kmdofpressure.” 

The church was installed in 1983 in a 
former Nazi headquarters building in die 
Birkenan section of toe camp. Rabbi 
Weiss said toe establishment of toe 
church violated a 1972 United Nations 
declaration ordering the camp to be left 
intact 

In addition to die church, dozens of 
crosses have been erected in memory of 
Christians killed in Auschwitz. More than 
1.1. mini on people died in die camp, 90 
percent of them Jews. The crosses have 
also angered Jewish groups. 

The Israeli Education Ministry said it 
woald only comment cm the case once 
court proceedings begin- 
Joanna Topinska of toe Poland’s Edu¬ 
cation Ministry said Tuesday that the 
government had no reaction to the lawsuit ■ 
since toe ministry was not involved in iL ‘ 
Miss Topinska said toe ministry was 
working with toe Israeli government on 
a new program of youthvisits thatwould 
be “more centered on the future and less 
centered cm the past” 

Polish officials have criticized toe Is¬ 
raelis’ trips in die past for focusing ex¬ 
clusively on toe death camps 'and toe 
Holocaust, while ignoring what they 
term more positive points in the history 
of the Jews in Poland. 


Continued from Page 1 


represented then, and throughout die tri¬ 
al, by his legal team. 

The Senate would conduct the trial in 
open session. At any point, a majority of 
senators could vote to end the tnaL 

The Republicans hold 55 seats, the 
Democrats 45, and an eventual vote to 
remove Mr. Clinton from office would 
require a two-thirds majority, or 67 


Court Compensates 
Stasi Leader for Jail 


Agence Fnmce-Prvsse 

BERLIN — Erich Mieike, the 
aged former boss of toe Stasi, the 
East German secret police, has re¬ 
ceived about l.OOO euros in com¬ 
pensation for the three months he 
spent in jail in 1991, a court spokes¬ 
man here said Tuesday. 

Mr. Mieike was accused in cases 
of people shot as they tried to flee 
over the Berlin WalL The charges 
were dropped last year after he was 
deemed too ill to stand triaL A court 
bad rejected Mr. Mielke’s bid for 
compensation, finding that he Iikefy 
would have been convicted had his 
trial not been halted. Bnt he won an 
appeal of that tilling, receiving toe 
equivalent of about $1,180. 

Mr. Mieike, 91, was sentenced to 
six years in jail in 1993 for the 
murder of two police officers in 
1931. He was diagnosed as senile 
and released in August 1995. 


votes. Reaching that figure is considered 
highly unlikely, but some Republicans 
think that a prolonged trial with wit¬ 
nesses and derailed testimony would in¬ 
crease anti-Clinton sentiment 
White House lawyers have been 
hampered in their preparations for toe trial 
by toe flux and confusion surrounding it 
“It leaves them in toe position of 
preparing for all eventualities,” said toe 
presidential spokesman, Joe Lockhart 
‘In general, we’d like to know which 
direction we’re going in, but we un¬ 
derstand the process.” * 

While preparing for what, to Mr. Clin¬ 
ton, is the worst-case scenario—along 
trial with an array of witnesses including 
Ms. Lewinsky and other key figures in 
the drama — they have insisted on the 
need far greater specifics about toe 
charges against Mr. Clinton. . . 

That, too, will be for toe Senate to 
decide. While the Supreme 
justice presides over an 
trial, senators can decide on procedural 
matters by simple majority vote, over¬ 
ruling toe justice if they wish. 

Mr. Lott has been struggling to draft an 
approach acceptable bom to 



bans from destitution at a time when 
families rely on government ration tick¬ 
ets to buy food. 

It has also, however, added to sharply 
emerging disparities between those 
without dollars and those with them, and 
between those who have made the most 
of Cota’s tentative openings to limited 


old Communist economy. 

An early indication or Cuban reaction 
to toe new measures is expected this 
week, when a delegation from the Bal¬ 
timore Orioles baseball team travels to 
Havana to explore the possibility of ex¬ 
hibition baseball games with a Cuban 
squad in Match. Such a game would hnf 
Permitted, the State Dq w rtment RaiH nn^ ^ 
if profits went to independent chariHwi- 

The choice of the Orioles as sporting 
emissaries appeared to stem from a visit 
to Havana m March by toe mayor of 
Baltimore, Kurt Schmoke, who sugges- 

ted. 2 Lt the time orpanmnd sin 


_ , .... . 1 PWym/Agmw. R.ro faw 

Tom Daschle, the Senate minority leader, answering questions about triaL 


: the tune organizing an exhibition 
game in toe Caban capital, according to 
The Baltimore Sun. 


Continued from Page 1 


moa of whom want a speedy trial, and to 
Republicans, who are divided on the mat- 


hnpeacfameat- JAPAN: Tokyo Plays Down a Minister’s ‘Inappropriate Remarks’ 

as well as other war potential.” SLen*, - Nakamura s sen- 

In fact, Japan mZgeTto have the 

impressive armed forces in Ae» —cL* ■ * rs ‘ 1 . CTe *s deep resentment 

“ X"*** ® American bul- 
rodd throuah its 2 fe^uisistenceonrutoles&foeemar- 


“I would like to apologize sincerely 
for the inappropriatones s -of my remarks 
and I withdraw them,” he said. 

Hxromo Nonaka, the chief cabinet 


most 
and toe 


ter. Members of both parties will meet secretary, said at a news conference tire world through its deployment of in* 

TifaHnunifmr ^rnnli • 'IVlA0/loTf. f4*vnf Wr* \Tnt«Amn«¥i nrltdf at Mlllci *J.fL._ ** ' 


separately Wednesday to try to reach 
agreement bn procedure for a trial 
The proposal that Mr. Lott and Mr. 
Daschle have promoted for a truncated 
procedure — it was drafted by Senator 
Slade Gorton, Republican of Washing¬ 
ton, and Senator Joseph Liebennan, 
Democrat of Connecticut — has been 
harshly criticized by.many conservative 
Republicans, who insist that a fell trial, 
ably with witnesses, is needtxL 


rtf 1 .? 0 ! 1 ?® 8 ’ 3041 man y people also feel 
that half a century after World War H itis 


Tuesday-that Mir. Nakamura had made what it calls “self-defense forces ” 

‘‘veiy inappropriate remarks” and that. Such forces, Tokyo argues, are net - - 

the matter was serious. Bat he added that banned tty Article 9. ~"l Ior Ja P® n to stand up and adopt a 

the justice minister had also shown re- Itis difficult to gauge how widespread DoIicv mUSCUtar CODStitution “d foreign 
morse; and the government seems to Mr. Nakamura’s views are. Many con- 
regard toe matter as closed. servarives in Japan say that views like 

Countries like China, South Korea his are common but that politicians do 

not feel free to express them because 
they get in Double with'the news media 
whenever they say such things. 

Particularly in rural areas, which are 


and North Korea get nervous whenever 
toe Japanese talk about changing their 
constitution and especially Article 9, 
which forever renounces “the threat or 


Tiiere have been growing calls' fifc 
revision of toe constitution, in large pfif 
to allow armed forces and military ac¬ 
tivities. But due to the sensitivity of toe 
“ expected to be many years 
changes might actually be 
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Lingering Tunes 
;0f Carmichael 

Centennial Kicks Off 

~ , «y Mike Zwerin 

- ’Wwuunal Herald Tribune 

procratPoftiTt- Hoa |>' Bi * Carmichael is in the 

celebration n/v**? u 3 man y _ f a Ceted cente nnial 

S r—* s "^y-splendoxed career. 

fWco2^Sj5 , ‘ iB honor ofBeiderbecke, the 

isiarasSjE: MsWiS&s 

• •‘Ylun?N^n^K SU S movies “ ‘ ‘ To H a v e and Have Not,” 
' and “T^ S'? a “The Best Years of Our Lives” 

!Review^nn ? c acu * i 35 for “The Saturday JJIgbi 
‘nlaved'a hi J? ?«!“[ I®"** P r °g ram OQ early television, Sd 
! P HU in the western series “Laramie.” 

. , .. angular deadpan face and Midwest twang are 

^T$LTZ e ? bind eve ? he s«'t *SI« flSSS 

iKSES 5® ame 0r s . m 8“S with what he called his “flatsy- 
1 k “^v- 0106 ' He never studied music, acting or, 
.though he wrote his two-volume autobiography withont the 
; help of a ghost, writing. * J 

. It quickly became a household face. Ahead of his time, 
inventing his own music-based eclectic personage, something 
Steve Allen would do later, he was known for his physical 
presence, for what he had to say and how he said it as much as 
for what he did. 

be did not do — with very few exceptions. 
Rock in Chair” for one — was write his own lyrics 
(Mitchell Parish wrote the words for “Stardust”’). 

^ The planned centennial events include new editions of 
“The Stardust Road” and “Sometimes 1 Wonder,“ his 
■autobiographies; a “Country Sings Carmichael" concert in 
Nashville: a "star-studded” concert at the Royal Ascot Race- 
1 course in England; a memorial concert in Bloomington, and a 
compilation CD of new recordings by well-known artists. 

The 'music historian Richard Sudhalter has finished a new 
biography, and a pair of songbooks will be published early this 
year. “Ole Buttermilk Sky,” a CD compilation with the 
-■Mmposer performing 24 of his songs, was released late last 
*..feir. And there are plans for a Broadway musical using 
Carmichael's songs. 

After earning a law degree, be worked as a young man for 
the firm Carmichael and Cannichael, no relation, in Palm 
Beach. Florida. “He was out of there fast,” Hoagy Bix said. 

’ *He was beginning to hear his songs on the radio and he'd ask 
himself what the heck he was doing in an office. Anyway, all 
'he ever did down there was play the piano." 

There is a story about a musician waking up in themiddle of 
the night with a beautiful melody in his head. He dragged 
himself out of bed. wrote it down and went back to sleep. In the 
morning it fumed out to be the verse of “Stardust.” With its 



New Light on Sydney Festival 


By Jo Litson 


S YDNEY — For his first Sydney 
Festival, last year, Leo Schofield 
lighted the Sydney Opera House 
with a brilliant blue to tie in with 
the Yves Klein exhibition at the Mu¬ 
seum of Contemporary An opposite. 
There had been slide projections on the 
Opera House sails in the past, but it was 
the Erst rime the building had ever been 
bathed in a color wash. 

It looked spectacular and it sent out a 
message: The Opera House would be the 
epicenter of Schofield's fesrivaL In so 
doing. Schofield, the artistic director, 
gave the festival a focus that it bad 
previously lacked (a move be- 


Moming Herald (not destined to endear 
him to Melbournians), The Age new s¬ 
paper described his appointment as “an 
embarrassing mistake.” However, 
“Mr. Sydney” as they dubbed him, 
quickly won everyone over and his three 
festivals in Melbourne were outstand¬ 
ingly successful 

When be was appointed in Sydney 
there was a frisson of suspicion, but the 
success ofhis 199$ festival, which broke 
all records, raising box office revenue to 
3.S million Australian dollars iS2 J mil¬ 
lion) from 22 million, quickly put an 
end to that! He also used his* consid¬ 
erable networking talents — Schofield 
seems to know everyone — to double 
corporate sponsorship. This year that 



gun by 
thony St 


his predecessor, An- ‘ ? 

ly simi, who had centered Under the artistic director 

much of his programming . 

around the harbor). Leo ochofield the festival has 

During this year s festival ? j r * - 

(uhui Jan. 26), the Opera become largely a music event. 

House gleams fiery red and, - 

once again, a huge amount of 


Hoagy Carmichael in a photo from the 1940s. 

verse being complimentary but still strong enough to stand on 
its own, the total is a kind of tone poem that somehow belongs 
to us alL Nothing is superfluous, and there is nothing to add. 
“Stardust” is like a bailer. .One step follows another with 
graceful inevitability. 

Carmichael loved the Beades, even though their style 
*laced his in the 1960s. “That was it.” Hoagy Bix said, 
[y dad stopped writing when rock arrived. He was 67. he 
had 12 or 13 healthy years ahead of him. But nobody warned 
to listen to those kind of songs any more. People' stopped 
returning his calls.’.' 

Why fight it? After writing “Stardust,” Carmichael said he 
had “the queer sensation that this melody was bigger than 
me.” Maybe he just knew that it was as good as it would ever 
get. What was the point? He didn't need the money. “Star¬ 
dust* ’ was and still is the most recorded song in the history of 
American popular music, with more than 2,400 covers. You 
never get tired of listening to it 
Performing “Stardust,” Louis Armstrong sounds like he 
wrote it in the first place (you get the same feeling from the two 
franchise versions of Carmichael's “Georgia on My Mind" by 
Ray Charles and Billie Holiday). Other notable renditions of 
“Stardust” include Ella Fitzgerald’s. Frank Sinatra's (an el¬ 
egantly minimal 2 minute. 46 second version of the verse alone). 
Artie Shaw's (one of his biggest hits), Willie Nelson's (ditto) 
and, more recently, illustrating its continuing relevance, Natalie 
Cole’s (as with Nelson's, the title song of an important album) 
and Wynton Marsalis's, adding some fancy modal scales. 

Although Cannichael never again wrote songs, it had 
apparently once been very easy forhim. Hoagy Bix explained: 
* f My dad always said that all these tunes are already in the 
piano keys. All you have to do is find them. He would wake up 
in the morning and go looking for all that stuff, which was there 
anyway. He'd say; ‘First one who finds it gets to keep it.’ ” 


A Bountiful and Dramatic 1999? 


activity happens in and around the 
building. Outside, the Spanish theater 
company Els Comediants takes over 
Circular Quay and the opera’s fore- 
conn. Inside, events range from Wil¬ 
liam Walton’s mighty choral work, 
“Belshazzar’s Feast,” to flamenco 
from Madrid's Campaoas Flamencos to 
the Broadway star Pani LuPone. 

“One of the scariest statistics 1 was 
ever given was that 75 percent of 
Sydneysiders had not attended an event 
in the Sydney Opera House," Schofield 
said. “I would think 100 percent have 
been to it and walked around it or 
watched fireworks from it, but it’s get¬ 
ting them inside it.’* * 

The Sydney Festival is 22 years old. 
Established to bring life back to the city 
during the summer vacation period when 
tourists abound but most of the locals 
have headed for the beach, it has always 
been a mixed bag embracing “high an' ’ 
and decidedly populist events like the 
now traditional Fenython on Australia 
Day and the free outdoor concerts — 
Opera. Symphony and Jazz in the Do¬ 
main. But, in recent years, despite some 
memorable programming, it had become 
such a mixed bag that it had no clear 
profile, while its use of venues around 
town (with little in the Opera House) 
gave 1 it no focal point 

Schofield arrived at the Sydney Fes¬ 
tival after three.years as artistic director 
of the Melbourne FesrivaL where his 
appointment had caused howls of out¬ 
rage. Having spent nearly three decades 
running parallel careers in advertising 
and journalism, gaiaing a high profile as 
a restaurant reviewer for the Sydney 


figure is up again, to around 4.5 million 
dollars (the overall budget being 11 mil¬ 
lion dollars, including government 
funding, box office and sponsorship). 

Under Schofield the Sydney Festival 
has become largely a music event. 
“Maybe it's a particular interest of 
mine! but you didn't have to be a genius 
to see that in Sydney the biggest num¬ 
bers were attracted to musical events 
such as symphony and opera in the 
park," he said. “O.K.. they were free 
events, but I took a punt on the fact that 
they would come to other musical 
events, and hedged my bets a bit with the 
$10 Proms.” The loss of the Brisbane 
International Festival of Music further 
convinced him that music was an area 
worth expanding. His hunch proved 
right and audience figures soared. 

In 1998 he brought in the Russian 
National Orchestra. “1 wanted to send 
early signals that die festival would 
change and dial one of the ways of doing 
that was to bring in big-name compa¬ 
nies,” Schofield said. “1 want to balance 
the big, free, popular events with big box 
office. There was all this money going 
into popular events and not much money 
going into the arts program.” 

The centerpiece of this year's music 
program is De Nederlandse Opera's ac¬ 
claimed production of Monteverdi's 
“The Return of Ulysses” — the first 
time an international opera company has 
been brought to Sydney since 1912. 

It is Australia's isolation that makes 
festivals so important to the country, 
Schofield reasons.’ 

“Our remoteness precludes compar¬ 
ison, so our tastes are formed by one or 


two companies in each city.” 
said. “If you live in a grand 
tcroarional metropolis, compar 
visit, or if they don’t you can nop on a 
train or a plane to see a production in 
Paris, or wherever. That’s not possible 
here and I think the public has come to 
recognize that within the highly com¬ 
pressed and feverish atmosphere of a 
(estival, there is an opportunity for their 
tastes to be elevated as well as for the 
local companies to measure their work 
against the international best.” 

Other musical events include the 
British siring septet The Gogmagogs. 
with a radically athletic approach to 
classical music; the “Queen of Salsa” 
Celia Cruz; the Parisian pianist Philippe 

_ Cos sard, and the $10 Proms 

™ at the Sydney Town Hall, 
which feature international 
and Australian artists per¬ 
forming the kind of things 
you arc unlikely to hear in 
subscription programs: the 

_ Sydney Symphony Orchestra 

playing a' jazz program and 
the Australian Chamber Orchestra play¬ 
ing William Walton’s “Facade,” with 
the composer’s widow. Lady Susana 
Walton, and the Australian actor John 
Bell narrating Edith Sitwell's poems, 
and movie music from films including 
“Psycho.” 

There is also the now traditional cel¬ 
ebration of the outdoors with a large 
number of free outdoor events; the 
OpcnAir Cinema at scenic Mrs. 
Macquarrie’s Point, the Festival de 
Cuha on the Darling Harbour floating 
Acquashell. Sculpture on Site at the 
Royal Botanic Gardens and various oth¬ 
er locations including the Sydney Opera 
House foyer. 

“Fifteen percent of our audience are 
visitors.” Schofield said. “We run the 
Sydney Festival for the people of 
Sydney and anyone who happens to be 
in town, so it has to have a different feel 
to it. It’s a very' summer spin. It kind of 
celebrates elements of the city we like to 
think are part of our lifesty le — the 
relaxed music concerts in the park, the 
gathering together for big circus events 
[Cirque du Soleil in 1999], the gathering 
around the ceremonial heart ot the city, 
which is the Sydney Opera House.” 

Other highlights of the 1.999 Festival 
include “Grimm Tales” from Britain's 
Young Vic Company, Vietnamese water 
puppets in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
"Possessed" by the Meiyl Tankard Aus¬ 
tralian Dance Theatre, a Warhol exhib¬ 
ition at the Museum of Contemporary’ 
An and “Classic Cezanne” at the An 
Gallery of New South Wales. 

Jo Litson is an Australian journalist. 
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By Sheridan Morley 

ItumhitHiul Her old Tribune 


L ONDON — Having taken a 
gloomy view last week of the 
British theater in 1998, can 1 
hope to be more optimistic 
about its prospects for 1999?. WelL just 
maybe. Clearly none of the financial, 
administrative or architectural crises I 
outlined are going to disappear, but as 
we approach the end of the century there 
will have to be some sort of 
resolution of quite different 
but not insoluble problems.* 

What do we know we are 
going to get? The musical of 
the year looks quite likely to be 
a Broadway import, Julie Tay- 
mor's “The Lion King,” 
which on a budget of some $15 
million has the dubious dis- - 
lined on of being the most expensive 
show ever staged anywhere. Without 
prejudging the London production, 
w^ich opens in September, I have to 
'declare some doubts about the original 


LONDON 



Lion King” wants to be good for you; It 
has a kind of minimalist educational wor¬ 
thiness. like a school project rather than a 
showbiz celebration, and where was it 
ever Written that musicals were supposed 
to be good for you? 

Elsewhere on the musical front, we 
are back to Broadway nostalgia. "Okla¬ 
homa]” and "West Side Story" will 
probably run through the West End 
year. Perhaps more intriguingly, we get 
from Simon Callow the first new stag¬ 
ing over here in about 40 years 
of “The Pajama Game.” But 
1999 may well prove more 
notable in foe regions than in 
town: The rebuilt Manchester 
Royal Exchange offers Tom 
Courtenay as King Lear, Dav¬ 
id Threlfall as Peer Gym and 
Richard Wilson ra “waiting 
for Godot.' ’ And thanks to foe 
great Japanese director Yukio Nin- 
agawa we will also get a “King Lear” 
with Nigel Hawthorne. 

Farther north, foe Glasgow Citizens 
will celebrate foe Noel Coward centen¬ 
nial in characteristically adventurous 
uit with his epic “Cavalcade,” while 


pany 

Sheila 


triumph. Yes, Taymor is an extnmiely . . . .. ... 

experienced puppeteer and designer,, spirit with his epic Cavalcade, while 
and has commendably taken foe original foe National Itaatre m London will 
movie in her own unique direction offer up Private Uves starring Juliet 
rather than just staging the film as best 
she could, as was the case with “Beauty 
and ihe Beast.” the other big Disney 
siaue hii of the 1990s. 

And yet 1 have to declare my terrible 
secret: 1 actually prefer “Beauty and foe 
Beasr “ Not just because it has an m- 
finitely better score, but because it has foe 
courage of its own kitsch. It never ure- 
lends to be anything other than latterctay, 
rip-off Rodgers and Hammersvem. t oe 


Private Lives’ 

Stevenson. At the West Yorkshire Play¬ 
house in Leeds, Ian McKellen is ending 
his residency with “The Tempest.” 
Timothy West and Prunella Scales, 
meanwhile, will take Harold Pinter’s 
• ‘The Birthday Party” on foe road, and 
the veteran Dulcie Gray will offer a first 
staging of the clasricfUm comedy “The 
Lady killers. 

Back in the capital, Robert Lindsay 
will bring his Royal Shakespeare Com- 


“Richard III” into the Savoy,' 
Shelia Hancock will do a rare revival of 
Gorky’s "Vassa” for the Almeida and,' 
in a good time for Russian rediscoveries, 
Alan Ayckbourn will take Ostrovsky's 
"The Forest" to the National. Michael 
Frayn’s brilliant, intellectually demand¬ 
ing atom play, “Copenhagen.” moves 
from foe National to the Duchess, while 
Richard Nelson’s intriguing account of 
foe birth of the BBC, “Gbbdnight Chil¬ 
dren Everywhere,’’ comes from Strat¬ 
ford to foe Barbican for the RSC. 

Major revivals are planned of David 
Hare’s "Plenty” (with Cate Blanchetr. 
who starred in the film “Elizabeth”). 
Anthony Shaffer’s “Sleuth” and Tom 
Stoppard’s "The Real Thing." In ad¬ 
dition, there will be one of the greatest 
of all 1980s plays, foe late C.P. Taylor’s 
collaborationist classic “Good.” 

In terms of the traffic from London to 
New York, we have gone back to plays 
rather than musicals. Hare’s backstage 
"Amy’s View” sets up Jutfi Dench 
among the Tony contenders, while foe 
playwright will also be playing His own 
Israel solo, “Via Dolorosa." 

“The Weir,” foe Diana Rigg Racine 
double (“Phedre" and “Britanmcus") 
and the Zoe Wanamaker “Electra” are 
a-few of our “legit" gifts to foe Great 
White Way, while in return we are still 
supposed to be getting Christopher 
Plummer’s “Barrymore.” There is also 
talk of Sheila Gish appearing in Ten¬ 
nessee Williams’s ^‘Suddenly Last 
Sommer," and ofHal Prince directing a 
new version of “Miss Julie” by Frank 
McGoinness 

So maybe things aren't looking so 
bad after all 


GLAMORAMA 

By Brel Easton EJlis. 482 
pages. $25. Alfred A. Knopf. 

Reviewed by 
Michiko Kakutani 

B ret easton ellis 

doesn' t need the National 
Lampoon to turn him into a 
parody — with “Glamor- 
ama,” he’s done ir himself. 

This glutinous hodge¬ 
podge of a book lakes all foe 
most glaring flaws of Ellis’s 
recent work — compulsive 
name-dropping, an obsession 
with designer clothing, a fas¬ 
cination with. gratuitous, 
gruesome violence and a cast 
of interchangeable fatuous 
people — and tries to pass 
them off as a novel. 

The book’s sloppily con¬ 
trived plot concerns the ad¬ 
ventures of an MTA (model 
turned actor) and his encoun¬ 
ters (or perceived enc ounters) 
with a group of MTTs — that 
is, a group of models turned 
terrorists who wear Kevlar- 
lined Armani suits and blow 
up hotels, subways and air¬ 
planes with bombs carefully 
packed in Prada backpacks. 
and Louis Vuitton tote bags. 

The result isn’t the amus¬ 
ing satire foal such a summary 


might suggest. The result is a 
lugubrious, repetitious tale 
that crams more celebrity 
names and more designer la¬ 
bels between two covers than 
any book in recent memory, 
with the possible exception of 
Andy Warhol’s “Diaries”— 
a work, unlike “Glamor- 
ama,” that at least had the 
lure of real gossip to engage 
the reader's interest. 

The sociological observa¬ 
tion that animated Ellis’s first 
novel, “Less Than Zero" 
(1985). has given way to 
mindless W-like recitations 
of guest lists and celebrity 
sightings, gussied up with 
some heavy-metal honor and 
pages and pages of crashingly 
awful dialogue that would 
make Judith Krantz cringe. 

People in “Glamorama” 
say things like “You know I 
put the srad back in star-srud- 
ded” and “Take your passion 
and make it happen.” They 
talk about “power florists” 
and “spokesmannequins,” 
and they boast about knowing 
people who signed suicide 
notes with smiley faces. The 
most important things in foe 
world to them are designer 
clothes, good tans, great abs 
(men), toned arms (women) 
and glossy photos of them¬ 


selves in trendy magazines. 

Certainly this world of 
jaded narcissists will be fa¬ 
miliar to readers of Ellis's 
earlier work. In facr several of 
the characters in this novel are 
slightly older versions of 
people who appeared in his 
1987 college novel “The 
Rules of Attraction" They 
have left Camden College, mi¬ 
grated to New York and be¬ 
come pan of foe club scene. 

Victor, foe narrator of this 
book, is supposedly the "It 
Boy of the moment” — a 


even rhapsodic descriptions 
of people losing limbs and 
other body pans and dying in 
pain and humiliation 

These scenes, Ellis sug¬ 
gests, may or may not be pan 
of a movie starring Victor. It’s 
also possible that they are 
scenes in a real-life snuff film, 
or, given Victor’s fondness 
for chemicals, hallucinations 
in his drug-addled brain. 

By the end of this inter¬ 
minable novel, the reader is 
too numb, too bored to really 
care about such distinctions. 


“hip, happening, gorgeous Nor does one care about the 
young thing” who. in addi- flimsy morals Ellis tries to at- 
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tioo to modeling and acting, is 
helping his boss. Damien, 
open a new club in Manhat¬ 
tan. Victor is not only dating 
foe “supermodel ’ ’ Chloe. but 
he’s also carrying on with Al¬ 
ison, Daniien's fiancee, and 
Lauren. Damien's girlfriend. 
Needless to say. all these li¬ 
aisons get Victor into trouble, 
and when a mysterious man 
named Palakon offers him 
S300.000 to go to Europe and 
find a former Camden class¬ 
mate named Jamie Fields, he 
readily agrees. 

In Europe. Victor meets a 
lot of celebrities, and he also 
meets a famous model named 
Bobby Hughes who runs a 
terrorist cell made up of high- 
profile models recruited for 
their ability to stand around 
and take directions. 

Bobby's gang, which now 
includes Victor, blows up a 
political studies center in Par¬ 
is, a Parisian caff, an under¬ 
ground train, the Ritz Hotel 
and a 747 flight to New York, 
in the process kilting and 
maiming scores of people. 
They also torture several 
friends to death and murder 
one of Victor’s girlfriends. 

Ellis uses these incidents to 
indulge his grisly taste for 
death and mutilation. In pages 
reminiscent. of Ellis’s will¬ 
fully perverse noveL “Amer¬ 
ican Psycho” (1990), the 
reader is subjected to detailed. 


tach to his story: that the 
selfish, image-obsessed world 
inhabited by Victor and his 
friends can easily mutate into 
a world in which people are 
treated as disposable objects, 
that reality in a world based on 
appearances is elusive, that 
narcissism is akin to nihilism 
and nihilism to murder. 

It’s awfully hard to make 
the leap Ellis wants us to 
make from the world of beau¬ 
tiful narcissists to the world 
of coldblooded killers: There 
are. after all. differences be¬ 
tween models, however self- 
absorbed, and bloodthirsty 
serial killers: there are dif¬ 
ferences between fashion-ob¬ 
sessed hipsters and Hitler, 
w-hom Ellis has the nerve to 
quote in an epigraph to this 
novel. (“You make a mistake 
if you see what we do as 
merely political.") 

It is equally hard to under¬ 
stand why Ellis wants to spend 
so much time (in this novel 
and every other book he has 
written) chronicling a world 
he seems to recognize as shal¬ 
low, mercenary, cynical and 
meaningless — a world he 
glamorizes as much he de¬ 
bunks it. This time around, it 
results in characters whom the 
reader and Ellis have nothing 
but contempt for. and a novel, 
as Victor might say. that 
“equals yuck. 
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Indonesia 
Takes Aim 
At Poverty 

.Afeitf Budget Features 
Help With Basic Items 

A — Indonesia unveiled an 

kSTa SSf* TUCSday aims to 

SSL »*, Ught rMn 011 spending while 
t °r, eas f £ rowin S poverty in the 
"■“» most populous country. 

presented * 1 ^ bT 

gsssBSvasxsS 

S EO for subsidies on fuel, electricity, 
nee and medicuK as well as programs to 
help the huge number of poor people 
anwng toe population of 210 nriBwo. 

. ™* budget relies on about $10 

billion in c —-—' - ■ — - - - 


4.8 percent of gross domestic product 
Government officials would not identi¬ 
fy a clear source for the aid, saying they 
were holding talks with lenders inchut- 
mg the International Monetary Fond 
and the World Bank. 

The plan forecasts .no economic 
growth in the year ending March 31, 
2000. Indonesia’s economy has con¬ 
tracted an estimated 12 percent in the 
current fiscal year, in the country’s first 
recession in three decades. 

The budget also sets aside the first 
public funds to rescue the nation’s ailing 
banks. It calls for 18 trillion rupiah 
($2.25 billion) to be used to recapitalize 
ailing financial institutions. But it also 
„ calls for 16 trillion rupiah to be coxr- 
jriWtributed by die owners of 14 Hanks that 
• L received help from the central Hank to 
keep them afloat last year. 

‘The bank-recapitalization progra m 
is quite a burden for the budget,” said 
Muhammad Chatib'Basri, an economist 
at the University of Indonesia. “Bot there 
is no other choice, and (he recapital¬ 
ization progranrmust be a success.” 

The country is still burdened with 
high interests rates, sluggish enrols 
and a corporate foreign debt or $80 
billion. 

“The government is aware that In¬ 
donesia’s economy has not yet re¬ 
covered,” Mr. Habibie said in a na¬ 
tionally televised speech. “It is stQl far 
from a normal condition.” 

Conscious of the burden being borne 
by millions of ordinary Indonesians reel- 



How Strong a Euro? Debate Begins in Europe 

Italy Raises the Possibility of a Rate Cut, but Elsewhere the Emphasis Is Mostly on Stability 


By Alan Friedman 

International Herald Tribune 


Bmyt- 

President B. J. Habibie deCverii^* 
die national budget speech Tues¬ 
day in Parliament in Jakarta. 

mg from die effects of die country’s 
economic collapse, the government has 
given priority to development of so- 
called social safety net programs. 

“NojKofthe budget expenditure is for 
projects like dams; toll roads or other big 
projects,” said Ginandjar Kartasasmha, 
die economics minis ter. “There will be 
sman projects scattered in regions.” 

Mr. Ginandjar said the main priority 
would be on job-creation projects to 


ROME — A day after the euro's 
powerful debut, Italy’s Treasury min¬ 
ister warned Tuesday that the European 
Central Bank could cut merest rates if 
the new single currency were to become 
too strong, while J. P. Morgan forecast 
an even more robust euro this spring. 

Bat with the euro still a newborn, 
there was less concern elsewhere in 
Europe about the currency’s eventual 
strength, with business associations in 
Germany and France emphasiring die 
importance of a stable euro rather than 
an overly strong or weak currency. 

Rebeocah Patterson, a currency 
strategist at die London office of J.P. 
Morgan, predicted that against the back- 
drop of -a global slowdown, the U.S. 
economy would weaken more quickly 
than Europe’s, creating a difference in 
interest rates across toe Atlantic that 
would cause the euro to strengthen by 
June to $131. On Tuesday, its second 
day of trading; die euro stood at 
$1.1778. against a Monday close of 
$1.1828. 

“If the euro gets too strong, we would 


expect this to lead to interest-rate cuts 
because of the fear that Euroland-ori¬ 
ginated exports would be affected ad¬ 
versely,” Mss Patterson said Tuesday. 

Id Italy, Carlo Azeglio Ciampi, the 
Treasury minister, told the Coniere 
della Sera newspaper that the euro’s 
initial strength against the U.S. dollar 
was “an expression of strong trust” in 
the new currency. But be added dial if 
toe euro were to appreciate too much 
against other currencies, reducing in¬ 
terest rates could be the remedy. 

“There are well-known mean* of in¬ 
tervention,” Mr. Ciampi said, “and toe 
differential in interest rates between 
European countries and other countries 
could falL” 

The concern of some European of¬ 
ficials and economists is that exports 
could suffer if the euro strengthens too 

mnch 

Indeed, cm Tuesday, the German eco¬ 
nomics institute DlW cut its 1999 
growth forecast for the II-country euro¬ 
zone to just 1.9 percent, saying that 
weak global demand would result in 
felting exports. (Page 13) 

Gustav Adolf Horn, a DIW econ¬ 
omist. said that toe European Central 


Bank should cut its key interesuate, now 
standing at 3.0 percent, by half to ihrec- 
qnanets of a percentage point this year. 

Many European economists say the 
European Central Bank will bring rates 
down to about 2JS percent witnm six 
months, not merely because of slowing 
growth and toe risk of exports being hit 
by a strong euro but also because of 
signs of deflationary trends in big econ¬ 
omies such as Germany's. 

J. P. Morgan is forecasting a growth 
rate in the euro-zone countries of just 1.6 
percent in 1999 but contends that since 
U.S. growth could be as low as 1 percent 
for toe year, die U.S. Federal Reserve 
Board is likely to cut interest rates faster 
than the European Central Bank does, 
resulting in a strengthening of the euro. 

Not everyone is worried about toe 
euro being too strong. 

“We don’t have toe feeling that the 
euro will be so strong that it will limit 
our exports,” said Andreas Roeren, di¬ 
rector of marketing strategy for Volks¬ 
wagen AG in Wolfsburg. Germany. 

m Cologne. Reutoard Kudiss, senior 
economist at toe Federation of Gennan ■ 
Industries, also took toe view that the 
euro was unlikely to strengthen so much 


as to damage exports. “In the last year, 
the dollar oscillated by 10 percent up 
and down with the Deutsche mark, but 
German exports were good anyway,” 
he said. 

In Paris, meanwhile, a representative 
of the French Employers’ Federation 
quoted Denis Kessler, the deputy chair¬ 
man, as having said recently that be 
hoped the euro would be “neither strong 
nor weak,” as long as its value did not 
damage European competitiveness. 

In Rome on Tuesday, Prime Minister 
Massimo D’Alema said he did not think 
the euro's strength would be a bis 
factor. “After ali." Mr. D’Alema said, 
“more than 85 percent of European 
trade is inside Europe, and that helps 
Europe to enrich itself.” 

In related news: 

• The European Commission 
launched a 2 billion euro ($2.37 billion) 
bond issue for European Union project 
financing and for Euratom, toe Euro¬ 
pean Union's nuclear energy arm. 

■ Societe Generate in Paris announced 
a 13 Ullion euro convertible bond issue 
for Vivoidi SA, an infrastructure and 
public-works group, the first convertible 
bond issue in the new currency. 


SAP’s Report of Profit Slowdown Shocks the Market 


By John Schmid 

International Herald Tribune 


FRANKFURT — SAP AG, toe 
biggest software maker in Europe, 
stunned the stock market Tuesday unto 
sharply kwer-than-expected 1998 eam- 


Regianal governments would also be 
given more autonomy in managing toe 
safety-net program, he said. 

Millions of Indonesians lost their jobs 
and slipped into poverty, and inflation 
soared to nearly 80 percent last year. 
The economic turmoil reversed years of 
steady growth and set off riots that 
helped oust President Suharto in May 
after 32 years m power. 

Financial markets greeted the budget 
warmly, wito toe benc hmar k J akar ta 
composite index rising 3.7 percent, to 
408.70 poiqts. Hie rupiah strengthened, 
with the dollar slipping to7,4000rupiah 
from 8,000 rupiah Monday. 

(Reuters,Bloomberg. NYT.AP)- 


economic slump in Japan and Russia. 

After years of wildly successful 
growth, SAP’s failure to meet its own 
targets led to a sell-off on the Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange. Only a day after the 
launch of Europe's single currency un¬ 
leashed a Gennan share rally, Tues¬ 
day’s plunge in the heavily weighted 
SAP snares helped drag toe broad mar¬ 
ket lower. 

At Jheir low point, SAP’s preferred 
shares had lost 20 percent of tneir mar¬ 
ket value, to stand at 308 euros ($363). 
They finished at 328 euros. The com¬ 
pany’s common shares closed at 287 
euros, down 58, or 17 percent 

The shares, which are the fourth most 
heavily weighted in the 30-share blue- 


chip DAX index, helped knock 27 
points, or 03 percent, off toe DAX, 
which ended at 5,263-41 points after 
recovering from heavier losses. 

“No one expected this,” Frank 
Rothauge, an analyst at Oppenheim Fin- 
anzanalyse in Frankfort, told Bloomberg 
News. Slowing growth, he said, “is a 
problem for the whole industry, and it's 
a sign that SAP isn’t immune.” 

Citing a woree-than-feared slow¬ 
down in Japan, SAP said its 1998 pretax 
earnings rose 15 percent, well below the 
rise of 30 percent to 35 percent that its 
executives forecast as recently as Oc¬ 
tober. 

SAP, which ranks by sales as tire 
world leader in software for running 
com panies , withheld detailed earnings 
figures and said it would release a full 
1998 financ ial report Jan. 26. 

The profit increase seems anemic by 
past growth standards for SAP, which 
stands out as a European success story in 
an industry dominated by U.S. software 
giants. The 15-percent pretax*profit rise 


follows a72 percent rise in 1997, to 1.67 
billion Deutsche marks ($i billion). 

Sales managed to meet in-house tar¬ 
gets, rising “nearly 40 percent” last 
year to 8.4 billion DM. it said. That 
followed a 62 percent rise in toe pre¬ 
vious year, to 6 billion DM. 

SAP said Japan’s weak economy had 
pro m pte d many companies to suspend 
software investments, leading to a loss 
of roughly 200million DM in the fourth 
quarter. The sales setback came just 
three years after a promising break into 
the Japanese market: Before Japan’s 
economic crisis, SAP viewed Japan as a 
major growth market 

“It’s astonishing that two-thirds of 
the business we had lined up has been 
delayed,” SAP’s co-chief executive, 
Henning Kagermann, told Reuters. 
“That’s not business we have lost The 
pipeline is very strong for this year.” 

In Russia, toe company’s pretax earn¬ 
ings fell 40 million DM behind pro¬ 
jections. Analysts who follow the com¬ 
pany said Russian customers appeared 
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Apple Fest Looks Cheery, for a Change 


By Hiawatha Bray 

The Boston Globe 


SAN FRANCISCO — Nearly two years after advertise¬ 
ments for Apple Computer Inc. began imploring computer 
users to “think different,” the company has given toe entire 
industry plenty to think about 
After a long period of losses and plummeting sales for its 
Macintosh computers, Apple has mounted a comeback. Its 
new iMac personal computer has become the best-selling 
desktop machine in America, expanding Apple’s share of the 
marker for the first time in years. Better yet, toe company is 
making money again — $309 million in its 1998 financial 
year, which ended in September. 

As a result this week’s MacWorid, a gathering in San 
Francisco of Apple computer users, is the most upbeat such 
session in a long time. A crowd of about 600 
people responded Monday with cheers to the 
Greeting from the computer-mdustiy journalist 
^Davi d Pogue: “Welcome to toe first MacWorid 
conference that nobody thinks will be the last 
MacWorid conference.” „ . 

But despite the revival of Apples fortunes, 
challenges tie ahead. Apple is prafitabte once 
again, but it is an open question whether toe 
company can secure its long-term survival 
“They did the phase where toey cut and 
tightened up and got into shape, said Bruce 
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colors ranging from time to bhiebeny at aprice of $1,199. The 
company, will continue to offer toe original turquoise iMacs 
for a limited time at $1,049. 

[At the MacWorid Expo, Apple also introduced a line of its 
Power Macintosh G3 professional desktop computers aimed 
at graphic designers and home userswith a thirst for graphics- 
heavy power. Apple also unveiled a new operating system for 
saver computers that manage networks. Mac OS X Saver is 
designed for use in Internet publishing. Web-applications 
development, print publishing and education. 

[“Our new Powo- Macintosh G3 and new iMacs in five 
stunning cokxs give Apple its strongest and most innovative 
product lineup in years,” said Steve Jobs, Apple’s co-founder 
who retomed to the company in 1997 as interim chief executive. 
“And Mac OS X Server software is very modem server 
software, opening up an entire new business for Apple. ”] 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the iMac is 
finding a place in many businesses as an in- 
expensive computer that connects easily to cor- 
^ ■ poraie data networks. Keith Geek, Apple’s vice 
president for business sales, cited a recent sale of 
300 iMacs to Genentech Inc. of San Francisco, a 
major biophaxmaceutical firm. “We’re begin¬ 
ning to see good acceptance of iMac inside 
organizations,'’ Mr. Geek said. 

But barriers to greater acceptance of Macin¬ 
tosh computers remain formidable. Tim Bajarin, 
president of Creative Strategies, a computer- 
mdustiy research firm, sobered toe crowd by 
tterlaring that Macs would never make op more than 10 
percent of all desktop machines. “Whether we tike it or not,” 
he said, “toe desktop war is over.” _ 

. The winner, of course,'was Microsoft Corp., whose Win¬ 
dows software is on well over 90 percent of toe world’s 
desktop computers. 

Apple cannot hope to prevail ova toe long run by simply 
selling to its base at loyal customers, Mr. Bajarin said. “They 
seed new users if Apple is to be around five years from now,” 
he said. He hopes the company can find these new users in the 
milKons of households that still lack cheap, easy-to-use com¬ 
puting devices. Apple, he argued, is well placed to serve that 

market Many industry-watchess had expected Apple to address 
the home computing market this week by showing off a Dew 
portable — a sore of entry-level laptop. Apple is known to be 
waking on such a device, but last week company officials 
denied that these machines would be on display at MacWorid. 

It remains unclear whether Apple can maintain its recent 
profit level while selling cheaper machines. The company's 
gross margin on sales was a healthy 25 percent in the last 
quarter of 1998, but even Apple officials predict that this will 
come down because of toe need to slash prices. 
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In tact, it's one of the main reasons for 
Republic’s success, worldwide. 

As a Republic private banking client you have 
your own personal Account Office^ someone you 
can count on to look after your interests. He's there 
to evaluate investment opportunities, warn you 
against pitfalls, and make certain your instructions 
are carried out to the letter: 

It is a long-term relationship based on genui¬ 
ne concern and commitment - the rare combina¬ 
tion that makes Republic a truly"one-of-a-kind 
bank. 
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to be late in paying for installation of the 
new software. 

SAP’s flagship R/3 program, which 
integrates every facet of a company 
from sales and inventory to human re¬ 
sources, has become a de facto standard 
for toe industry, with many other soft¬ 
ware companies writing their programs 
to be compatible with it. 

SAP, which has seldom disappointed 
investors in toe past, now seems 
destined for several quarters of slower- 
than-usual growth, analysts said. The 
company itself conceded that its sales 
probably could not keep pace in the new 
year. After a 40 percent sales increase 
last year, it expects a rise of 20 percent to 
25 percent this year, it said. 

Despite what some see as a loaning 
slowdown. SAP remains confident of 
future growth. It expect sales to double 
in the next three years, partly because it 
has hired 6.500 specialists to market 
R/3. It also expects growth in toe future 
from a plethora of new programs to run 
on the R/3 platform. 
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Officials Predict Clinton Won’t Back Curbs on Steel I 



CmpiMh Our SutfFnm Oupacha 

WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton is unlikely to endorse 
steel import restrictions in response 
to steel companies' complaints 
about cheap foreign steel inning the 
U.S. market, U.S. officials said 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Clinton was close to sending 
his report on the steel controversy to 
Congress, said the officials, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity. 
They also said the report was un¬ 
likely to include an endorsement by 
the president of steel-import re¬ 
straints, which would be a sharp 
departure from America's free-trade 
stance. 

Meanwhile, Nippon Steel Corp. 
and Pohang Iron & Steel Co. of 
South Korea, the world's two largest 
steelmakers, are slashing exports in 
reaction to accusations that non- 
U.S. companies have sold steel at 
unfairly low prices in the United 
States. 

Nippon Steel, which expects steel 
output to fall to a 29-year low in the 
financ ial year ending March 31. 
halted exports of hot-rolled steel to 


the United States “almost com¬ 
pletely” in November in reaction to 
the trade dispute, Hiroshi Nakashi- 
ma, a company spokesman, said 
Tuesday. 

Pohang Iron & Steel Co., known 
as POSCO, intends to cut its exports 
by almost 4 percent, to 7.3 million 
metric tons, the Seoul Economic 
Daily reported, citing remarks by 
.POSCO’s president, Yoo Sang Boo. 
Nippon Steel and POSCO accoun¬ 
ted for 7 percent of world steel pro¬ 
duction in 1997. 

U.S. steelmakers, including the 
industry leader USX-U.S. Steel, 
have complained that rivals from 
abroad are selling steel in the U.S. 
market at below cost, a practice 
known as dumping. The complaint, 
filed Sept. 30 and now before die 
U.S. Commerce Department, could 
lead to tariffs on steel imports. 

POSCO, which is not included in 
the complaint by U.S. steelmakers, 
said it was cutting exports to defuse 
anypotential disputes. 

The company “wants to forestall 
trade conflict with other countries,” 
said Moon Sung Sik, manager of the 


steelmaker’s export planning team. 

The report by Mr. Clinton comes 
in response to legislation passed by 
Congress last year requiring the 
White House to submit its plans for 
helping U.S. steel companies cope 
with a flood of steel from abroad that 
has sent domestic prices plummet¬ 
ing and forced shutdowns at several 
U.S. steelmidring facilities. 

But instead ofadvancmg new ini¬ 
tiatives, the report that was being 
discussed within White House 
councils mainly recounted what the 
administration had already done on 
the steel issue, such as speeding 
consideration of dumping com¬ 
plaints brought by the U.S. in¬ 
dustry. 

Sources said other actions were to 
be presented as possible topics for 
discussion with Congress and the. 
industry, although they emphasized 
that the report was still being de¬ 
bated and might be. changed or 
delayed as a result 

The administration’s approach 
risks deepening the anger of steel 
companies and steelworkers, who 
have mounted an extensive cam¬ 


paign in recent months under the 
rallying ciy “Stand Up for Steel,” 
to press for protection against im- 
ports. . ’ 

. The steel issue poses a political 
’ ?>Tid economic dilemma for the ad¬ 
ministration. The. White House is 
sympathetic to the howls from steel 
communities that they are being un¬ 
fairly victimized by the global fi¬ 
nancial crisis, which has caused fi¬ 
nancially ailing countries such as 
Japan, Russia and South Korea to 
export more of their steel at cut-rate 
prices' as their domestic economies 
stagnate and their . .currencies 
tumble. Moreover, the White House 
feels indebted to labor for die 
Democratic Party's gains in last 
year’s congressional elections^ 

On the other hand, admmwtration 
free-traders — notably Treasury 
Secretary Robert Rubin — want to 
avoid steps that might endanger the 
recoveries of those countries or 
foster a wave of protectionist sen¬ 
timent abroad. 

Accordingly, die report will de¬ 
vote much of its focus to making die 
case that die administration has 


action while 
al tirade rules. 
; report said 
!$, that after 


already taken tough 
remaining true to g*ob 

Sources fomiliar with i 

it would note, for exampfc,... 
the steel industry filed dumping 
complaints against Japan, Russia 
and Brazil last autumn, the Com¬ 
merce Department agreed to con¬ 
sider the cases on an expedited 
basis, raising the prospect that stiff 
duties would be imposed retroact¬ 
ively on steel currently being im¬ 
ported from the targeted countries. 

Moreover, Mr. Clinton and sev¬ 
eral of his top aides have warned 
their counterparts from Japan, South 
Korea and other steel-exporting na¬ 
tions-to refrain from dumping — 
which is sometimes defined as ex¬ 
porting at prices below their honw- 
rpai- i-pt cost. And the administration 

has recently launched- negotiations 
with Russia to consider an agreement 
that would allow Russian steel im¬ 
ports to continue at a reducedpace. 

But die steel companies and their 
unions want more. Tne steelworkers 
have demanded, quotas to roll back 
the level of imports to pie-crisis 
levels: (Reiuers. Bloomberg, WP) 


Source: Bloomberg. Reuters 


bacmaiiinal Hcniif Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• CBS is replacing ABC as the exclusive broadcast-news 
provider to America Online Inc-, a boost for CBS Corp. as it 
tries to catch up to rival news organizations with more popular 
Internet sites. CBS News will provide text, audio and video to 
AOL, the world’s largest on-line service. 

• Kellogg Co. named Carlos Gutierrez chief executive, suc¬ 
ceeding Arnold Langbo, as the cereal maker seeks to turn 
around its ailing'U.S. business. Mr. Gutierrez. 45, now pres¬ 
ident and chief operating officer, wants Kellogg to focus on 
bolstering revenue, as opposed to cutting costs. 

• Hewlett-Packard Co M the No. 1 maker of ink-jet printers, 
settled its 16-month-old lawsuit against Xerox Corp. that said 
the world's top copier maker had violated H-P’s trademarks 
on toner-cartndge packaging. Xerox, which Will not pay 
damages, agreed to change its packaging to remove a ref¬ 
erence to H-P’s LaserJet 

• The Philippines filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission to sell a $750 million two-tranche global bond. 

• Worldwide semiconductor sales fell 9 percent to $L34 
billion in 1998 because of overcapacity and lower demand in 

Asia, Dataquest said. AP. Bloomberg, Market News 


Amazon’s Sales Tripled in 4th Period 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK—Amazon.com Inc. said Tuesday its fourth- 
quarter sales more than tripled from a year earlier, helped by a 
strong holiday season when more than a million new cus¬ 
tomers bought from the giant on-line bookseller. 

But die company said the sales surge, to about $250 million, 
would not reduce its expected loss for the quarter. WalJ Street 
analysts predict it will post a loss equal to about 56 cents'a 
share. Amazon.coin’s stock fell almost 10 percent in early 
trading before rebounding. The shares finished op $6.1875 at 
$124.50, reflecting a 3-fbr-l stock split that - took effect 
Tuesday. 

U. S. STOCK MARKET DIARY 


Broad Rally Puts 2 Major Stock Indexes Into Record Territory 


* 


Ctwrp&dbyOur Suf f mm Oapaarha 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose into 
record territory Tuesday, lifted by a 
broad mix of technology* financial 
and industrial shares. 

Larry Wachtel, market strategist 
at Prudential Securities, said. “It’s a 
good, steady stockpicking market, 
nothing spectacular about it. but 
can't be spectacular because you 
bad a spectacular quarter at the end 
of 1998.” However, he added, “I 
really can’t make a strong case for 
sustainability.” 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
dosed up 126.92 points, or 1.4 per¬ 
cent, at 9,311-19, less than 1 percent 
from its record close of9374.27 set 
-Nov. 23. Advancing issues out¬ 
numbered declining ones by a 6-to-5 
ratio on the New York Stock Ex¬ 
change. 

Two broader stock indicators hit 
records: The Standard & Poor’s 
500-stock index gained 16.68 
points, or 1.4 percent, to close at 
1,244.78; and the technology-heavy 
Nasdaq composite index was op 
4332 points, or 2 percent, at 
2,251-27. setting a record for the 
third trading session in a row. 

The market was little affected by 
a Commerce Department report tbat 
U.S. construction spending in¬ 
creased for the sixth consecutive 
month in November, propelled by 
strong gains in housing and gov¬ 


ernment projects. Spending ad¬ 
vanced 0.9 percent from the month 
before, to a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of $677.8 billion. 

America Online, which was added 
to the 5&P 500 last week, was the 
most active issue cm the Big Board. 
The stock fell 2 3/16 to 146%. 

Treasury bond prices fell for a 
third session as the dollar dropped 
against the yen, stocks climbed and 
companies including Ford Motor 
Credit Corp. prepared to sell about 
$7.5 billion in corporate debt this 
week. 

The price of the benc hmar k 30- 
year issue fell 26/32 to 100 21/32, 
pushing its yield up to 531 percent 


from 5.15 percent late Monday. 

Apple shares rose 2 1/16 to 43 5/ 
16 after the company said itbad sold 
800,000 of its popular iMac com¬ 
puters since their introduction and 
announced a lower-priced moiti- 

U^. STOCKS 

colored lineup of the machines. 

Boeing shares rose 2 3/16 to 35% 
after the world's biggest airplane 
maker said, it delivered 559 com¬ 
mercial jets last year and eliminated 
most or a backlog of finished jets 
held in storage for cash-strapped 
Asian airlines unable to pay. 

Shares in several companies fell 


after they reported sales shortfalls or 
warned that profit would not meet 
Wall Street's expectations. 

Starbucks, dropped 1% to 52 after 
the largest US. coffee retailer said 
sales at stores tbat had been open at 
least a year rose a disappointing 1 
percent in December. The company 
sold fewer mugs, gift baskets ana 
other holiday items than expected. 
Starbucks was expected to report 
same-store sales gams of more than 5 
percent for the period, in line with its 
increase last year. Robot Ohmes, an 
analyst with Morgan Stanley, said. 

CompUSA stock dropped Vs to 
1216 after the largest U.S. computer 
retailer said sales at stores open at 


least a year fell 4.7 percent in its 
second quarter as personal-com¬ 
puter pnees continued to fall. 
CompUSA said the average selling 
price of PCs fell 20 percent in the 
quarter, although PC unit sales rose 
50 percent, including sales at newly 
opened and acauirca stores. 

Storage Technology shares* fell 
15/16 to 3316 after the maker of 
devices used to store data on tape 
said it would earn less than analysts 
had expected in its fourth quarter. 
The company said revenue from 
new products had not been enough 
to offset a drop in sales and in profit 
margins on its older goods. V ■. 

(AP, BloombergJv' 


Bond Yields Spur Yen; Euro Slips on Its 2d Trading Day 


Bloomberg News 

NEW YORK — The dollar fell 
against the yen Tuesday on concern 
tbat Japanese investors would sell 
U.S. assets in favor of domestic 
bonds, but it strengthened against 
the euro. 

“The dollar has been losing 
ground with the appreciation in Jap¬ 
anese bond yields, said Anne Park¬ 
er Mills, senior currency economist 
at Brown Brothers Hardman & Co. 

. The yield on Japan’s benchmark 
10-year bond has almost doubled in 


die past month, climbing above 2 
percent after the government said it 
would stop purchasing long-dated 
bonds and reducing the difference 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE " 

between U.“S. and Japanese 10-year 
bond yields. 

. In 4 P.M. trading, the dollar fell to 
. II 1.305 yen from 111.925 yen late 
Monday. The euro fell to $1.1778 
from $1.1828 after a German 
growth forecast signaled European 


interest rates may head lower. 

On Monday, in its first day of 
trading, the euro rose about 13 per¬ 
cent against the dollar from its initial 
rate set Thursday. The currency 
gained as European stock ami bond 
markets surged on optimism that the 
euro, which replaces 11 national cur¬ 
rencies, would help die Continent's 
competitiveness. 

“Today’s news out of Europe is a 
bit more negative, and the dollar 
sentimeqt; has changed accord¬ 
ingly,” said Clark McGinn, head of 


foreign exchange sales at Royal 
Bank of Scotland. . 

Policymakers of the European 
Central Bank will meet Thursday to 
set rates for the euro nations. While 
the governing council is not expected 
to cut its base rate firm the current 3 
percent level ibis week, it may re¬ 
duce rates in die coming months to 
help spur growth, traders said. 

Elsewhere, die dollar rose to 
13710 Swiss francs from 1.3669 
-francs, and the pound fell to $ 1.6550 
from $r.660?. 
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Midi Low LoM Otgi opW 

Grains 

CORN (C80T1 

' tMi bu ratafcnnn- ceob par bwtftl 
Mar99 218 215 21714 +2V61KUCT1 

May99 224ft 221 223ft +2 56380 

JP99 230 228 229ft +lft 6U12 
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ffiarfflS -24914 248 249 4-1 24192 

May00 252ft 22 252ft uactL 

E*t sales KA Man softs36639 
Mom open H 349,159, up 1375 

SOYBEAN MEAL (C80T) 

100 ban- dottars oor tan 
Jen 99 14400 VOJD 14290 4130 14.928 

Mar 99 14130 13950 141 JO -OJO 44701 

May 99 14330 141JO 142JU +0.10 17,438 

Jrt99 14580 14330 14570 +070 19.998 

Aug 99 147J0 14150 14730 +OJ0 4591 

S«p 99 14830 14450 14830 +030 4728 

EA uriee N A Mam sola 1M90 
Mam open M 111,906 off 229 

SOYBEAN OIL fCBOT) 

60000 Bm- cants pv lb 
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Mny99 23.94 2156 23U +OJ2 19312 
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FEEDER CATTLE (CMER> 
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Apr 99 71.15 6942 7137 +142 2338 

May 99 71-60 j«35 7130 +133 2373 

Aug 99 7Z90 71-80 7230 +130 868 

Sap 99 7230 7230 7250 +135 170 

EsL sates 1.958 Mam softs 1371 
Mem apan M14169. up 112 

HOGS-Lom RMER} 
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High Low LoM Chge Opfnt 

0RAN6E JUKE (NCTN3 
15000 lbs.- cam perl). 
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PLATINUM (NMES) 

50 bay at- data* portray 
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Ctase Pmtaus 
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Mar 00 950 9500 9500 -002 234428 

JunOO 9498 9496 9495 4LD0 152340 

SepOO 9494 9491 9491 -00 118.793 

Dec00 9474 9471.9472 -CD? 11*530 

EsL satat 231030 Mam sate 254162 
■Mom open bit 28S0L6B7. Up 907 

BRrrtSH POUND (CMRR) 

62500 pounds, S per pomd 

Mcr 99 14574 14600 14514 00020 40364 

Jua 99 14488-01X02 UQ 

Sep 99 1448040034 230 

EsL ides4246 Mam cates 6^88 

Morn open H 4L837, up 456 

CANADIAN DOLLAR (CMEK) 

laaooo dolais. 5 per Cdn. dir 

Mar99 4608 4540 4603+00052 39,117 

Jan 99 4615 4S70 4608+00052 2281 

Sap 99 4613 4595 4613+00052 731 

EN frtes 2941 Mean aotae 12018 

Mem op« lot42842 up 1426 

GERMAN MARK QCMEK) 

125000 nortes. I per raarii 

Mor99 4075 4028 4043-50026 64562 

Jon99 4081 4055 4072-00025 1.2M 

Sep 99 4110 4102 4102-00024 131 

EsL srtes 7061 Mam sain 15086 

Mam open lot 65044 up 4917 ■ 


High .Law Latest Oiga OpW 

Sep 99 97030 97020 97X00+0025 42091 
Dee99 96790 96770 96790 +0065 41.197 
EsL safes; 4025 Piev.saiaK 4003 
Pie*, open taL 487034 off 1,137 


Industrials 

COTTON 2 fMCTIO 
50000Ibk-cents pert. 

Mar99 6046. 5550 6023 +170 34738 

May99' 6143 5940 6171 +104- 14314 

J0199 6235 6040 6119 +0.96 12758 

Od 99 6138 6200 6238 +1.18 1426 

Dec99 6470 6130 6470 +105 11121 

EsL satos NLA. Mam sales 1IL521 
Mam OPn W 78491, up 5*4 

HEATING OIL (NMER) 

41000 gal cents per gal 
Feb 99 3545 3420 3422 4172 61504 

Ms99 3640 3465.3470 4U9 25449 

Apr 99 3605 3490 3490 -049 17423 

Ntoy99 3540 3510 1525 4L84 10407 

Jim99 3625 3545' 3505 4)79 10672 

Jui99 3720 3640 1640 4179 0425 

Aug 99 38.10 3740 3740 4)79 9402 

EsL sates NA Mam tatas 38457 
Mom Cpea M176715 op 354 

UCBfT SWEET CRUDE OfMER) 

1400 bbL- dattan perbbl. 

Feb 99 1142 1173 1149 4351024MB 

Mar 99 1156 1110 1114 4UI 65923 

Apr99 1273 1129 1131 4132 32955 

May99 1189 1248 1248 -032 25676 

JUH99 1107 1263 1245 -021 25735 

Jut99 1302 1242 1243 4L30 21403. 

EsL srtesRA. Mom tales 110615 
Mam open W 49043^ op 7,111 

NATURAL CAS (NMER>. 

moaa nn bha Sparnai bta 

Feb 99 2079 1760 1775 4)096 46350 

Mar 99 2053 L960 1776 4UJ77 27479 

Apr99 2010 17* IJS1 41052 20305 

May99 2000' ITS® 1.962 4UH8 11539 

Jon 99 2000 1765 1.979 -0016 12753 

JUJ99 1795 1790 1.990 41020 11778 

EsL rata* NJL Mom Kilos 52893 

Mam apm H 221711 off 666 


JAPANESE YEN (CMEK) 

125 etan n yen. I per WO HP 
Mo-99 .9137 4982 .9077+00066 76000 

Jon 99 7198 .9144 7184+00067 6013 

Sap 99 .9310 7288 7288+00067 L345 

EsL tatas 12753 Mom soles 19.015 
Mans open tat 7947ft op &321 ■ 

SWISS FRANC (CMEIO 

125000 francs. S per tmne 

Mar 99 7384 7334 73464JOQ2D 27,179 

Jon 99 J4084UK20 389 

Sep 99 2468-00020 321 

Est sates6563 Mrtfs salts 2956 

Mam open lot 27,961. up 1,335 

■MEXICAN PESO (CMEIO 


n-sauMb lHtpprataiaetft amount per 
sbare/ADRr g-peyaUt b Cannfiu fuwtv 
OHRMtbtn q^narterty: s-seaalanBuaty. 


U^. Stock Tables Expktined 

Sales figures are tmoffiefaL Yoortyhiflbs and low* reflect Hie piwrioti* 52 ureete ptasflw 
comnhvaeb. but noflho tahsMradlnB rioy. Wtwio spfilar stock 0i*Wwd<iiTwuT«i»gto25 
pOTiiit or mow hot been pflfctfteywishfoft^wroaflfttitttftfWtfwitfflwahcwfnfQrthciigif 
smdOORly. Unless ornmfso noted mtes ofdMdwcbare(mnuolc&bvrsemcfftsbawdOQ 
the latest dnaaiation. 

a . iflvfcfaid abo odni W. b - annual rale of AMend plm stock dtakfend. c - llqiAkritag 
cSvider d. oc ■ PC axeeds TtM - aied. d - new yea rtjr tow. dd - tau in (he last 13 montys. 
• • dMriand Cede red or paid In preceding 12 months, f • annual rata. Increased on last 
dodmafian. g - twfctand in Canadian hind* I5?t nan-residence lax. I-dMdnd 

declared after sper-up ors*x± dhWend. r DMdWd paid fWs orrottad. defenm or no 
action to*** atVatotf dbridend meeting, k - dvidend dedared dr paid tMs year. « 
occuiWlafivt Issue wttli rfivtdenfls In arrears, ru-aniuKiI rate, reduced on lost declaration. 

'■* new butft in the post 52 weeks. The higWow re nge begins wWi star of ttwfing. 

un<taritaBatiiau|ricyAd,ors«w^assumrtbi^awan^wri-wl^rttorted. 

wl - when Issuedww-wfiD wammts.k- ex-dMdwdjir 

ta-w<WiMdwwi«itJiL«*dMd^ondwl«jn^^^l?^i t *?^J£^L-r~ — 


Food 

COCOA (NCSQ 
W metric tans- S pa- kn 


SSSv” 


1386 

1358 

1382 

+9 

36222 

1407 

1380 

1403 

+10 

17,706 

1428 

1404 

14K 

+1C 

5X00 

1449 

1433 

1449 

+10 

4391 

I486 

1470 

V4B 

+11 

5432 



1514 

+11 

6X4Z 


Mar 00 

EsL satas 10051 Mam sola 7426 
Mam apin M 76369, op 3 

COFFEfiCOKSE) 

37400 8)6- cents par to. 

Mar99 12500 11600 11900 -340 20066 
May99 12675 11700 11900 -U0 &N1 
12425 11 BOO 11950 -355 2481 
Sap 99 12425 11900 119.90 -145 L7S6 

Dec99 12450 119.10 11970 4.10 922 

Est. iotas 11438 Mom sates 1508? 

Mam open U 37,159, up Wt 

SUCARWORLDll [KSB 
112000 be. -cants per to. , _ 

'Mar 99 M2 517 BJ4 +456 75090 

Mar 99 to 110 U) *MS 24M7 

JW99 851 752 534 +0uM 23067 

Od 97 562 514 848 +041 17024 

Est sous81475 More saba 29540 
Mom oj*n WJ 5^015 Dp 927 __ ___ 


Spat 391000 392000 297000 3975 

Forward 39BOOQ 398800 404000 4050 

Tie 

Spat 501000 50200Q 512000 513000 

Ftanrad 501000 5UliDa 512500 513000 

. . ' Grade) 

900ft 90300 90400 

91708 917ft 92000 921ft 

Hgb Low Ckne Cbga Oplrt 

Rnandal 

US T BILLS (CMEIQ 
11 natan-rtsoflOOpd. 

Mar 99 fsJS 9572 9525 unctv 2,113 

Jon99 9544 9582 9502 -041 82 

Ert. sales 74 Mom softs s» 

Mom open n 5197, up » 

S YR TREASURY fCBOT) 

swaooo pto-i a 64ths rein pd 
Mar99 1T3-B 112-43 11501 -17 3QH« 

Jm« 113-92 -15 935 

Sep 99 H3-52 -15 5 

EsL sales NJL Mam Mes 51489 - - 

Mam open H 305105 up 1041 

10 YR TREASURY (CBOT) 

S1000Q0 ptto- pis 6 32nds M100 pd 

Mar 99 11946 118-17 118-20 -11 505420 

Jim99 118-28 118-21 11522 -II 7,434 

Sup 99 TIO-16 -11 1 

EsLeota* NA Metre tatos 6&491 

Morn open U 507455 op 5Z36 _ 

US TREASURY BONOS (CBOT) 

(8 pCHKOOM-ptaA 32ndi oflDD pd) 

Mor 99 1Z7-21 126-14 126-23 - 24 50775 

Am 99 127-02 12640 12648 - 24 15M 

SepW 12543 -24 4524 

Dec 99 125-11 -26 2S4 

Estsafes NJL Metre sales 2AL597 
Mom ppm ml 6I66IL up SWP0 

LONSWLT tLIFFE) 

£Sft000 - ptf & 32nds of 100 pd 
Marm 11942 119.10 IlftS —039 102557 
EdLaetae 27457. Pnv.aoies: 2I49S 
Pie*, open mu 102.557 op 1393 

owiATira- 

«n»ioaa) 0 -ptsaf 700pd 

Mar 99 112*2 11236 11247 UnJt. <448 

Ett. soles: 35280 

0 pen lut: 96433 up 735 


Mor99 JOTOO 09712 09757+00042 16M 

Jua 99 0900 09225 09240+00067 .5869 

Sep 99 08800+00115 689 

Eel dates 2479 Mam safes 5778 
Mem open Ini zuna up 1393 

M40WTH EURO LIBOR (UFFE1 
earn I efltoa-uh aflOO pd 
Mar99 Um M490 96480+0005 -5.797 
Jua 99 NX N.T. 97000 +<i.f;25 2333 

Sep 99 N.T. N.T. 97025 +0.030 1,101 

Dec 99 ItT. N.T. 94790 +0065 666 

MrtOa NT. NT. 96985 +000 662 

Estsrtes: 1 PreiLdtdes: 0 
POH.apmiM: 10484 Uncb. 

WWWTH STERliNC OJFFEJ 
ZSSQMO - pto ef.ltxr pd 

MV99 96440 9A41D 94430-0010 1*4956 
Jon 99 94X20 94.770 94SS0 UudL 174153 
Sep 99 94950 94000 94.940 +0020 UL073 
Dec 99 M670 94*90 94660 +OOSD 131430 
Mar 00 94920 94460 96910 +0030 116863 
JtflOO 96930 96900 94950 +0050 8636 
5ep00 94X70 94428 94X30 +0050 9,969 

EdLsaleK 114442. Pm, safes: 120394 
pie*, open Irtj UD634S up 17414 

5M0WTH EUROMARK (UR=EJ 
Ml moBDo-pfeunoopd 
Jan 99 96410 96X05 96X10+OOID IL8T1 
Mar99 964N 96470 96480 +4005 47L2H 
Jen99 97010 96.985 97000 +0015 397.969 
Sep 99 97.(05 96995 97025 +0030 286*732 
Dec99 96390-96.725 96J90 +0065 20S213 
MarOD 97410 96.955 96.985 +0025 229356 
JunOO 96440 96090 96410 +4020 149075 
SepOO 96X40 96390 96410 +4000 147302 
Dec 00 96430 96385 96410 +0(05 42462 
Mar01 96445 964M 96430 +4)015 46497 
EsL fates.- 202373. Piw.satac 159464 
Pre*. open tau 2AT5228 up 7329 

MHONTH EU RJ BOR CMAT179 
aerel ndftac-rtiotlK 
Mv99 . 9648 9647 
Jan 99 9701 9698 

Sap99 9702 96.99 

Doc99 
MvN 
Est sotex 14722 
Cpen tat 46084 up U37 

5MONTHEUROURAOJFFE) - 
fTLl UNon-rts rtlOO pd 
Mqr99--964M 964W 96X80+4X09 245849 
Jun99.97.010 97000 97000 +0015 7ft7?3 


UNLEADED 6ASOUNE (NMERJ 
45000 poL cents perm* 

F«t> 99 3735 3630 .3635 -1.17 34239 

. Mre99 38J5 3740 3743 -102 11406 

Apr99 4140 4045 4046 -OW 14491 

May 99 42J0 4146 4146 -444 13X27 

Jan99 4330 4230 4Z20 -000 9,777 

Jal99 43X0 4565 42X5 -040 10329 

Aag99 4245 -040 -Uffl 

Sep99 42.90 X40 1394 

EsL sates NA. Mom mhs T9,m 
Mem opun H 99,13ft Hp 295 ■ 

. «AS0IL(1PE1 

U3. daHanaer maCric lea ■ tats of 100 fens 

Jan 99 luijo 97.75 9035 -1O0 3L00S 

FM>99 10340 9940 10035 —IDO 2*461 

Mar 99 WATS 101J5 10235 —1.00 144V 

Apl99 10640 UNDO 10400 -IDO 9328 

May 99 moo 106DO 106X0 -073 4.955 

JIM 99 11035 108X0 108X0 -040 11399 

EsL sa tes; 26X00. Pm. setae :22&775 
Piav. open taL-14t39S up U)«1 

BRENT OIL OPQ 

UX. daflan parbonte ■ tats arum barrels 
Feb 99 11X5 1047 70*3 -043 63339 

Mar99 11.18 10X5 1071 -043 48.169 

Apr 99 1139 10JB 189] -043 22X99 

May99 1147 11.09 11JJ -041 15.165 

Jun99 11J1 1L35 1131 -040 32,100 

Joty99 11.90 1160 1142 -039 4380 

Aug 99 12X8 11.70 1131 -039 6004 

ESL sid es ; 54X00. Piev.ertas: 54X83 
Ptav. open fcd_-247X14 ep 47V 

Stock Indexes 

SPCOMP INDEX (CMEIQ' 

COxtadu ' 

MarV 123X01237301253X0 +12.10 373370 
Jaa99 ■ 1267X01235X01267X0 +14X0 1331 
D«99 1290401276X0129040 +16.10 1361 
ESL safes NA. Mam sola 98622 
MOBS open M 38M72-llp 7310. 

FTSE1VOJFFE) 

£25 per index patat 

Mir 99 601ZX 50B2D S977D +47X 180300 
Jan99 59714 5951D 6018.0 +48X 11538 

-Est safes: 22391. Psw. sotet 3*121 
Pm. open H.' TH338 off 2+8 

CACei 04AT1F) 
euralperiiKha paint 

Jan 99 sma 412SD 4195X +43XUD7.942 
Mre» 4ZMX 41515 4TC3 *&5 5U858 
Sep 99 41903 41M3 41MX +MX 3H273 
MorOO 42560 4254X 0600 +44D 61392 
EsL whu 342314 
Opto tab 2X14455 BP 101746 


Amid Flurry of Takeover Rumors, 
Carmakers’ Stocks Rise Worldwide 

C mr d a ttNOiirSadfFimDapiarbr* 

DETROIT —- Takeover rumors, including talk that Ford 
Motor Co. was in the market for an acquisition, fueled sharp 
gains Tuesday in auto stocks anuznd the world. 

The talk is swirling at the North American International 
Auto Show in Detroit, where Daimler AG’s acquisition of 
Chrysler Corp. grew out of a 17-minute meeting of the two 
chief executives last year. DaimlerChrysler AG predicts that 
without acquisitions that remove fiactoiy capacity, by2002the 
world’s carmakers will be building 23 million more cars a year 
than they can sell 

The speculation was fueled by an Agence France-Presse 
report that Ford would announce at the Detroit show that it is 
working to buy Bayerische Motored Werke AG of Germany 
and Honda Motor Co. of Japan, both the No. 3 automaker in 
their country. BMW and Honda denied the report; Ford 
refused to comment Ford stock closed $ 1.75 higher at $59.50. 
Reports last month in The Washington Post and Dagens*- 
Industri of Sweden said Ford was considering buying Volvo' 
AB of Sweden. 

Many analysts said the most likely takeover candidates are 
Volvo and Fiat SpA. Volvo finished up 12.50 kronor at 212 
($2638) and Fiat rose 20 cents to 336 euros ($3.96). 

Fiat “would be a good match" for Ford, said Vittorio 
Fn m agalli, a fund manager with Royal & Sun Alliance Fohdi 
in Milan. Italy, he said, has “the greatest number of cars per 
capita in Europe, so it’s one of the best markets.’ ’ 

“I find a Fiat-Volva merger to be the most viable,” said 
Philippe Lecoq of Ofivalmo in Paris. “Fiat’s .upcoming 
figures may be disappointing, so it might need to look for a 
partner. Volvo, which is outside the euro-zone, needs a 
European partner.” 

Hans-Olov Olsson, presideot of Volvo North America, 
refused to say whether mat automaker was in talks with Ford 
or any other company. * ‘Our structure is an issue to be decided 
by shareholders,” he said. (AFP. Bloomberg, Reuters! 
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Money Market Rates 

Paged States 
OkscMitf rate 
Pilaw rate 
Federal funds 
99+far Certs Dapaslf 
100-day Cam. Paper 

JH2 

Dteaoimtrate 
Col nosey 
l-meotb tateftaank 
Swat* Marin* 
A-towifftmtertaafc 
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4ft 

7ft 
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4.05 

4J1 


0X0 
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0X0 

0X5 

0X7 


Reporate 

EONIA 

EOTfberiHMBfii 
Etrtm-3*Nirib 
EMfiMrtttMBi 
Eorflwr 12-moofc 


9671 9674 9637 60D7 
97X1 96.90 9650 +0X5 


9637 UnctL 223T5 
96X9 +0® 4990 
97X1 + 0X6 4972 

6302 
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3X0 
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3X0 
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4ft 6ft 

6ft. 4X0 

6Vu «'* 
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5ft Sftft 


m 5nmxs: Reuters. Bank of Totoo- 
Mitsubishi. 

Libor Rates 

i- a. d- is- 

, noani noalb meaRi arnrib 
5X539 5X603 5X631 5X90S 
Ew# 3X3 12123X4515.3.1784 

»“*■» 02463 6.1759 5XW4 5X079 

Yon 04383 0X409 ri.tau 05684 

SwFrbk 121 12923 1X578 1X847 
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Commodity Indexes 


Nteqdfi 


<te» Prevnta 
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GoW Fixings 

Mamhig Aiinwn 

ta * hB 287X0 28640 
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Forward Rates 

„ . 30-dor 4 Mby 70-dor 

P^talSterfim 1X542 1XS28 1X517 

CWMSaadrilor ix244 1X245 1X241 

fore 1.(8260 ' 1.18600 

■*3«re»»«a 110X4 109JI 109X9 

SwtafPfeic 1X637 1J3S99 13556 
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Firm Cuts Forecast for Euro Zone’s Growth Pragu e Fires 
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Reserve, try to strengthen the trust 
of investors in future economic de¬ 
velopments wife further interest 
rate cuts, the institute said in a 


report on the 1999 economy. The 
institute forecast growth across the 
euro zone of 1.9 percent to 1999. 
“Spared with 2.8 percent in 1998. 

DiW reiterated its call' for the 
^rt^pc^n Central Bank lo tower its 
benchmark interest rate Sum 3 per¬ 
cent and urged the German govam- 
iHcntto allow its poblic tfefidt to rise 
as growth slowed. It also called for 

wi 


—— Joeig, an analyst ax 
Dreamer Bank, said the DIW report 
was too gloomy and said strong do- • 
mestic demand would probably off¬ 
set the impact of weak exports. 

“We sell maintain ourforecast of 

2.5 percent growth, and we see so far 
no reasons for downward revi¬ 
sions," Mr. Joerg said. “So far, I do 
not see any reason to be so strongly 
pessimistic." 

Olaf Liedtke, an analyst at Hess- 
ische Landesbmk in frankfint, put 


German growth for 1999 at between 
2 percent and 225 percent “One 
should remember that DIW tends to 
be more pesamisiic, and its forecast 
should be viewed with some cau¬ 
tion,'’he said. 

DIW is one of six leading eco¬ 
nomic research institutes in Ger¬ 
many. In their autumn report, the six 
institutes forecast growth of 23 per¬ 
cent in gross domestic product this 
year after growth of 2.8 percent in 
1998. 

The Munich-based Ifo institute 
has already cut its growth forecast 
for 1999 to 1.7 percent, and, at the 
beginning of December, the gov¬ 
ernment said' it was predicting 
growth of oniy 2 percent this year. 

Heiner Flassbeck, formerly the 
head of research at DIW, is now an 
undersecretary of finance and a key 
adviser to Finance Minister Oskar 
jLafontaine. 


“Lafontaiofi's Finance Ministry 
is calling for higher fiscal spending 
to stabilize economic growth," said 
Stefan Schneider, an economist at 
Banque Paribas. “The DIW fore¬ 
cast might be overly pessimistic to 
justify the more interventionist 
policy approach." 

German exports will slump 1 per¬ 
cent this year after double-digit 
growth in the past two years, the 
DIW forecast said. Private consump¬ 
tion will help keep economic growth 
on track, the institute said, as will 
wage increases, stable employment 
and a somewhat lower tax burden. 

But unemployment is expected to 
remain high, with the jobless rate at 
an average of 10.9 percent in 1999 
after 11.1 percent last year. The av¬ 
erage number of unemployed people 
during the year will stay above 4 
million, the research group said. 

(Reuters, Bloomberg, AFP} 


Vodafone Talks With AirTonch About Merger 


A. Cnoftird tyOurSttfFnm Dof^-bn 

A i ONnOM ^ . «db analysis sajo ujey 

* pi p thfvMrti r> .y?**?- Gronp the two companies would 
fiSvIri? 1 B rtbsh mobile-phone splitting AirTouch. 
service company, said Tuesday it 


Some analysts said they thought 
end op 


had entered talks with AirTouch 
Communications Inc., the world’s 
largest, about “a possible mereer." 

The announcement followed a re¬ 
port in The Wall Street Journal’s on¬ 
line edition that Vodafone had 
offered more than $45 billion for 
AirTouch to top a rival bid from the 
Bell Atlantic Corp. of the United 
States. Vodafone gave no details and 
said, “There can be no assurance that 
any agreement can or will be 
reached." 

Reports that Bell Atlantic, the 
largest U.S. local phone company, 
was negotiating to buy AirTouch 
surfaced last week, and both compa¬ 
nies have since confirmed the dis- 
i ^ ussions. Neither company would 
^comment on the price or say when 
they expected a decision. 

Vodafone has long been viewed 
as a possible partner for San Fran¬ 
cisco-based AirTouch because their 
combined European businesses 
have little overlap and they are part¬ 
ners in Swedish and Egyptian mo- 
bile-phone businesses. AirTouch 
also has businesses in the United 
States and the Asia/Pacific region. . 


“I don’t seen any Teason why 
they couldn’t first-sell domestic 
properties to Bell Atlantic and then 
sell international to Vodafone," 
said Charles DiSanza, an analyst at 
Gerard Klauer Madison & Co. 

“Z don’t think Vodafone wants 
the whole of AirTouch; I thinV that 
what it does want is the European 
properties," said John Tysoe, an 
analyst at SG Securities. 


Bur - some analysts expressed 
doubt that Bell Atlantic would want 
to part with AirTouch's lucrative 
international assets. 

*‘I don’t see why it would pay a 
fortune for AirTouch, only to then 
decide that actually we’re going to 
sell the most interesting bits to 
Vodafone," one analyst said, al¬ 
though he did not rule out a deal 
between Vodafone and AirTouch. 

Vodafone shares rose 6 percent to 
dose at £10.85 fSI 8.02) in London. 
AirTouch shares were up $5.0625 at 


$133125 in late New York trading. 

Buying AirTouch would give 
Bell Atlantic a nationwide U.S. mo- 
bile-phone network to compete bet¬ 
ter with the coast-[ 0 -coast providers 
AT&T Corp., NexteJ Communica¬ 
tions Inc. and Sprint PCS. Bell At¬ 
lantic and AirTouch already have a 
mobile-phone joint venture, 
PrimeCo Personal Communications 
LP, and Be U A tlantic’s pending pur¬ 
chase of GTE Corp. will add mo¬ 
bile-phone customers. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters > 


U.K. Agency Seeks Talks on Griffin Failure 


Bloomberg News 

LONDON — The Securities and 
Futures Authority is hoping to meet 
this week with traders whose ac¬ 
counts were frozen as a result of 
losses by the Chicago-based firm 
Griffin Trading Co. 

The authority, which along with 
the London Internationa] Financial 
Futures and Options Exchange and 
the London Clearing House, Bri¬ 
tain’s main clearer of trades in fi¬ 
nancial instruments, is looking into 
losses by Griffin, which clears fu¬ 


tures trades. The Securities and Fu¬ 
tures Authority said it wanted to 
meet with Griffin’s clients Thursday, 
although a date has not been fixed. 

Griffin filed for bankruptcy Dec. 
30 after an independent London- 
based trader lost about 510 million 
on trades he made on German gov¬ 
ernment bond contracts listed on the 


the freezing of the capital .of some 
independent traders who had ac¬ 
counts with the firm. 

Its closing also has led to calls for 
the clearing institutions to separate 
individual clients’ accounts whose 
transactions they clear and guaran¬ 
tee from their other accounts. 

The Securities and Futures Au- 


Swiss-German derivatives market' thority said it had not announced it 
Eurex. The loss left Griffin, as guar- would review the industry, but it 
antor of the trades, unable to meet its would not rule out amending reg- 
obligations. ulatioas if the Griffin case showed 

The-closing of Griffin resulted in problems with the current system. 


Directors of 
Electric Utility 

Bloomberg News 

PRAGUE — The government 
fired the entire board of directors of 
CEZ AS, the Czech Republic’s main 
electric utility. Tuesday and re¬ 
placed four of the six members of its 
supervisory board to increase its 
control over the company. 

Shareholders led by die govern¬ 
ment, which owns about 70 percent 
of CEZ, voted to dismiss all seven 
directors and named a five-member 
board that included Zdenek Vor- 
licek, deputy minister of industry 
and trade. Mr. Vorlicek said the new 
board would scrutinize spending to 
prevent “socially unacceptable'’‘in¬ 
creases in electricity prices and to 
enhance competitiveness. 

“I think its necessary' to look at 
CEZ's finances and the cost trends 
so that in future years the company 
conducts its business in a more 
prudent way." he said. 

A Social Democratic government 
took office in Prague in July and 
indicated that it would make changes 
at companies in which the state had 
significant holdings. It has already 
replaced some board members at 
SPT Telecom AS. the national 
phone company, and FComercni 
Banka AS. the biggest Czech bank in 
terms of assets. It is expected to take 
similar steps at Ceska Sporitelna, the 
second-largest bank, and Unipetrol 
AS, an oil holding com pany. 

Mr. Vorlicek also said CEZ should 
award more contracts to Czech 
companies. 

He said too much of the 46 billion 
koruna (SI .52 billion) that the utility 
had spent on upgrading its coal-fired 
power plants to meet stricter en¬ 
vironmental standards had gone to 
foreign companies. 

CEZ has a 77 percent share of the 
wholesale Czech electricity market. 
It will record a profit for 1998 of 6 
billion to 7.5 billion koruna, com¬ 
pared with 5.12 billion koruna in 
1997, said Petr Voboril. the exec¬ 
utive economic director. The pro¬ 
jection is seconding to international 
accounting standards. 

CEZ benefited from a stronger 
koruna in 1998. which lowered its 
debt-service costs and allowed it to 
reduce its reserves against potential 
foreign-exchange losses. 
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FTSE 100 
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Very briefly: 


• Russia’s economy contracted by 5 percent last year, its 
biggest decline since 1994, as soaring interest rates and a 
plunging ruble curbed companies* ability to finance op¬ 
erations and carry' out payments, the Ministry nf Economy 
said. The government is expected to publish’ official grosV 
domestic product figures for 1998 in mid-January. 

• Credit Lyonnais SA confirmed that its staff council would 
meet next Wednesday to discuss job cuts, but a spokesman for 
the French state-owned hank said the number of cuts involved 
would be 546 this year, not the 1.500 reported in the press. 

• Sweden plans to sell its 7 percent slake in the phar¬ 
maceutical group Pharmacia & Upjohn Inc. to use tlic 
taxpayers’ money in a “more professional way." the gov¬ 
ernment said. The plan was in response to a recent rise in the 
price of shares in the company. 

• Lucas Varity PLC, a maker of automotive brakes, is in talks 
that may lead to a merger, people familiar with the situation 
said, as the British company tnes to catch up with rivals that 
have grown through a spate’ of acquisitions. 

• Hays PLC acquired 97 percent of the France Partner group 
of companies, a French express delivery company, for 15U 
million French irancs (S27 million), as it develops its Euro¬ 
pean mail and express business. The British support services 
company will buy the remaining 3 percent in 2000 for as much 
as 50 million francs. 

• Bouygues SA, Europe’s largest construction company. sold 

1 billion French francs in new shares in its water utility Saur to 
an unidentified investment fund to finance the subsidiary's 
international development. AFP. BhumiKm. 
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ASIA/PACIFIC 


to Disclose Plan 
For CITTC Repayments 

Bloomberg Nns 

BE 1 ™Q T Creditors of ft. « Sl«9“ economic growth — at 

r anCJ i a i3 nn of Guangdong Im^no nearly S percept last year, according - 
tiooal Trusts 3*. e. “ltema- to the envemrivnt 


tionai Trust* iZ,Zr. B UU& “wraa- 

mem officii sS v 
how and when asmmto a?S 4 wir M 

of debt will be repaid^a w - - —• — — 

spokesman said Tuesday Crnment ^ or ® I S“ credits to finance long-term 
. After four months of wait;™ and investments, a system 

b h^ S and bondholSs **“* crnmbled affor *""*« 


the government, among the Cast-' 
estinthe world. 

Many borrowers including 
Guangdong- International, also 
known as GITIC. used short-term 


v; 1 ? 




»bt 


A 


told about the government’s de¬ 
cision on which of Guangdong ta- 

2SS? 1 S ^ U wi]I &nor g l5e 

S^P 3 "^ owned by Guangdons 
Province, was Chbia’s S 
biggest tnisr company before its fi- 

nanceamwascJ&o^^ 

We don t yet know how the debt 
“JK2 !° h® repaid.” said Wu 

mi tree led l^ank of len ^ ers have mti] Wednesday to 

ssrsweiS ? 5 ssr^s jsftss 

vjted to GuanedonoS n^^J 30 V?" Among them are Chase Manhat- 
S7mw hS^3?^?? 0nai > ^ Corp. of the United States, Bank 
GuaSou fSSS b “ Uding . m of Tokyo-Mitsubishi Ltd. and Dai- 
ciafSSp’ j£““ gdon g» F ovm - Ichi Kangyo Bank of Japan, and 
thTt S i Sonday Commerzbank AG of Germany. 

attended by gov- Several foreign governments also 


crumbled after foreign banks 
stopped lending becanseof econom¬ 
ic troubles elsewhere in Asia. 

The three other major provincial 
government-owned investment 
films based in Guangzhou have all 
but stopped repaying foreign debts 
as a result of the credit crunch, 
which worsened after the closure of 
Guangdong International. 
Guangdong International's 
have until 


jh 

1;, ‘ l : »K-i 0 
: •• «' ;! l 


• . r» 

• i *■: .. 


eminent officials. 

The failure of the com pan y’s fi¬ 
nancial arm rocked the economic 
stability that Chinese provincial 
governments and large companies 
had relied on to finance the coun- 


lent to the company; a U.S. Embassy 
official in Beijing said a U.S. gov¬ 
ernment agency was a creditor. 

China has indicated that it plans to 
repay debts that were officially reg¬ 
istered and will negotiate the rest 


Woes ‘Rife,’ 
China Whms 

Reuters 

BEIJING — Vice President 
Hu—Jiflrao- warned officials 
Tuesday that “problems within 
China's financial sector were 
rife and must-be tackled,” the 
Xinhua press agency said. 

Mr. Hu said that the Asian 
financial crisis was by no means 
over and thai it was beginning to 
affect China, Xinhua reported. 

“It is one of our central tasks 
to prevent financial risks and to 
fiimier step up financial re¬ 
forms,” he said.' 

Separately, state media re¬ 
ported that China had cleared 
-20 privately owned companies 
to conduct foreign trade as pan 
of a move to increase exports 
this year. 

The Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Cooper¬ 
ation issued trade licenses to the 
20 companies, including the 
Hope Group, China’s biggest 
animal feed producer, the 
People's Daily newspaper said. 

“This is the first time that 
private firms have been allowed 
to enter foreign trade,” said an 
official of the ministry. 

Until now, only state-run trad¬ 
ing companies, selected state- 
owned manufacturers and 
Chinese companies in which for¬ 
eigners have a stake have had the 
right to conduct foreign trade. 


Malaysia Acts to Relax 
Controls on Capital 


Gmyttedfa Oar fttff/unltyunln 

KUALA LUMPUR— Mala ysian ‘ 
stocks rose"Tuesday on an unex¬ 
pected decision by the central bank 
to relax some rules on capital con¬ 
trols linked to share transactions. 

Traders said foreign investors' 
bought shares actively in the af¬ 
ternoon after Bank Negara, the cen¬ 
tral bank, said it would allow local 
brokerages to pay for shares bought 
on behalf of foreign investors even 
before (hey had received funds from 
the foreign buyers. 

* ’Such out-of-pocket expenses by 
local stockbrokers would not be 
deemed as credit facility to non¬ 
residents,” the centra] tank said. 

“The government wants to push 
up the market with this thing, 11 said 
a dealer at a large Malaysian stock- 
brokerage. The composite stock in¬ 
dex rose 1.11 percent, or 6.24 
points, to close at 567.89. 

The central bank had barred local 
brokerages from granting such loans 
in the local currency, the ringgit, 
saying they would contravene ex¬ 
change controls imposed Sept. 1. 
That curtailed the ability of foreign 
investors to make payments for 
share purchases. 

The central bank's move could 
herald more relaxation of the coun¬ 
try’s exchange controls ahead of an 
■ expected exodus of foreign capital 
when a 12-month ban on repatri¬ 


ating some funds ends Sept 1. 

Clarifying the capital-control 
measures. Bank Negara said the 
rules allowed the repatriation of 
profits by foreign participants in 
“contra trading. Such trading is 
the buying and selling of stock with¬ 
in a five-day settlement period, al¬ 
lowing market participants to make 
or lose money* on the movements in 
the stock's price within that time. 

In a separate move, the central 
bank said that, effective immediately, 
banks would not be allowed to make 
loans to developers who wanted to 
build houses costing more than 
250,000 ringgit (565,800) each. It 
also barred banks from funding de¬ 
velopment of hotels, resorts, offices, 
golf courses and shopping malls. 

It was Malaysia's first move in 
almost two years to tighten lending 
to the property industry. While it 
was then trying to prevent property 
.prices from escalating, now the cen¬ 
tral bank is fighting to prevent prices 
from sliding further. 

Separately. Bank of Commerce 
Bhd. scrapped merger talks with 
MBf Finance Bhd. after MBf was 
taken over by the central bank. 

“it's a mutual understanding 
with MBf to allow that agreement to 
lapse,” said Rozali Mohamed All. a 
director of Commerce Asset Hold¬ 
ing Bhd.. which owns Bank of Com¬ 
merce. (Reuters. Bloomberg i 
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Very briefly: 


S&P Turns Positive on South Korea ? Lifting Stocks and the Won 


* “min" 

■ . . . . -.1 


CewM by Du-SrffFnw Dispart* 

SEOUL — Standard & Poor’s 
Corp. revised its outlook on South 
Korea to positive from stable Tues¬ 
day, bolstering confidence in the 
country’s currency and stocks. 

Government officials and analysts 
welcomed the move, which is ex- 
^pected to result in ratings upgrades 
“over the next several months, but said 
South Korea would still have to show 
more evidence of its turnaround. 


‘Those moves are an evaluation 
of our structural reform and our econ¬ 
omy," said Hyun Oh Seok, director- 
general of the Finance and Economy 
Ministry's economic policy bureau. 

“But at the same time, it comes as 
increased pressure for os in con¬ 
sidering future policy because we 
now have to show more evidence by 


Standard & Poor's said the 
change in its outlook followed “re¬ 
markable progress” made by South 
Korea over the past year in address¬ 
ing its economic crisis. 

The news further stoked the hot 
local stock, market, which was the 
best-performing market in die world 
last year, with a gain of 42 percent 


pushing forward with reform and The Seoul composite stock-price in- 

d 1.9 Dei 


economic recovery 
Hyun said. 


efforts.” Mr. dex gained 


snt to close at 


.9 perce r 

598-55 points. The won rose, with 


the dollar falling to 1,164.50 won 
from 1.186.00 won. 

“The trend is set for the won’s 
strength.” said Hwang Sung Min, a 
trader at Sb inban Bank. “It will gain 
in value gradually and probably 
reach 1,150 this month.” 

The S&P move came less than a 
month after Moody’s Investors Ser¬ 
vice Inc: said it would review South 
Korea's ratings for possible up¬ 
grades. (Reuters, Bloomberg) 
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MEK0R0T WATER CO. LTD 

INVITATION FOR PREQUAUHCATION OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL TENDER FOR THE ERECTION 
OF A WATER FILTRATION 
AND TREATMENT FACILITY 

MekorotWater Co. LtrL, a government owned company [here- 
inaften 'Mekorot') hereby Invites applications for prequalifi- 
cation to tender from interested entities having the necessary 
experience, technical expertise and financial resources to 
cany out relevant works (hereinafter; the “Applicant"), for 
supplying, erecting, constructing: testing and commissioning 
a new potable water filtration and treatment facility to treat 
1,700,000 cubic meters of water per day in order to achieve 
specified water quality requirements for the Israel National 
Water Supply System [nefreinaften the 'Project'). TheTroject 
is expected to be completed within three (31 years from the 
completion of die Tender Process subject to the terms and 
conditions determined in the-tender process. 

For this purpose, an international public competitive contrac¬ 
tor selection process will be performed in two phases: 

Phase A: Prequallfication Process 

Phase 8: Tender Selection Process 

This invitation is for the participation in the aforementioned 

Phase A. , 

The prequalification Process consists of two distinct Applicant 
selections: one for the performance of the Process Works 
(main process works, mechanical, electrical, instrumental and 
control, disinfection and commissioning and other related 
works) and the other for the Civil Engineering Works (water 
retaining structures, site leveling, infrastructure, drainage and 

other related works). . . ' 

Thererfare. Applicants shall be either onetrf the following 
according to tne relevant works of the Project which die 
Applicant wishes to perform: 

I A company having extensive experience in the erection of 
' water treatment facilities meeting the requirements speci¬ 
fied in the Prequalification Documents and wishing to par- 
■ - -* u - "Main contractor' for the 


fodudirw^the dvif Engineering Sub-Contractor. 

2 A civil engineering company having experience in thecon- 
struction of, inter 2a. water retaining structures greeting toe 
requirements specified in the FTequahficatior i Documents 
SS wishing to perform the Civil Engineering(Works rthe 
as'Civil Engineering Subcontractor, subject to 
rhe Tender Selection Process. 

marrerTconceming toe obligations under the Project as wen 
as obtaining any JJJSus submitting aH the 

^^Tuttn^ns^uii^ und^ the Public Entities 
SSSSmvSSrnmuSi Bookkeeping and Payment of 

X xesj itni,rants who will meet the Criteria specified in the 

Process for ^^^LSon ftocessl to select from 
during Phase ^iS^DreqSnfied Civil Engineering Sub-. 

* purcta “ d - ** 

amount of NIS 4,000 from. 

Deparonem H aU, 1 ft 

Facsimile: ^972-3^230598 ^ ^ ^^ngdays. from 

Between M: ^ nd !„'i anuar v'>5to 1999, Inclusive. Applicants 
■ JanuaryMh lWu P °J an S for clarifications of the 
shall take note that request® ted ^ Mekorot up 
FtequaHfication «»oyjJ a „ deadline dM»i Hi toe 

- ■” ,amay 6th 7 

name, * e p** 0 " Mekort>t "* 

COTtact must be will be open to toepublic for 

The prequalification i^.nn hours on Mondays and 

review ^ e S n ^6d!1 l ^«olanuan(25th 1999 lnd U - 

EWdl ^ ISraeM ^ time,M ^i^d r ^^ 

nlt w Si Natiowl water ca«T*« 

^Fvlekorat Water Co. Ud- 
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2 H.Kft Firms 
Cut Phone Fees 

BUtomherg News 

HONG KONG — Hutchison 
Whampoa Ltd. and Wharf 
Holdings Ltd. on Tuesday be¬ 
came the latest companies to 
offer what each claims to be the 
lowest rates on international 
phone calls from Hong Kong as 
they and other rivals fight to 
increase market share. 

Their moves came a day after 
Hong Kong Telecommunica¬ 
tions Ltd., the dominant phone 
company, cut long-distance 
charges an average of 25 per¬ 
cent. Starting this year, telecom¬ 
munications operators have the 
right to lease lines from Hong 
Kong Telecom to provide com¬ 
peting long-distance services. 

Starting Jan. 1. 2000, com¬ 
petitors will be able to install 
their own infrastructure to 
provide overseas calling. 


• Japanese domestic sales of cars, trucks and buses tell 15.2 
percent last year, to 4.34 million units, amid a loss of business 
and consumer confidence due to recession. It was the biggest 
percentage drop since 1974, when sales fell 21.5 percent 
during the oil crisis, the Japan Automobile Dealers As¬ 
sociation said. 

• Japan's Financial Supervisory Agency said it had been told 
by “a number*' of executives of 15 major banks that their 
institutions would seek more from the government support 
fund than was indicated in November, when the total that the 
banks would request ro replenish capital was pm at about 5.78 
trillion yen ($52 billion). 

• Exchange Fund Investment Ltd-, created to manage a 
portfolio of about 155 billion Hong Kong dollars ($20 billion) 
in local stocks that the Hong Kong government bought last year 
to try to thwart speculators, received a trading license from the 
Securities and Futures Commission and disclosed stakes of 
more than 10 percent each in Cheung Kong (Holdings) Ltd M 
New World Development Co. and Swire Pacific Ltd. 

• Thailand had a 22.9 percent increase in business closures 
last year, as 12,201 companies with a total registered capital of 
31.9 billion bahr (5872.8 million) ceased activity, up from 
9,925 companies with capital of26.59billion baht in 1997. The 
Commercial Registration Department said the pace of business 
failures was expected to slow in the second half of 1999. 

• India will allow 100 percent foreign ownership in road and 
port projects, up from the standard 74 percent, in part to 
facilitate a 20-year, 1.2 trillion rupee ($28.2 billion) project to 
build 12,000 kilometers (7.500 miles) of superhighways, the 
Ministry of Industry said, provided that total foreign equity in 
a project does not exceed 15 billion rupees. 

• C. K. Tang Ltd.'s chairman, Tang Wee Sung, said he had 
heard nothing about a rumored takeover of the Singapore 
retailer by the property developer City Developments Ltd. 

“ngapore 
ch City 


r by the property developer City Developmei 
Shares ofC.K. Tang rose 48 percent Tuesday, to 37 Si; 
cents (22 U.S. cents), amid the speculation, which City 
Developments denied. Reuters. Bltumhcn: 
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In Germany, the Euro 
Stays in the Background 


By Edmund L. Andrews 

_ New York Tima Service _ 

FRANKFURT — So now that euros 
have finally arrived, what are people 
■supposed to do with them? 

Berthe moment, not much. The only 
euro coins circulating here are chocolate 
; ones wrapped in bright yellow foil. And 
while the stores here are full of after- 
Christmas sales and signs proclaiming 
. lower prices, it was almost impossible to 
find a price tag this week with any 
.currency except the Deutsche mark. 

On one level, that was not surprising. 
After all, the new euro notes and coins 
• will not be in circulation until 2002, and 
most stores here have not begun to ac¬ 
cept euros from people who pay with 
credit cards or checks. 

But on another level, it was odd. 
Germany fought hard to have Frankfurt, 
.its banking center, be home for die new 
European Central Bank. Municipal of¬ 
ficials have been bending over back¬ 
ward to promote Frankfurt as a real 
competitor to London. Yet one could 
walk through the main shopping district 
Monday without ever glimpsing a blue- 
aud-yellow euro sign. 

Car companies showed a bit more 
enthusiasm. Volkswagen AG, Daimier- 
Chrysler AG Mercedes and the Opel* 
subsidiary of General Motors Corp. all 
began posting prices in euros Monday, 
offering euro-denominated loans and 
accepting euros in payment immedi¬ 
ately. 

Gar companies have been in the pub¬ 
lic spotlight over die euro because they 
are notorious for charging higher prices 
in wealthy Germany than in poorer 
countries like Spain. Many eoro pro¬ 
moters have argued that a single cur¬ 
rency would make it impossible to 
maintain such unequal pricing. 

But car executives say few customers 
-will want to pay in euros, because only a 
minuscule number of people have 
opened euro-denominated bank ac- 
. counts. 

“At least for the time being, the only 
people who will want to pay in euros 
will be journalists who want to write 
about it,” one executive said. 

Although Helmut Kohl, the former 


chancellor of Germany, was probably 
Europe's most powerful and determined 
champion of the euro. German gov¬ 
ernment agencies are decidedly less en¬ 
thusiastic. Complaining about, the con? 
yersion costs, they are refusing to accept 
euros for taxes. Social Security pay¬ 
ments or most other-purposes for the 
next two years. 

People in France, Italy and Spain 
have been mere enthusiastic about the 
euro. In Paris, Banque Paribas had an 
all-day euro festival that included a 
small parade, dancers, acrobats, jug¬ 
glers and a steel band dancing through 
the streets near the Bourse. 

But while many of the big Rend] 
supermarkets and “hypermarkets” are 
now posting juices in both euros and 
francs, most other stores have not yet 
begun to do so. 

In Italy, one politician wasted oo time 
testing the new system. 

Felice Besostri, a member of die Itali¬ 
an Senate ~from Milan, marched into a 
local branch of Banca Popolare di Lodi 
and opened a euro-denominated ac¬ 
count with 20,000 euros, or about 
$23,000. Mr. Besostri said, “I have to 
confess I did it inpan maliciously, to see 
whether the banks’ protestations that 
drey were ready were true.” 


French Ponder 
A ‘Eurolande’ 

Renters 

PARIS — Now that the euro 
finally has been introduced, the 
French are wondering what to call 
the currency zone without adding 
more English to their language. 

The rapid spread of the term 
“euroland” inflates purists, who 
see it as another inroad by the lin¬ 
guistic rival that has already given 
them “le weekend,” “le jogging” 
and such Gallic cybertalk as 
“ sur fer sur le Web.” 

Themoming daily Liberation an¬ 
nounced Tuesday it would use the 
French-sounding neologism 
“eurolande,” but Le Monde said ix 
was “ready to shock some of its 
readers” with the English-language 
original. “Certainly not euroland!’ ’ 
former President Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing of France said last week. 
“Let's say eoro zone. ” 

* 'Euroland, Disneyland—when 
will we wear Mickey Mouse ears at 
the Bourse?** Le Figaro quoted one 
traditionalist as saying. Herve 
Laveoir de Buff on, bead of the In¬ 
ternational Committee for French 
as a European Language; said using 
“eurolande” would be “a protec¬ 
tion against cheap Americanization 
and treason against Europe.” 


YEN: Dollar Falls as Tokyo Aide Sees ‘Bubble-Like U.S. Economy 




Continued from Page 1 

U.S. stocks be next? Rir the moment, the. 
answer appears to be “no.” U.S share 
prices continued their climb Tuesday. 

But that coaid quickly change, some 
analysis say, particularly following the 
debit this week of the single European 
common currency, which also might pull 
money away from dollar investments. 

The sea change in international fi¬ 
nance this year was supposed to see the 
dollar challenged by tire single currency 
in Europe, but while the euro is provipg 
a popular investment, the dollars main 
problem is coming from the other di¬ 
rection: Japan, where the rising, yields 
on government securities have made 
OS. Treasury paper a lot less alluring 
than it has been. 

Japanese bond prices have crashed-— 
as the yields have almost doubled — 
since late December, when the Ministry 
of F inan ce said that Tokyo would no 
longer buy bonds in the secondary mar¬ 
ket, worth about 2.4 trillion yen ($21.15 
billion) a year. 

As the deficit in America's goods and 
services trade with me rest of tire world 
— tire current-account deficit — bal¬ 
loons toward $300 billion, just as in¬ 
vestors are rediscovering Japanese 
bonds and gaining confidence in enro- 
denominated securities, “tire risk is that 
the United States is beading for a brick 
wall when the current-account deficit. 
isn’t easily financed,” Mr. Dumas said. 

Mr. Sakalubaia, in die newspaper in- 


No Sex, Please, We’re Russian: Dilemma Over a Currency’s Gender 


Reuters 

MOSCOW — The world’s newest 
currency has no sex at all, Russia’s main 
currency exchange ruled Tuesday. 

“It has do gender,” a spokesman for 
tire Moscow Interbank Currency Ex¬ 
change said when asked which of the 
Rossian language’s three genders — 
masculine, feminine or neuter— should 
be used in speaking about Europe’s 
new-born euro. 

Unfortunately, though, for Russians 
who have to speak or write about tire 
currency rather than simply trade it, it 
has to have one. The problem is. no one 
seems yet to know which. 

While tire answer is obvious in Eng¬ 
lish, where only people are normall y 
regarded as any thing other than neuter, 
the general consensus among EU lan¬ 


guages like German and French is that 
tire euro is aboy — it is “der euro” and 
“on euro.” In its Russian incarnation— 
the “yevro’ ’—looks like a neuter word 
because it ends in “o.” 

Yet local media, clearly baffled by 
the new foreign arrive], seem to have 
decided it is definitely not neuter, bat 
have been swinging both ways on which 
of the other two it should be. 

The central bank, which began quot¬ 
ing an official ruble-euro rate when busi¬ 
ness resumed Tuesday after the New 
Year holiday, was cautious about which 
was politically correct “There is no 
official decision,” a spok esman said. 

SPLITS HESITATION: Italian 
companies are waiting to decide on 
whether to carry out reverse share splits 


as a way to improve the image of their 
stocks after the launch of tire single 
European currency has led to a number 
of domestic shares trading at less than l 
euro, company executives and others 
said. 

Reverse share splits consist of con¬ 
verting a given number of shares into a 
single new share. 

Some Italian companies, whose 
shares are now trading below 1 eoro, 
said they would consider going ahead 
with reverse share splits if it would 
make their shares more attractive to 
foreign investors but that such a move is 
uot a near-term priority. 

An Italian stock exchange spokes¬ 
woman, Camilla Pedraglio, said the 
bourse h« no plans to asfc com panies to 
consolidate their shares and that such a 


In addition, he said, further 
on the dollar could come as Japanese 
companies begin to repatriate their dol¬ 
lar profits from overseas in rime for the 
March 31 end of the Japanese financial 
year. 

On top of the major risk this poses lo 
the U.S. stock market and economy, 
which could get jolted into recession if 
household wealth should take a beating 
in a stock market crash, thee are risks 
for Japan as well in encouraging a 
strong yen. ; 

♦‘With the yen near 110, n means 
there is not much chance of the re¬ 
cession ending this coming year,” 
Richard Jerram, chief economist a! ING 
Barings in Tbfcyo, told Agenct France- 
Presse. “We need to see the yen at a 
weaker level.” 

A strong yen reduces the compet¬ 
itiveness of Japanese exports, which is 
why Japanese stocks fell sharply for a 
second dayTuesday. Afterdroppmg 3.1 
percent Monday, the Nikkei 325-stock 
index fell 183.15 points, or 137 percent, 
to 13,232.74* 

Lower stock prices also reduce the 
asset base of the ailing Japanese banks. 

But Mr. Dumas said that the Ministry 
of Finance, in his view, was encouraging 
a strong yen in order to make the banks' 
foreign currency bans appear more valu¬ 
able when expressed in terms of yen. 
There may be no way for Tokyo to 
! the quandary of rising bond 
and falling stock prices. • . 

By moving away from bond purchases 
and turning on tire printing presses to jdt 
its economy out of recession and de¬ 
flation — Japan’s broad money supply 
grew by an annual rate of 12.8 percent in 
move is up to individual companies. November, according to Bank of Japan 
The HDP SpA investor relations di- data— the government must offer higher 
-• «- J - bond yields to investees who want in¬ 
surance against future inflation. Those 


terview, said trade friction with Wash¬ 
ington was increasing- 

The United States “would not wel¬ 
come withering exports amid a slow¬ 
down of the economy,” he said.‘‘This 
is reflected in increasing signs of trade 
friction, f 

Just a few months ago, die idea mat 
Japanese investors would be exiting 
U.S. markets to bring their money home 
seemed farfetched to many analysts, 
who were looking at Japanese bond 
yields of around 03 percent — the 
lowest seen anywhere for decades. 

October marked the first major ripple 
of discontent wife U.S. Treasury raper, 
as Japanese became set sellers of U3. 
debt and net buyers of debt denominated 
in French francs and Deutsche marks, 
the two leading currencies that launched 
the euro Monday. 

Now, as the euro takes off, many 
expect that Japanese bonds as well as 
the yen could continne to prove at¬ 
tractive for the next several months, 
both at the expense of the dollar. 

The dollar’s **faH to below 100 yen is 
in the offing,” Masataka Nakamura, 
vice president of MCM Asia Pacific, 
told AFX News. 

"You’ve had some interest by Jap¬ 
anese accounts to sell out of their dollar 
holdings to start nibbling at the euro,” 
said a currency analyst at a major U.S. 
bank in London. “You’re likely to see 
that continue. Asian central backs phis 
Japanese investors are clearly looking to 
raise tiwar exposure to the euro.” 


£ 


rector Miriam Bauer, whose company 
shares trade at 0.6450 euro, said a re¬ 
verse share split would not be a priority 
for the company and noted that many 
British shares trade for pennies. 

“ In my opinion, I think it is too early 
to talk about share regroupment and, 
anyway, it is not one of our top pri¬ 
orities,” she said 

She added, however, that the me¬ 
chanics of consolidation could prove to 
be complicated for HDP and other 
companies because of the link between 
savings shares and common shares. . 

Hie dividends paid on savings shares 
are calculated as a function of a re¬ 
lationship between the par value of the 
two classes of shares. (AFX) 


higher yields pull money into the coun¬ 
try, mak^ tire yen surge and stocks fall, 
as happened Tuesday. 

■ Tokyo Seeks Talks on Euro 

Japan wants to discuss the impact of 
the euro, notably stability in exchange 
rates, during Prime Minister Keizo Obu- 
chi's European visit this week, Reuters 
reported from Paris, quoting a Frei 
government source. “The Japanese 
that they were very keen on greater 
coordination with the Europeans on the 
pierces of the creation of the euro, 
_ as far as exchange rate sta- 
is concerned,” the official said 
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M°st U.S. Defeme Firms Fared Badly in Economic Storms of’98 


P«n intend- defend ,0 * - 

in turbulent timS Sl^T baaa 
nessed by investors 1*1 

ssks^sbs®? 

s<^e ,t of [ Lr’bi«s tw 5 y s“s 

£"£“compani^ d &£££ 

ftced to nSte 

While the Standard & Poor's 500 - 

■^nSaspSSS wS 
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Boeing Co., down 33.2 percentTlnd 
Lodcheed Manin Corp., down 13.5 per- 
cent r 

A lot of die underperformance in the 

t0 Boein Sv which 
suffered from production problems in 
ite civil-aircraft business and declines in 

AlVI AlV w ■ A _ 


liable 747 and popular 737 jetliners 
But Boeing was not alone in feeling 
the disfavor of investors. Lockheed 
Martin surprised shareholders late in the 
year when it said its fourth-quarter and 
full-year earnings would be well below 
analysts’ estimates and the company’s 
own forecasts. 

Lockheed blamed the problem on 
delays in deliveries of its C130-J cargo 
plane, the inability to complete a $7 
billion order of F-16 fighters from the 
United Arab Emirates and delays in 
commercial satellite launches. 

Some companies bucked the trend. 
Raytheon Co. gained 2 percent, while 
General Dynamics Corp. posted a stel¬ 
lar 37.5 percent return. Analysts con¬ 
sider General Dynamics to be the best- 
managed of the major defense firms. - 
Many of the problems in the industry 
were not due to cutbacks in defense 
spending or, with the exception of Asia, 
a weak commercial aviation market. 


Bterng delivered550jetliners last year 
ana pips to increase that to 620 this year, 
but with orders softening, the company 
may see production stall after 2000. • 

“They were self-inflicted wounds," 
said William Fiala. an analyst at Edward 
D- Jones & Co. 

Looking ahead, analysts remain 
cautions on the outlook for defense JV 
stocks. Whether Boeing can. re¬ 
bound depends mostly on the stale 
of the economy in Asia, while f* 

Lockheed's management will need _ 

to. rebuild credibility with Wall 
Street in the wake of its recent eammy 
shortfall; One analyst who has his doubts 
is Peter Aseritis of Credit Suisse First 
Boston, who said the industry did a mas¬ 
terful job of concealing its weaknesses in 
1 ‘ecent years by engaging in a wave of 
multibij lion-do liar mergers. 

Mr. Aseritis also said Wall Street had 
underestimated how dependent the 


companies, particularly Boeing, were 
on international sales. 

. “U.S. defense budgets have gone 
down for 13 years," Mr. Aseritis said. 
“The way the companies hid those de¬ 
clining sales was through mergers and 


Mergers and acquisitions in the 
industry sored mainly to conceal 
falling sales and other weaknesses. 


acquisitions." One of the bright spots in 
the otherwise dismal U.S. trade balance 
in recent years, has been the surplus 
created, by exports in the aerospace in¬ 
dustry. Last year was no exception to the 
long-running trend, with the industry's 
trade surplus hitting $37 billion, a 15 
percent increase from 1997. 

Much of the credit far the sector’s 


burgeoning trade surplus, which has 
grown nearly 50 percent since 1994, 
comes from record exports of civilian 
aircraft. 

“This year’s trade surplus maintains 
the aerospace industry's lead in holding 
the highest trade balance of aS 
"™“" industries in the nation," said John 
Douglass, the president of the 
• Aerospace Industries Association. 

1 In 1998. according to associ- 

g. ation figures, die United Stales ex- 

_■ ported S59 billion of aerospace 

products and imported $22 billion. 
But even the import numbers, which are 
nearly double the volume of five years 
ago, are misleading, as they include Brit¬ 
ish- and French-made engines that go 
into Boeing airliners that are then sold to 
airlines around the world. 

Most of tiie exports are commercial 
rather than military, said Joel Johnson, 
vice president of international affairs for 


the industries' association. The exports 
helped stabilize employment in the in¬ 
dustry, which had been on a downward 
trajectory with the decline in military 
spending after the fell of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989. The aerospace industry em¬ 
ploys about 900,000 people m the 
United States. 

“We bottomed out, really, in 1995 
and 1996, and we’ve been coming up 
ever since," Mr. Johnson said. 

How long the rosy trade picture in 
aerospace can continue is a question of 
some concern in the industry. The Asian 
economic crisis has led some airliners in 
the region to cancel orders from Boeing. 
In addition, military budgets in general 
are not growing arid in many cases are 
declining, and some of the biggest pax- 
chasers of U.S. weaponry have been 
Middle Eastern nations din have seen 
their country's income fall dramatically' 
with the slide in the price of oil. 


77ib S&P aerospace intfox wag 
down nearly 10 percent for 199 8, 
with Northrop Grumman and Boeing 
having partictitarty tough yws. 

Pwcsnt change. 199B 
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Somerfield Moves Up the U.K. Food Chain 


t BltMmberx Nrvm The acquisition more than doubled Somer- 

LONDON — Somerfield PLC, the United field's number of stores to 1,400, and the corn- 


retail stocks in Europe, and analysts say its 
season in the sun will not end soon. 

The company's shares soared 91 percent in 
1998, compared with a 1 percent gain in' the 
food retail mg index on the Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange 350-share index. 

But even after such gains, few analysts re-. 
commend selling the company's shares. 

Somerfield’s £473 million ($718 million) 
acquisition of Kwik Save PLC spurred en¬ 
thusiasm for the chain. The takeover, completed 
in March, is expected to generate annual cost 
savings of £70 million by allowing better terms 
with suppliers. 

And many analysts say the benefits should 
not stop there. 

“You ain’t seen nothing yet," said Jonathan 
Pritchard, an analyst at Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter. “All the market has done has priced in 
the merger benefits." 

The current share price, he said, “isn't giving 
the management-any audit" for its ability to 
increase sales as it converts, lackluster Kwik 
Save stores into Somerfield supermarkets. 


It wants to convert 62 Kwik Saves to Somer- 


ratio of 12.41 compares with 18.28 for Tesco, 
16.04 for J. Sainsbury PLC and 14.99 for Asda. 

Analysts said Somerfield’s first-half results, 
due Jan. 19, could spark further gains. 

“The results will be quite respectable." said 
Alexia Walker, an analyst at Williams de Broe, 


field stores by the end of its 1999 financial year who has a “trading buy" rating on the stock. 


and about 770 stores over five years. It also 
plans to close about. 100 Kwik Save stores. 

The conversions should pay off: Sales ar the 
Somerfield stores are growing faster than at 
some of the retailer’s larger rivals. 

In the first 16 weeks of its current financial 
year, a period that ended in mid-August, Somer¬ 
field’s growth rate in same-store sales was'3.8 
percent, twice the same-store growth the stores 


“The shares are on a low raxing, and if the 
results are OK. they should rise." 

But some warned that earnings growth may 
be harder ro come by once the savings from the 
Kwik Save acquisition have been realized. 

Paul Smiddy, an analyst at Credit Lyonnais 
Securities, said he doubted that former Kwik 
Save customers would be prepared to pay an 
estimated 5 percent more for their goods once 


achieved in the year to April. By comparison, the discount stores were converted to the more 
Tesco PLC, the hugest U.K. supermarket chain, upscale Somerfield format. 


showed a growth rate of 2.5 percent in the five 
weeks that ended Sept. 19. 

A share-price comparison is more striking. 
Somerfield f s 91 percenr rise in 1998 compares 
with a rise of 4 percent for Tesco. Shares in 
Sainsbury, the No. 2 supermarket operator, 
dropped 5 percent, while Asda Group PLC, the 
No. 3 retailer, fell 9 percent: 

Yet shares in Somerfield. which has 7 percent 
of tiie U.K. food-retailing market, are still Cheap¬ 
er than those of most rivals.. Its price/eamings 


He stands alone among analysis polled by 
Bloomberg News with his recommendation to 
reduce buying of Somerfield shares. 

But others, such as David Stoddart at Hen¬ 
derson Crosthwaite, warn that Somerfield could 
“get caught in the crossfire" as its larger rivals 
cut prices and the company struggled to expand 
same-store sales. 

Recently, Asda said it would cut the price of 
2,000'products in January by as much as 50 
percent 


PANDA SICAV I 

Sotidti dlnvestisscment A 
Capital triable 
R.C. Luxembourg B 58.116 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

Notice a hereby given that the Annua] General Meeting of FAM3A | 
StQW will be held at the Registered Office in burmhauig, I 
IDA, Boulevard Royal on: j 

Monday 18(h January, 1999 al 11 a.m., J 

for the purpose of considering the fallowing Agenda - 

1. Mana gemen t Report of the Directors for the year ended 30th \ 

September 1998. i 

2. Rqxm of the Auditor for the year ended 3Qth September 1998. 

3. Approval of the Annual Accounts os at 30th September 1998 

and t y p ro p nation of the earnings. ’ 

4. Discharge to the Directors In respe ct of the execution of thar ■ 
mandates to 30th September; 1998. 

5. Composition of the Board of Directors. 

6. Election of the Auditor for a new term of one year 

7. Miscellaneous. 

The present notice and a farm of proxy arc sent to all registered 
shareholders on record at 6th January, 1099. 

In order u> attend the meeting, the owners of beater shares are 
required to deposit their shares before fanuory 12th. 1999 at the 
Registe re d Office. 

The registered shareholders have to Inform by mail (letter or proxy 
form) the Board of Directors of thar 1 Intention to attend the 
meeting before January 12th, 1999. j 
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WEDNESDAY, JANDAHY 6,19» 


World Roundup 


NBA Union to Vote 


basketball The National Bas¬ 
ketball Association players will 
vote Wednesday on the manage¬ 
ment’s most recent proposal on the 
percentage of team revenues that go 
to players. 

The union's 19-member nego¬ 
tiating committee, which had orig¬ 
inally opposed a vote, will tell play¬ 
ers to reject the offer. 

The union's negotiating commit¬ 
tee planned a meeting Tuesday, 

probably to discuss the ground 
rules for die general membership 
vote Wednesday by about400play¬ 
ers. 

Nine owners on the labor re¬ 
lations committee unanimously re¬ 
jected the union's latest proposal 
Monday and recommended scrap¬ 
ping the rest of the 1998-1999 
schedule. 

The NBA has designated Thurs¬ 
day as the cutoff day for reaching 
an agreement. 

David Stan, the league commis¬ 
sioner, hinted Monday that if the 
players failed to acquiesce and the 
league canceled the current season, 
it might opt to start in the 1999- 
2000 season with replacement 
players. (AP) 


Gifts for Samaranch 


OLYMPICS Juan Antonio Sa¬ 
maranch, the Inte rnati onal 
Olympic Committee chairman, was 
given at least two Browning fire¬ 
arms by Salt Lake City’s bid com¬ 
mittee, the company said. 

The Salt Lake City Tribune re¬ 
ported Tuesday that Rich Bauter, a 
vice president for Browning, said a 
Shotgun and rifle, with a combined 
retail value of about $1,000, were 
delivered to Samaranch's office by 
Browning in May .1995 at the Salt 
Lake City bid committee’s request. 
Browning is based in Mountain 
Green, Utah 

One month later, the Internation¬ 
al Olympic Committee selected 
Salt Lake City as host of the 2002 
Winter Olympics. Samaranch does 
not vote on host cities. 

Rules at the time barred IOC 
members from accepting gifts in 
excess of $150. 

Francois Canard, the IOC’s di¬ 
rector general, said Tuesday: “We 
are checking the facts and should 
have some answers tomor¬ 
row.’’ (AP) 


Australia Wins Series 


cricket Australia won the fifth 
Ashes test against England in 
Sydney on Tuesday to complete a 
sixth successive series victory 
against its oldest rival. Australia 
won by 98 runs after dismissing 
England for 188 in its second in¬ 
nings. 

• Craig McMillan and Adam 
Parare added 140 for the fifth wick¬ 
et as New Zealand reached 323 for 
six in its second innings in toe third 
test against India in Hamilton. New 
Zealand leads by 273 runs. 

• In Cape Town, Jacques Kallis 
made of 88 not out and then took 
three West Indies wickets on toe 
fourth day of the fourth Test South 
Africa closed its second innings a t 
226 fix seven wickets, a lead of 
421. West Indies was 93 for six at 
close of play. (AFP, Reuters) 


Blatter Proposal Fills 
The Cup to Overflow 

What’s Behind Doubling the Workload? 


By Rob Hughes 

International Herald Tribune 


‘It will not be toe committee's job to 


L ONDON — Christmas is barely 
over and while most of us wait for 
our appetite to re turn. Sepp Blat¬ 
ter, the president of FIFA, toe governing 
body of world soccer, offers us another 
plate and another. 

His call for a soccer World Cup every 
two. instead of every four, years is either 
greed or a surprising misunderstanding 


SJODto 

discuss toe laws of toe game," Blatter 
said, “but to concentrate on toe future 
welfare of fbotbalL. Football should re¬ 
main in toe hands of football people.” 
Bravo, Sepp. 

Pretiy soon, those people. Pcie and 
Charlton for sure, will tell you that the 
interests of the game catmotbe served by 


World Soccer 


of what makes the tournament toe most 
palatable on earth. That, dear president, 
is the scarcity of it. toe long and eagerly 
awaited four-year cycle, the time to 
savor toe memory. 

In truth. Blatter probably knows 
this. 

Why, then, is he risking his cred¬ 
ibility, in his first, term of office, by 
making the New Year call to double the 
workload in toe sport? Why, indeed, 
does he broadcast his intent less than a 
month after his end-of-year address in 
which he talked of toe ‘‘enormous’’ 
workload of FIFA: toe challenge of toe 
Korea/Japan 2002 World Cup, toe or¬ 
ganization of what be calls fou r ma jor 
competitions in 1999 as well as FIFA’s 
daily routine? 

The four competitions are already 
overkill. April brings toe FIFA World 
Youth Championship in Nigeria, a land 
painfully uncertain of its path from mil¬ 
itary to civilian rule. June and July offer 
toe FIFA Women’s World Cup in toe 
United States. Late July and early Au- 


a director of Manchester United, and 
Beckenbauer, president of Bayern Mu¬ 
nich, appreciate toe supreme effort and 
toe millio naire salari es their clubs pay to 
extract week-by-week performance. 

They know that national teams pay 
the same players comparatively little for 
toe “honor” of representing their coun¬ 
tries. They know toe ever-increasing 
calls made on those performers. The 
game is faster — at the cost of skill — 
than in their day. The games follow each 
other faster, much, much faster. And of 
course the rewards are off toe scale of 
human expectation. 



Ryan,Brett 
And Yount 
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UPWARD CURVE — Patrick Holzer Of Italy rounding a gate 

fora. Sic 


lovema. 


Tuesday in the World Cup giantslalom in Kranjska Gora, I 
Holzer, who leapt from sixth to first on the second run. It was 
Holzer’s first victory in seven years. Austrians Christian Mayer, 
Hans K nfln ” and Benjamin Raich took the next three places. 


gust inflict on tired players toe FIFA 
Confederations Cup in toe heal and alti- 


icupi 

tude of Mexico. November invites old 
administrators and young players to 
New Zealand for the FIFA Under-17 
World Championship. 

I’m exhausted setting , toe agenda 
down. Somehow toe players of the 
world’s leading soccer countries must 
also cope with toe demands to win 
trophies for toe clubs that pay toe bulk of 
their wages. European players must also 
play for their countries in qualifying for 
Euro 2000. Players from toe Americas 
have the similar Copa America. 

Get toe picture? Exhaustion, fine tal¬ 
ents pushed on. so many fronts, players 
who somehow become everyone’s com¬ 
modity and who are ordered to play, 
play, {day unless doctors can show they 
are incapable of doing so. 

Whose body is it? some players are 
beginning to ask. FIFA and UEFA, die 
European governing body, and no doubt 
toe other Co ntin ental organizations, 
know what toe responsible medical ex¬ 
perts are saying — that the joy of the 
world’s most popular, and thus most 
marketed, game cannot be stretched any 
further while those who do not play, and 
possibly never could, keep upping the 
ante. 

Blatter is aware of this. It was he who 
commissioned FIFA studies on the wear 
and tear and campaigned for a change of 
law to ban toe cackle from behind be¬ 
cause it wrecked the fine career of 
Marco van Basten. 

Blatter, too, has formed a committee 
comprising- himself, Angel Maria VTJ- 
lar, president of toe Spanish soccer fed¬ 
eration, and four idols — Franz Beck¬ 
enbauer, Bobby Chariton, Michel 
Platini and Pele. 


W HICH BRINGS us back to 
Blatter’s New Year message 
that it's time to double toe 
World Cup workload. He has in mind 
toe assault on national team soccer 
made some years ago by Silvio Ber¬ 
lusconi, toe owner of AC Milan, who 
said that soccer of toe future will care 
more about toe clubs than national 
teams. Berlusconi remains the driving 
force behind the rush toward a European 
Super League, which, for toe moment, 
has been derailed by an expanded 
UEFA Champions League (and en¬ 
larged income to the big clubs). 

If that is Blatter's game, if the pres¬ 
ident of FIFA is threatening more World 
Cup c ommitme nts to show the clubs 
who rules, then let him spell it out He 
would not win toe fight because’players 
are greedy individuals who would revolt 
agains t the idea of doing more for their 
countries and less for their bank bal- 


Rangers Rally to Victory 
On a Night of Comebacks 


The Associated Press 

On a ni ght of come-from-behind vic¬ 
tories in the National Hockey League, 
the New York Rangers fell behind by 
two goals before scoring toe next four 
against the San Jose Shades. 

“We kept on at them,” said Wayne 
Gretzky, the New York center, after toe 
Rangers won, 4-3, on Monday night at 


NHL Roundup 


ances. 

Blatter says there are enough dates 
for a biennial World Cup, though a 
coordination of toe calendar on all con¬ 
tinents is required. Moreover, he wants 
a 24-nation tournament to celebrate 
FIFA's centenary in 2004, ignoring (or 
confronting) toe fact that this is also 
UEFA's half-century and the mid-year 
between World Cups is traditionally 
when UEFA holds its European cham¬ 
pionship. 

The members of toe FIFA executive 
committee seem surprised by Blatter's 
call. They were disaffected with toe 
habit of the retired president Joao 
Havelange of pronouncing first and 
consulting afterward. Now, Blatter tells 
the world before he opens his min d to 
them. They are protective of their Con¬ 
tinental tournaments and sensitive to the 
predatory aims of entrepreneurs outside 
the sport. 

If toe president shows that FIFA can 
double its money — can tweak $1 bil¬ 
lion out of TV companies, and the same 
again from sponsors, every two years— 
they might follow him. But maybe B lat¬ 
ter starved himself over Christmas. 
Maybe his hunger for more is, as he 
insists, in tune with fester, leaner mod¬ 
em times. But Cell that to the players' 
bodies. 


Madison Square Garden in New York. 
“We were playing hard, doing a lot of 
good things ** 

The Rangers recovery started with a 
goal by Mike Knuble at 12:29 of toe 
second period. Todd Harvey and Kevin 
Stevens scared in a 25-second span in 
the third period. 

S e n a t o rs A, Hurricanea 4 The Car¬ 
olina Hurricanes jumped out to a 4-0 
first-period lead before felling apart 
against visiting Ottawa. 

Alexei Yashin, Shaun Van Allen and 
Jason York scored in a span of 4:28 in 
toe third period for Ottawa, which ex¬ 
tended its' unbeaten streak to five 


Bluer* 4, Cwcfci Din Sl Louis, Jim 
Campbell emerged from a four-game 
benching with* Ins second goal of the 
season and Jamie McLennan recorded 
his fourth career shutout to hand Van¬ 
couver its sixth straight loss. 

Predators 2 , Docks 1 Cliff Rootling 

bad two assists and Tomas Vokoun 
made 28 saves as Nashville beat vis- 
isiting Anaheim to snap a four-game 
losing streak. 

Brains s, Flam** 1 1n Boston, Sergei 
Samsonov scored two goals and Byron 
Dafoe made 39 saves as the Bruins 
handed Calgary its seventh straight 
loss. 


Blues Hit With Record Fine 


Rob Hughes is chief sports corre¬ 
spondent of The Times of Condon. 


games. 

Paul Ranheim had a goal and two 
assists in Carolina's four-goal first peri¬ 
od. 

Loafs 5, Lightning 4 In Toronto, Fre- 
derikModin’s deflection goal at 1:54 of 
overtime gave toe Maple Leafs a come- 
from-behind victory over last-place 
Tampa Bay. 

•Toronto was forced to mount a furi¬ 
ous comeback to subdue the Lightning, 
who led, 3-0, in toe second period and 4- 
2 entering toe third period. Wendel 
C lark of toe Lightning, a Toronto fen 
favorite from his days with the. Maple 
Leafs, had three assists. 

AoManeho 4, Canmfiom 3 Claude 
Lcmieuxhad two goals and Marc Denis 
got his first career victory as Colorado 
beat Montreal to end a monthlong home 
drought. 


The NHL said it had levied a record 
$1_5 million fi n e against the Sl Louis 
Blues for approaching toe defenseman 
Scott Stevens in 1994 while he was 
negotiating a new contract with toe New 
Jersey Devils, The Associated Press re¬ 
ported from SCLouis; •’ ** * 

SL Louis admitted wrongdoing in the 
four-year-old case and said it would not 
contest toe fine, levied by Commis¬ 
sioner Gary Bettman for violation of toe 
NHL constitution and by-laws. Bettman 
also ordered toe Bines to surrender rate 
first-round draft pick to toe Devils be¬ 
tween 1999 and 2003. 

The Devils will receive $1,425 mil¬ 
lion of toe fine. 

“I don’t think die compensation 
could be severe enough,” said Lou 
Lamoriello, the New Jersey general 
manager. “Anybody who tries to cheat, 
and I don’t know if that's toe word to 
use,, should be reprimanded to (he 
highest order.” 

The fine was two-pronged: $500,000 
for tampering by negotiating terms of a 
free-agent oner to Stevens prior to the 
free-agent si gning period that began Ju¬ 
ly 1,1994; and $1 minion for entering 
into a side deal with Stevens and his 
agent, the late Richard Bennett 


The Associated Pren ■' 

NEW YORK—Nolan RyartGerage 
Bren and Robin Yount were voted into „ 
the Hall of Fame Tuesday. lt was toe > 
biggest class of firsfrtinas candidates', 
since Babe Ruth and four others wore 
chosen in toe original election of lm 

Ryan, the greatest power pitcher ever 
wito a record 5,714 sinkeoutsaad seven 
no-hitters, was named on 98.79 percent 
of toe ballots — one vote short of beat¬ 
ing former teammate Tom Seaver*s 
98.84 in 1992 for the highest total in 
history. 

“It's certainly an honor that X. was . 
thought of on that level," Ryan said.' 
“Tom was obviously one ra the best \ 
pitchers 1 ever saw throw, toe base¬ 
ball.” 

Brett, 13th on the career hits list with 
3,154, made it with 98.19 percent, toe 
fourth-highest total, and . Yount* with 
3.142 hits and two American League 
Most Valuable Player awards, was 
elected with 77.46 percent 

“I was flabbergasted,” Brett said of 
his vote total. “Itjust knocked me on the 
flora. Obviously, I was very, very 
pleased. But in all honesty, 1 was just as 
pleased for Robin.” 

“Of all the guys I played against,” he 
said, his voice cracking, “probably 
Robin is toe guy I enjoyed playing 
against toe most” 

To gain election, players had to be' 
placed on 7S percent of die ballots cast 
by 10-year members of die Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America. The 
were a record 497 ballots cast — R} 
was named on a record 491. Brett 
and Yount 385. 

“I’m not one that ever takes this kind 
of stuff too seriously, but toy stomach's 
kind of been in knots for three or four 
days, so maybe somebody's telling me 
this is pretty good stuff," Yount said. ; 

Canton Fisk, another first-time can¬ 
didate, fell 43 votes shy of toe required 
373 with 66.40 percent. Tony Perez 
missed in his eighth try with 302 (60.76 
percent). 

Ruth, TV Cobb, Walter Johnson, Ho- 
nus Wagner and Christy Mathewson. 
.were taken in toe first election ever. 
Since then, never more than two first- 
timers bad been taken, toe last time in 
1990 when Jim Palmer and Joe Morgan 
made it. 

In ail, 29 rookie candidates have been 
taken since that first election. Mike^L/ 
Schmidt had been toe last to do it in : 
1995. 

Joe DiMaggio, Roy Campanula and 
Hannon KUlebrew were among the 
players who did not get elected on toe 
first try. 

The last time toe BBWAA voted in 
three players overall was 1991 — Rod 
Carew, Ferguson Jenkins and Gaylord 
Perry. 

Induction ceremonies at Cooper- 
stown. New York, are scheduled for 
July 25. The Hall of Fame exhibition . 
wQl be the next day, and it seems fitting- 
that Ryan’s Texas Rangers will take on 
Brett’s Kansas City Royals. 

The Hall’s membership could in¬ 
crease again on March 2 when toe Vet¬ 
erans Committee votes in Tampa, Flor¬ 
ida. Bill Mazeroski, Orlando Cepeda, 
Dom DiMaggio and Dick Williams, a 
fomer manager, will all draw support. 
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Tennessee Hangs On to Win National Tit 

Price Is Peerless and fbk 9 Defense Excels Against Florida State in the Fiesta Bowl 




h'rtr 1’rtprr‘Th, 

The Vols’ Peerless Price outrunning the Seminoies' Mario Edwards for a score. 


By Leonard Shapiro 

_ Wasitingroa Past Serviiv 

TEMPE. Arizona — With 
help from a remarkable 79- 
yard touchdown catch ia the 
fourth quarter by the appro¬ 
priately. named Peerless 
Price, No. 1-ranked Tennes-, 
see held on for a tense 23-16 
victory over No. 2 Florida 
State in the Fiesta Bowl, fin¬ 
ishing a stirring run to its first 
national championship since 
the 1951 season. 

The Volunteers (13-0) re¬ 
corded their first undefeated 
season since 1938,.and it oc¬ 
curred one year after Peyton 
Manning, the quarterback 
who was a folk hero at Ten¬ 
nessee. departed for the Na¬ 
tional Football League. 


Tennessee was awarded 
the national championship 
trophy on the field immedi¬ 
ately after the game, and with 
one ballot outstanding, the 
Volunteers earned all 69 first- 
place votes in the final As¬ 
sociated Press media poll. 
Ohio State (11-1), the Sugar 
Bowl-champion, was second- 
Florida State (11-2) was third, 
marking the 12th consecutive 
season it has finished in the 
top four. 

An underdog despite its 
ranking and record, Tennes¬ 
see had to survive several late 
scares. 

First, there was a seven- 
yard touchdown run by Mar¬ 
cus Outzen, the Florida State 
quarterback, that made the 
score 23-16 with 3 minutes 42 


seconds to play. That was fol¬ 
lowed by an onside kick that 
appeared to have been re¬ 
covered by Florida’State's 
kicker, Sebastian Janikowskr 
But game officials- ruled 
1 that Jamkowski touched the 
ball before it had gone the 
required 10 yards, and replays 
indicatedtbatthe ball bounced 
up and-touched Jamkowski 
just after be kicked it. Bobby 
Bowden, the Florida State's 
coach, bad no complaints. 

“I think the call was ac¬ 
curate,” said Bowden, whose 
team was penalized 12 times 
for 110 yards. “They could 
have missed the call, but they 
spotted it Somehow the ball 
hit him. The call was a good 
one by the officials.” 
Tennessee then took pos- 


Amid Flutter of Penalty Flags, Volunteers Cap Perfect Season 

Washington Post Service had obviously Created an imme nsely thick 

T EMPE, Arizona — If you go 13-0, win Vantage Poi/l//M icharl Wilson layer of rust. But foe Seminoies seemed to 

foe murderous Southeastern Conference -------sabotage every impressive play they made 

and beat Florida Stale in the Fiesta BowL Gators were ranked second in The Associated holding a olavoff. Chammonshio games should with a dumb Dersonal foul penalty, which is 


Washington Post Service 

T EMPE, Arizona — If you go 13-0, win 
foe murderous Southeastern Conference 
and beat Florida Stale in the Fiesta Bowl, 
you have to be voted No. 1. Case closed. When 
Tee Martin lofted that dreamy, 79-yard pass to 
Peerless Price with nine minutes to play, Ten¬ 
nessee won the national championship. No 
computer index or poll or silly Bowl Cham¬ 
pionship Series formula will argue that. 

Bui what a terrible championship game. Bad 
offense, bad defense, bad Kicking games, stu¬ 
pid penalties. The final score was 23-16. You 
cannoi overstate how wretched a performance 
this was. For both teams. College football 
came rolling into foe weekend with big mo¬ 
mentum from some pretty decent New Year’s 
Day bowl games,got pushed to foe back burner 
by the National Football League playoffc, then 
served up this overcooked dish. 

Now. Volunteers folks havewaited47 years 
r'V this victory. But Tennessee, from all in¬ 
dications, would have beaten anybody on deck 
this season. The Vols beat Florida when the 


Gators were ranked second in The Associated 
Press poll, beat Georgia on foe road when foe 
’Dawgs were ranked No. 7, beat Arkansas 
when the Hogs were undefeaied and ranked 
No. 10, beat Mississippi in foe SEC title game 
when the Bulldogs were ranked 23d and beat 
Florida State in foe biggest pressure game of 
all when the Seminoies were ranked No. 2. 

But wouldn’t you just love to see Tennessee 
and Ohio State, which finished foe season 
No. 2, duke it out after a six-day layoff, not a 
six-week layoff? 

Sadly, we are instead left with memories of 
penalty flags flying, people jumping offsides, 
lining up incorrectly, and running into foe 
kicker. Florida State had 12 penalties for 110 
yards and gave away its final chance at getting 
the ball back by committing yet another per¬ 
sonal fouL The Bowl Championship Series got 
foe game it deserved for putting this fool¬ 
ishness on the sporting public all year instead of 


holding a playoff. Championship games should 
feature people making spectacular plays and 
going boldly for two-pointers at game’s end 

It is fitting that FSU’s attempted on-side kick 
with 3 minutes 41 seconds to play was ruled 
illegal — the Seminoies kicker appeared to 
have the kick bounce off his own leg—because 
there is no way in the world this dog of a game 
deserved a great ending. Tennessee did try to 
make it dramatic, though, by running and fum¬ 
bling foe ball away in foe final 90 seconds. The 
videotape of this baby should be burned so that 
future generations grow up believing our in¬ 
cessantly hyped games were actually worthy. 

It is difficult to imagine foe Nos. 1 and 2 
teams in the polls could play any worse than 
Florida State and Tennessee did. Both teams 
had trouble simply lining up to run a play 
without drawing a penalty flag. Stretches of 
the first half looked like high school spring 
practice. The 30-plus days off foe two teams 


had obviously created an immensely thick 
layer of rust. But foe Seminoies seemed to 
sabotage every impressive play they made 
with a dumb personal foul penalty, which is 
not exactly a problem of tinting or execution. 

While Tennessee was guilty only of bad 
football—a 76-yard pass from Martin to Price 
that brought the Vols to 12 yards from foe goal 
line was followed by three off-tackle runs for 
five yards — Florida State was guilty of being 
dumb. Dexter Jackson first was called for run¬ 
ning into foe punter, then was called for rough¬ 
ing the kicker on a Tennessee field goaL 

The Seminole quarterback, Marcus Out¬ 
zen. who replaced foe injured Chris Weinke in 
November, was making only Ins third start; he 
found the wide receiver Peter Warrick only 
once for seven yards. 

Anyway, Warrick was clearly foe only real 
weapon foe Florida State offense bad. Nobody, 
and that includes the Heisman Trophy winner. 
Ricky Williams, explodes like Warrick. Ten¬ 
nessee had too good a team, and when it was all 
over, foe ballot box was merely a formality. 


session and drove toward a 
game-clinching score, but the 
tailback Travis Henry fumbled 
ar the Florida State 20-yard 
line with 1:29 remaining. The 
linebacker Brian Allen re¬ 
covered forJFlorida State. 

Given one last chance to tie 
the game and.possibly send it 
into ; overtime,. however. 
Bowden elected to call a deep 
pass play on first down. Out¬ 
zen heaved foe ball more than 
50 yards toward foe wide, re¬ 
ceiver Laveranues Coles. 

The pass was tipped by one 
defensive back,.tnen intercep¬ 
ted by Steve Johnson. 
Minutes later, foe celebrating 
began in earnest among thou¬ 
sands of orange-clad Tennes¬ 
see fans among the record 
crowd of80,470 foot included 
Vice President A1 Gore, a na¬ 
tive of die state. . 

Florida State's defense, 
ranked first or second in foe. 
country in all major catego¬ 
ries, got most of the notice 
during the week-long build 
up: Instead, it was Tennes¬ 
see’s defense font became foe 
major story in this first na¬ 
tional title game of the Bowl 
Championship Series. 

Price; a senior, was a high¬ 
light film in a game marred by 
erratic play on both sides of 
the balL He caught a long pass 
in tiie second quarter to set up 
Tennessee’s first touchdown 
of the night: then he set a 
Fiesta BowL record with his 
79-yard grab for a score with 
9:17 left in foe fourth quarter 
for a game-breaking 20-9 ad¬ 
vantage. The extra-point at¬ 
tempt was blocked. 

Before that score, the Vols 
had been holding on to a tenu¬ 
ous five-point lead, and had 
just made a sweet stand on 
defense after Florida State 


had moved to a first down at 
the Tennessee 26. The Vols 
stiffened considerably there, 
and when Outzen was sacked 
by the tackle Darwin Walker 
on third down, Florida Srate 
was forced to puai. 

. Tennessee took over at its 
20. and three plays later faced 
a thiiti-and-fline .situation at 
its 21. Price found himself in 
single coverage against the 
comerback Mario Edwards. 
He ran a simple go route, 
quickly got a step on the de¬ 
fender 3nd. Martin laid foe ball 
out so thft he could catch it in 
full stride. It was a breath¬ 
taking play that marked foe 
beginning of the end for Flor¬ 
ida Stale’s hopes of a second 
national title for Bowden. 

In the second quarter, with 
foe game scoreless. Price 
hauled in a 76-yard pass from 
Martin, setting up a 24-yard 
field goal by Jeff Hall. After 
the kick. Hall took a lovely 
dive following little contact 
with Dexter Jackson who was 
called for a dubious rough- 
ing-foe-kicker penalty. Ten¬ 
nessee took foe three points 
off the scoreboard and accep¬ 
ted a firsr down. Two plays 
later, Martin rolled to his left 
and found fullback. Sbawn 
Bryson open in the flat for a 
touchdown that gave the Vols 
a 7-0 lead. 

Tennessee expanded foe 
lead almost immediately. 
Dwayne Goodrich, a corner- 
back, stepped in front of a 
down-and-out pass intended 
for Peter Warrick, intercepted 
it and made a 54-yard return 
for a touchdown — Tennes¬ 
see’s second in 25 seconds. 

Suddenly, foe Volunteers 
had opened a 14-0 lead on the 
stunned Seminoies with 13:40 
left in the second period. 
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Nastnrino 
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0 

0—2 


First Period; A-Otausson S (RuccMn 
Mclrmbl (pp). 2 Nashville, Ktelberg B 
(Brunette Raining} X Nashvllte Howard 3 
(Running, Brunette) (pp). Second Period: 
None. ThM Period: None. Shots an gaol: A- 

9- 9-11-29. NoshviBe 8-10-2-20. Gardes: A- 
Hebert. NashvBte Vokoun. 

Ottawa 0 t 3 0-4 

Corunna 4 0 0 0—4 

First Period; Carolina. Rcnhebn 3 
(Gefinas. Manderrflte) Z Carolina Fronds 8 
tRanterm, Koponen) 1 Cart*no. Prim ecu 19 
(Sheppard. ONedl) A CaroHna. BattogHa 1 
(Manderrille. Ranhehn) Second Period: O- 
Deckel 8 (Traverse, Yashin) Third Period: 
O-Yashbi IS (McEodtem. Laukkanen) 7.0- 
Van A Ben 4 (Hossa Arvodson) & O-Yorit 4 
(Hoesa. Van Aton) Ovorttmo: None. Shots on 
goat: O- 9-9-13-4—35. Carolina 11-6-5-2-24. 
Goalies; O-Rhodes. Tug mitt. Carolina Irbe. 

Calgary 1 0 0 —I 

Boston 2 1 2—5 

First Period: B-Thomtan 6 (DIMaia 
Asetaaoni Z B-Samsonov 13 (McLarea 
Sweeney) 1 C-Fieary 19 (Nytandert Second 
Period: B-DIMalo 2 (Axdssaa Bourque] 
Third Period: B-Heirae 11 (Bates. Ferroro) & 
B-Samsonov 14 Shots on goal: C- 19-11- 

10— 40. B- 14-9-15—38. Goalies: CTrefflov, 
Gamer. B- Dafoe. 

San Jose 1 I 1—3 

N.Y. Rangers 0 1 3—0 

Fast Period: SJ.-Moriecu 7 (Murphy) 
Second Period: SJ.-Myhres 1 (Granola 
Sutter) 1 New York. Knuble 8 (SumJstrom. 
Samuetssanl Third Period: Now Yoft, 
Homey 9 {Gretzky, Graves) 5. New York. 
Stevens 9 (Savord. MocLean) 6. New York. 
Graves J 7 <H*wy. Samurisaoit) (pp). 7, 
SJ.-Rtcd 9, Shots on goal: SJ.- 8*11-27. 
New York 7-9-11-27. Goal lev S.J .-Shields. 
New York. Richter. 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

St Louis 2 2 0-4 

first Period: S-U-Pellctln 10 IConray. 

Young) Z S.L-Modnnta II, Second Period: 
S-L-CampMI 2 (Rheaume, Yoke) 4. S.L.- 
Rftcaume 5 (Demrfra Yoke) (pp). Third 
Period: None. Shots on goah V- 8-5-7—20. 


S.L-10-16-8—34. Goa Bos: V-HIrsctL Snow. 
Hindi. SI_-McLennan. 

Tampa Bay 2 2 0 0-4 

Toronto 0221—3 

First Ported: Tampo Boy. Tucker 10 
(Oark). 2. Tampo Bay, Lecava8er7 (Richer) 
Second Period: Tampa Boy. Seiivonov 6 
(Oark) 4. T-Beredn 11 (Korolev. Vote) & T- 
SurxSn 13 (Thomas. Cote) A Tampo Bay, 
Andersson 2 (Clark. CuWmore) Third Period: 
T-Thomos 15 (Kc bed & Sun din) B. T-Johnson 

11 (Berezin Kabectel Overtime: 9. T-Modhi 

12 (Yushkevidi 5undm) Shots on goal: 

Tan pa Boy 13-6-UM)—29. T-6-1S-14-2-37. 
Goalies: Tampo Boy. Ranford. T- Joseph. 
Montreal 0 3 0-3 

Colorado 0 3 1-4 

first Potted: None. Second Period: M- 
Zholfolt 2 (Pautn. Dowe) 2 C-YeOe 3 
(Donovan Drury) X M-Kotvu 6 (Savage) 4. 
C-Drury 9 (Soldo Kamensky) 5. M-Rudnsky 
9 (Quintal Damphausse) 6. C-. Lemteui 13 
(Sckio Forsherg) (pp). Third Period: C- 
Lemtoux 14 (Sattc, Forsberg) (pp). Shots an 
Seat: M- 9-14-11-34. C- 9-14-5-28. GoaSeS: 
M-Theodore- C-Denis. 


FOOTBALL 


The Fiwax A P Top 25 

tbp Twenty five looms in Associated 
Press Aral cc B o flo toottaM poo. wtth is*, 
pines VMM in parentheses, records, total 
points baMd on 25 points for Ishptaca vore 
through 1 point for a asth-pluee vole and 
ranking in previous poll: 



Record 

Pts 

Pw 

1. Tennessee (70) 

13-0 

1.750 

1 

2. Ohio SI. 

11-1 

M73 

3 

X Florida SL 

11-2 

1,574 

2 

4. Arizona 

12-1 

1,535 

5 

5. Florida 

162 

1.463 

7 

6 Wisconsin 

11-1 

1.427 

9 


7. Tutor* 12-0 1.252 10 

& UCLA 10-2 1,123 6 

9. Geoigta Tech 10-2 1.122 t2 

10. Konsns 5t. 11-2 1S86 4 

11. Trans A&M 11-3 1,071 8 

12 Michigan '0-3 i,QS2 15 

13. Ah’Force 12-1 980 16 

14. Georgia 9-3 , 78S 19 

15. Taras 9-3 740 20 

16. Arkansas 9-3 621 11 

17. Penn SL 9-3 619 22 

1R. VmjiriJo 9-3 544 13 

19. Netxasica 94 454 14 

20. Mhsnl 9-3 426 24 

21. Missouri 84 33S 23 

22 Noire Dome 9-3 315 >7 

23. Vhglrdn Tedi 9-3 256 - 

24. Purdue 94 236 — 

25. Syracuse 84 . 161 18 

Others recoiring votes: Cotoroda 46 

MarshaK 4& Oregon 2& Mississippi St Id 
Miami. Ohio9, West Vlighea & IdahoZTexas 
Christian 2 Mississippi I. Southern Cal 1. 

College Bowl Game 


MOMMY M TWt ARtZ. 
Tennessee 21 Ftonda Slate 16 


BASKETBALL 


U.S. College Scores 

MONDAY RESULTS 

Men 

TOP3S 

No. 1 Oncisnall (13-fl) del. Marquette 7M6. 
No. 4. Stanford (I2-» dot Oregon 77-59. 

No. 7. UCLA 00-2) dtf. Arizona SI. 8845,0T. 
No. 8. Arizona (9-1) dor. X CaWrenla 87 78. 
No. 10. St. John 02-2) def. Niagara 115-70. 
Nol IS. N. Merits (12-2) tost to Fresno St £40. 
No. 25. Uganda 00-2) det Oregon St. 54-52 


LEADBM COUIOIS 

Navy 7& Harvard 71 

Solon Halt 72 Georgetown 61 ’ 

Detroit 43, Wb.-Green Bay 37 

Women 
top as 

No.* ft C (17-1) (Kt Na UdBitson (1V2) 8MS. 
No. 13 014*01-0 del No. 22 VO. (Ml 8*68. 
No. 14 Virginia Todt (1M) del. Dayton 76-59. 

The AP Top 25 

Top 3fi town* in The Associated Press' 
men'* college b— Ir nt lio ll poll wtth lot-pteae 
votes in perentneees, rec o rds Outmgh Jon. 
X total paints based on 25 points tor 1st- 
place vote through 1 point tor 2$th-place 
vote and previous ranking: 

Record Pts Pvs 
1. Connecticut (55) 114) 1;756 1 


I. Connecticut (55) tlO 1;756 1 

2 Duke OD 13-1 1498 2 

XOndreiotf D1 12-0 1.655 3 

4. Stanford 11-2 1,519 5 

5. Maryland 13-2 1,435 4 

6. Kentucky 12-3 1424 7 

7. UCLA 9-2 1.268 10 

8 Arizona 8-1 1,122 6 

9. PurtUte 12-2 1,090 II 

18 SI. Johns 11-2 1,084 12 

II. North Caroflna 1*3 1.019 9 

12 Michigan St. 11-3 1,014 13 

13. Indiana 14-3 99S 8 

14. Auburn 1XO 870 17 

15. New Modes 12-1 742 15 

16. Minnow* 9-1 719 16 

17. Iowa 11-1 661 21 

18 Kansas 9-3 584 IS 

19. Arkansas 11-2 529 20 

20. Syracuse 10-3 366 22 

21. demon 11-3 356 14 

22. Texas Christian 12-2 298 54 

23. OWohomo SI. 9-3 193 25 

24 Wisconsin 12-3 121 19 

25. CoBfomfo 9-2 75 — 

Others rearMng votes: Ohio St. 68 Oregon 
61. Providence 48 Lootevflle 32 COIL of 
Charleston 28 Miami 25. Florida 24. Georgia 


21. Southern Cal 2a Pittsburgh 19. Creighton 
17. Temple 18 SW Missouri SI. IX Toledo 11. 
Oklahoma 9. Vlttenovo 9, Cotonxto St. 8 
Washington 8 N. Carolina SI. 7. Murray SL 8 
Tul»8 Miami OhfoX Detroit 4. Kansas SLA 
Utah 8 Missouri X Tennessee X DePoul X 
Old Dominion 2 Xavier 2 Gonrago I. Penn 
SI. 1. Princeton 1. 


CRICKET 


AUftlAUA VS- DMUUID 
STH AND FHALAMCSTE*T, 4TM OffV 
TUESDAY M SYDNEY 
Australia: 322 and 184. 

England 220and 188 -- • 

Australia won by 98 runs and took series C3- 
1 ) far the sbdh successive time. 

SOUTH MOCA VS. Wt*T IMMU 
FOURTH TOST, FOURTH OAY 
TUESDAY M CAPE TOWN 
South AMcn: 4066 dec and 226-7 dec 
West Indies:212 and93-8 

NEW ZIALAND YS. IMHA 
• TMMD TEST. FOURTH D«» 

New Zealand366 and 323-8 
India: 418 

AUSTRALIA A VS. SH LANKA 
UMITEBOVOHIUTCH 

Sd Lanka: 227-7 In 50 oven. 

Australia A: 203 In 47 J avers 
Sri Lanka won by 24 mas. 


SKIING 


._ WohldCup _ 

TUESDAY IN KRANJBKA BORA, SLOVENIA 
MM'X (MAHT SLALOM 

1. Patrick Hotter. Italy, 2 mto. 14.91 sec 
2 Christian Mayet, Austria 2:1212 

3. Hans Knoirsa Austria Z1SJ2. 

4. Benfomln Retch, Austria 21542 


5. Joel Oienal Franco 215B2 
8LasseK|u8 Norway, 2:1806. 
7.K}e8lAndreAamodb Norway, 21812 
8 Michael Von Gnrenlgwu Swtti, 2-1622 
9. Heinz ScMchegger, Austria 21870. 

18 Fredrick Nyberg. Sweden. 21880. 

aiAMT SLALOM (Wtor 4 rnmto l.May- 
ec, 250 poirttE 2 Hotter, 2 XL- 3. Von Gra- 
enlgea 23X 4. Stephan Eberhariet Austria 
192- 5. Hermann Motor. Austria. 161; 8 
Aomodt 168- 7. Ktus, 127:8 Knauss. 1189. 
SchOdregger: 100 and Marca Buechei 
Uectrienstota. 100. 

OVERALL (nflar 14 wyanta* 1. Motet 
651 points.- 2. KJutk, 577; 3. Mayer. 542 4. 
Eberhorter, 528; 2 Aomodt 461; 8 KnoirsL 
349: 7. Andreas Schttferer, Austria 280: 8 
- WemerFraiiD Austria 2<3t 9. Von Gtuenigen. 
24210. Hotter. 240. 


SOCCER 


usuEincw 

TOTS) ROUND 
Preston 2 Arsenal 4 


TENNIS 


_ HopmanCup _ 

TUESDAY IH PERTH. AUSTRALIA 

OROUPA 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 2. SWITZER LAND 1 
Martina Hingis, Switzerland, det. Karina 
Hobsndova Stow* Republic. 88 83, 

Karol Kucera Slovak RepuWc. def. Ivo 
Heubergec Swltzertand, 27.64,63. 

Habsudova and Kucera det. Htngte and 
Heuboiger64.60. 

OtOWI 

FRANCE 2. SOUTH AFRICA 1 
Amondo Coetzer, South Africa, dot. 
Sandrlrw Tested Fronri, 7-6 (7-5), 61. 

GufBaume Rooox. Franco def. Wbyne Peri 
reJm. South Africa 8X7-5 


Raaux and Tested det. Coetter and Fer- 
relrn 7-6 (8-6), 7-2 


TRANSITIONS 


UAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 
AMERICAN LEAGUE 

MIRSHOTA—Agreed to tenns with C Terry 
Steal bach and 38 Brian Richardson on 
minor-league contracts. 

OAKLAKD—Signed RHP Kevin Jarvis to 
murar-league contract. 

FOOTBALL 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Carolina—N amed George Sederf coadi. 

CHKASO—Signed OL Greg Himhngtoiv CB 
Curtis Anderson and OE James Baton to )• 
year controls. 

HOCKIY 

NATIONAL HOCXET LEAGUE 

NHL-Ftned SL Loub 51-5 mffllon far tam- 
paing with New Jersey D Scott Stevens, prior 
to July 1,1994 espirulton of Ws contract and 
ordered dub to surrender one 1 st-round se¬ 
lection in any of next 5 entry drafts lo New 
Jersey. Awarded New Jersey the one-time 
right to trade lst-raund positions wtth SI. 
Louis it any other entry draff in next 5 yews. 

calcary—R ecaPed F Hnat Domctiidteffl 
and F Chris Dlngman (ram Saint John. AHL. 

Florida— Recalled F Marcus Nilmn hum 
New Haven. AHL Pul F Ale» Hicks on In¬ 
jured reserre. 

los aaMles—A ctivated F Eric Loach 
and F Sandy AAoger ham Injured reserve. Pat 
O Doug Bodger on Info red reserve, retro¬ 
active to Dec 29. 

Montreal—R ecalled G Fred Chobat from 
Houston of IHL 

ST. Court-Assigned C Marty Reasoner to 
Worcester, AHL 

Washington—R ecalled G Mike Rosah 
from Portland, AHL 

0OU8OR 

Brigham rouNG-Aiwounced junior OT 
John Toff will forgo his remaining efigtofliry 
and enter NF(. draft. 


DENNIS THE MENACE PEANUTS 


CALVIN AND HOBBES 




ff! 

*1 EtiNT LIKE TC CDMRAIN. BUT THIS IS THE 

7 WKP TIME 1UE ASKED FOR SNOVMJ" 


Unjconh* ixoo tour AaM8 
cm w d ocn some to 
loan too- cranny anas 



THAT SauiHLED WORD OAW 
W Nw4 MtoO «id NM 


line mum so ai 

"N=»t ManIT 

nnreM’ 
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WHfT HkPPENH? 
WiCN Tie ROOS-TB! 
we> 5TOPPH7 
FCR ygPMS. 

Nn> mongo tre ckded Mn to 
knMHnNmr.nig 
pWtyBHtoManm 


(Anmow-orfm*) 

June, PATIO HABIT RARTTV EXPOSE 

maw. Woh tea co s run ran 

coman—ANPORT TAXIS 


Recruitment 

\|tjK-ar« rtrrj' Monday 
in Tltt* InH-rnwrltt-t. 

. -p, U( IkT'ru.‘«’fY>mzr< > i Stmyj Bnuullintd 
t. in iiurLondnn itHIiv-: 

+ 44 1 Tt 420 (1325 
Fax: + 441 71 *fc3) 0838 
nr miiu‘ mtiiwi 1HT nffiiv* 

' .rt- ivpn'M'ntatikt'._ 


l‘M PAINT1N6 WATER LILIES 
LIKE CLAUDE MONET.. 


ar s 


GARFIELD 

( SHOW PAE MAFPV, 
{ GARFIELD 


THEY LOOK MORE 
SUBMARINES ^ 




NOW SHOW ME SAI7, 
GARFIE LIP 


THESE ARE SUBMARINES 
2 PATROLLING THE . 

| ENEMY SHORE.. 


FORGET 

•IT 


GOOP, MV FACE 
WAS STARTING 
TO HURT _ 


s 


BEETLE BAILEY 

WHAT?/supply 

SENT COOKIE 50 CASES 

OF PAKE FLOWERS?/ > 


| I SAID SO 
I CASES OF 
l CAKE 
| FLOUR/ 


\EKVMK>H> 


THAT WAS THE >— 
PAY YOUR / v0 , 

DENTURES 
KEPT SLIPPING, p 
REMEMBER? 


BLONDIE 


I’M MSOHG A PHESSmTION TO A I NEB? AN OLfTOT THAT WLL 
^ SfiOUP OF INFLUENTIAL. a- , REALLY IMPB^S THEM 


“f / j 



9W, rM w X BAD tfOOO 
TODAY/ EVERT ONE HAD 
SETTER STEER. CLEAR. 

OF ME? 


izir 


I MATE EVmBOPf.' AS 
FAR AS I’M 0DNCERKED, 
EVERYONE ON THE PLANET 
ON JUST DROP DEAD. 
PEOPLE AWE SOJM. J 







WIZARD of ID 


ASK \ 

MBAfTVPTP \_ 

fltfiSTWIANP V7TT7 

I'LL tfWBYOIf 

A PTUflP Ufa? 


Y(tUL"Li- ? wesNT. 
ANYONE YflWTO 
CHEER ME UpJ3$° 

‘>V 
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Casualties of Mergers 


Athol Fugard Fulfills a 


By Irvin Moiotsky 

Nev York Times Ser\-ice 


W ASHINGTON — Hie 
record number of mer¬ 
gers of large companies into 
even larger ones last year has 
raised fears at many arts or¬ 
ganizations and other non¬ 
profit groups that a decline in 
corporate donations may be 
an unfortunate byproduct. 

Several of the merging 
companies say they will 
maintain their contributions. 
Bui "what usoally happens is 
that the combined companies 
do not give as much as each 
company was giving indi¬ 
vidually," said Ann Kaplan, 
research director of Giving 
USA, which tracks contribu¬ 
tions. “Companies’ by their 
nature are not philanthropic. 
They are giving to advance 
their business interests." 

Recipients of corporate 
gifts fear that those interests 
might change because of 
shifts in corporate philo¬ 
sophy, overlapping contribu¬ 
tions among newly merged 
companies or the closing of 
headquarters in cities where a 
merged partner has long had a 
presence. Some local arts 
groups say that even the loss 
of a modest grant could be 
detrimental, because contri¬ 
butions from blue-chip 
companies serve as marks of 
an organization's value to 
other potential donors. 

There were more than 
12.000 mergers in the United 
Slates last year, although 
many of them are still await¬ 
ing federal approval. Among 
the companies involved are 
major aits patrons like AT&T, 
Bell Atlantic, BankAmerica. 
Chrysler and Citicorp. 

The role of corporate dona¬ 
tions in the arts and other phil¬ 
anthropic activity is huge. Giv¬ 
ing USA says that corporations 
gave $8.2 billion to nonprofit 
institutions in 1997. account¬ 


ing for 5.7 percent of all char¬ 
itable contributions. The share 
rose to 12 percent when con¬ 
tributions to churches and oth¬ 
er religious institutions, which 
are made largely by individu¬ 
als, are removed. 

Much of this giving is 
centered on the communities 
where companies are based: 
and after mergers they are 
based in fewer places.* 

Lee Cassidy of the Nation¬ 
al Federation of Nonprofits 
said: “Corporations that es¬ 
tablish themselves through 
headquarters or plants or even 
sales offices in a community 
tend to support that commu¬ 
nity because the people who 
work for them live in that 
community." 


By Mel Gussow 

Nctr York Times Service 


N EW YORK — In 1953, Athol 
Fugard quit the University of 
Cape Town and hitchhiked up 
through Africa to Port Sudan. 
Stranded, without money, he 
booked passage on a tramp steam¬ 
er, working as “the captain’s ti¬ 
ger." or all-puipose assistant On 
board, he found time to write his 
first novel, a book about his mother. 
But in Fiji, in a fir of desperation, be 
threw the manuscript into the sea. 

Fugard's new play, “The Cap¬ 
tain’s Tiger,” is in previews at the 
Manhattan Theatre Club, where it is 
scheduled to open ion. 12. Subtided 
“A Memoir for the Stage,” it deals 
with what happened when Fugard 
shipped out on die steamer, an ex¬ 
perience that represented his com¬ 
ing of age. In a sense, the play is a 
substitution for that early discarded 
novel, as an older artist looks back 
at a turning point in his life. 

“What I never realized,” he said 
in an interview, “is that writing 
‘The Captain’s Tiger’ fulfills the 
promise I made to my mother to 
deliver a body of work of which she 
would be proud and that would 
celebrate her by way of that silent 
dedication behind all of if.** 

The promise came in a letter he 
wrote to his mother, Elizabeth, 
when his ship docked in Honolulu: 
“If I’ve the strength to fulfill my 
destiny it will five when I am no 
more — and through it, you." He 
said he might fail as a man but his 
art would be strong because it was 
inspired by her virtues: "courage, 
an indomitable will and faith." 

That letter was published scree 
years ago in a critical biography of 
the playwright When it was read 
back to him, his eyes clouded over 
with emotion. He had forgotten what 
he had written, and he was moved by 
what he now remembered and by 
what had followed in his life. 

After he told his mother about 
his decision to leave the university 
before graduating, she encouraged 
him in what other parents might 
have considered to be a foolhardy 


Take the largest proposed 
merger of last year: rhe $86 
billion marriage of Mobil and 
Exxon. Mobil has been iden¬ 
tified with arts giving for 
years, most prominently as 
one of the first and largest 
contributors to public televi¬ 
sion, including 28 years as 
sponsor of “Masterpiece 
Theatre.” The series is prob¬ 
ably safe for now. While a 
Mobil spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to comment. WGBH in 
Boston, die producing sta¬ 
tion. says that in July Mobil 
renewed its commitment to 
the show through 2002. 

But arts organizations in the 
’Washington area, where Mo¬ 
bil has its headquarters, are 
concerned. Although Mobil’s 
marketing and refining 
headquarters will remain, its 
top corporate officers will be 
leaving, along with other 
highly paid executives and, not 
incidentally, the people who 
make decisions on donations. 

When Exxon moved to 
Texas eight years ago, for in¬ 
stance. it phased out much of 
its support for community or¬ 
ganizations in New York. 


venture. When her husband, a pi¬ 
anist in a jazz baud', retired and fell 
into years of defeat and alcoholism, 
she supported the family by run¬ 
ning a cafe in Fort - Elizabeth. 
Scraping by on her income, she 
sent her son money to come home. 
Returning to South Africa, he 
began his writing career. 

Through the years of apartheid, as 
South Africa’s foremost playwright, 
his voice rang out dearly against 
racism, oppression and censorship. 
Plays like “The Blood Knot." 
“Boesman and Leaa" and “A Les¬ 
son From Aloes” were conscience- 
struck about events in his country. 
All his work seemed to lead to 
“ ‘Master Harold'... and the Boys” 
(in 1982), an autobiographical play 
in which be looked back at his 
friendship with two black men who 
were waiters in his mother's cafe. 

Chronologically, “Tiger ■’ fol¬ 
lows "Master Hsrold,” and it is 
something, of a sequel. In both 
plays; he said,. “I am at a'desk 
writing, trying to unravel the story 
of a mother and father,” and in each 
case, a black man is watching him. 
In “Tiger," he has imaginary con¬ 
versations with his mother as a 
young woman as be tries to rewrite 
her Ufe so that it can lead to a 
happier ending. “As I saw her life,” 
he said, "it was unformed arid 
blinded by love, devotion and loy¬ 
alty." She was a woman who had 
sacrificed herself far her husband. 

The Dew play is die latest work in 
Fugard’s post-apartheid period. 
With the election of Nelson Man¬ 
dela as president of South Africa in 
1994 and with the end of apartheid, 
the playwright wondered if he 
would be at a loss for materiaL 
“South Africa,” he said, “had todo 
a complete 180-degree turn in terms 
of the political miracle of the 20th 
century for me to realize that some¬ 
body had pulled the plug, in a sense, 
on what was one source of energy in 
my work — ray feeling of outrage 
and anger. Then it dawned on me. 
You’re not empty. You’re loaded. 
Empty would be a blessing. There’s 
a wonderful phrase in Kazantzakis 
where he talks about the need to 



befrayatj, alrittto ibeseene in "Mas¬ 
ter Harold” when his surrogate* 


ter Harold” when his surrogate/. 
Hally, spits at Sam.oheofhis moth¬ 
er’s waiters and the boy’s devoted 
father, figure. "My life is Uttered 
with betrayals,** & admitted,nod 
added. VI think that generates 
plays. ".In the case of the discard^ 
novel, it was a betrayal both of 
mother and of Donkey man. : \ 

Asked how he could have thrown 
away the manuscript,, he said: ^ 
-think it might have.had something 
to do with the fact that Fiji was the 
moment of real despair on the entire 
trip. I felt there were no roads from 
Fiji to South Africa, That led to. 
drinking, and when I really hit bor- 
toni, I got very self-destructive.’:’ \ 
But some people who felt so de¬ 
pressed might have jumped over¬ 
board. “Survivor,” he described 
himself. “Which saved me so many 
times on the edge of that cliff. “"That 
in effect was the beginning of the 
new play, although h was more titan 
40 years before&.could write h. 

In the intervening time, he enr 
dured the hardsh ips of a tumultuous 


v; 




; Gr;«l 


KnhiHtfT)ir N| % Vnrf. Timr. 
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Fugard, standing, with Tony Todd in “The Captain’s Tiger 


reach your grave unburdened. That 
will never happen to me. but it’s a 
great sense: unburdened.” 

To his surprise, after apartheid, 
Fugard felt a kind of creative lib¬ 
eration. He was “free to tell personal 
stories that I would have thought of 
as an indulgence during those years 
of apartheid," and be still had “an 
incurable itch to write.” 


In subsequent plays like “Valley 
Song" ana “Cousins,” his 1997 


book about two disparate members 
of his family, he began focusing 
more on private matters (as he had 


in “Master Harold”). With “The 
Captain’s Tiger,” as is often ihe 
case, the author is also the director 
and plays the central role. 

The third character in the play is 
an illiterate Swahili stoker called 
Donkeyman who becomes a friend 
of tiie author’s and is transfixed by 
the idea that he is writing a book— 
and is horrified when he abandons 
it. With his intensity. Donkeyman 
. is like Queequeg studying IshmaeL, 
marveling at the idea of creativity. 

The destruction of die manu¬ 
script was, for Fugard, an act of 


African government in 1967—and 
he confronted his own alcoholism. 

In recent years there have been 
major changes in his life. He bought, 
a home in Carmel, New York; and 
divides his time between the United 
States and South Africa. His daugh¬ 
ter, Lisj^ once an actress, is bow.a 
writer, in common with her parents. 
Fugard's wife, Sheila, is a novelist 
* Speaking about other changes,. 
Fugaid said: “I gave up drinking, i 
gave up smoking. Two weeks ago I 
gave up coffee." Then came his 
announcement: “I’m giving up 
acting.” The last performance of 
“Tiger" in February, he said, will 
be his final stage appearance. 

He closed tne conversation with 
a bit of advice: “You must never 
make rules about writing.. Thar’s 
the first riling l say when f taik'ro 
students. After I said that m one 
lecture, astudent asked, ‘Sohow do 
you start?’ And I said. 'Wait for the 
moment when the paper Isn’t look¬ 
ing at you.’” 
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'T’WO people who threw custard pies 
JL at Bill Gates, the chairman of Mi¬ 
crosoft, in Brussels last February have 
been fined by a Belgian court The two. 
who were not identified, were fined by 
the Police Court in Brussels, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Public Prosecutor's Of¬ 
fice said Tuesday. She said she could 
not detail the amount of the fines, but the 
newspaper La Demi ere Heure reported 
tfaar each was fined 3.000 Belgian francs 
(about $90). Gates was visiting Brussels 
after a meeting with world and business 
leaders in Switzerland when the attack 
occurred. 


Saqqara,” Gaballah said. They-will be 
displayed ai the Egyptian Museum in 
Cairo, he said. 


Carl Bernsteio. who has written’ 
abour Richard Nixon and Pope John 
Paul n, is working on a book about 
Hillary Clinton. He has signed a deal 
with Knopf to chronicle the life of the 


woman he calls ’ ‘clearly one of the most 
remarkable figures of our time.” Mar¬ 
sha Berry, a spokeswoman for the first 
lady; said she tod not spoken with Bern¬ 
stein about die project and could not 
comment on whether Clinton would 
submit to interviews.- 


A 350-year-old scholarship fund en- 


£9.95 Can Now Get You One £5 Diana 


dowed by a feudal lord has been dis¬ 
covered and will soon benefit needy 
university students. Italian newspapers, 
report. The fund was endowed by Clem¬ 
ente Loddo, the lord of die northern} 
town of Aritzo, who died in 1641, but? 
his will was lost for centuries and; aoii 
students ever benefited. The fragile 
parchment that set up thenFond was 
discovered recently in the papers of the 
Loddo Foundation by city officials. The, 
.scholarship fund now. amounts to 3G0j 
million lire (about $130,000). L 
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The Associated Press . 

ONDON — Britain’s Royal Mint introduced a £5 coin on Tuesday in 
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PRINCELY ASCENT — Prince Charles of Britain and his son, Harry, 
taking the lift up a mountain at the Swiss resort of Klosters on Tuesday. 


Three wooden statuettes thought to 
be more than 4,000 years old have been 
found in a tomb in Saqqara, south of 
Cairo, the Egyptian government said 
Tuesday. The statuettes, represent the 
same person in three positions, said the 
secretary-general of council of antiquit¬ 
ies, GabaJlab Ali GabalJah. "These 
rare and beautiful statuettes are in ex¬ 
cellent condition and were found inside 
a tomb near die Pyramid of Ted in 


L ONDON — Britain’s Royal Mint introduced a £5 coin on Tuesday in 
memory of Diana, Princess of Wales. The coin features a portrair of Diana in 
profile on one side and the standard image of Queen Elizabeth II on the other. 

. It is the first official memorial organized by the Diana. Princess of Wales 
Memorial Committee, which was formed after the princess’s death in 1997 to 
come'up with suitable ways of honoring her. A commemorative coin was one 
of the most popular idess. 

The coin, which is legal tender, can be purchased in a special com¬ 
memorative folder for £9.95 ($16). Gold and silver versions of the coin will be 
available in ApriL The coins will also be sold ar face value by banks and post 
offices after July 1, Diana’s birthday. 

The proceeds are to go to charities and other memorials. * 


Tapping a collection that has been 
growing r since 1826, the National 
Academy Museum in New York, will 
hold an exhibition to give significant 
exposure to its holdings of works on 
paper. The show, “Treasures Revealed."; 
19m- and 20th-Century Works on Pa- 1 
per," consisting of about 100 drawings,; 
prints and watercolors by American! 
artists, opens Saturday and runs through. 
March 7. The artists include James! 
Carroll Beckwith, Jasper Johns, 
Thomas Moran and Ellhu Vedder.** 
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